April - June, 2007

No. 32

IN THIS ISSUE:
Message from Dr Raj Paroda
Tenth CGIAR-CAC Program Steering Committee Meeting
Tenth ICARDA-CAC Regional Planning Meeting
Five Directors General welcomed by Tajik MOA
CG Consortium members check progress in the field
Research Highlights:
Germplasm enhancement
Integrated pest management
Meetings / Workshops / Conferences
Human Resource Development
Miscellaneous information
ICARDA

TENTH CGIAR-CAC PROGRAM
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD

T

he Tenth Steering Committee Meeting (SCM) of the
CGIAR Ecoregional Program for Sustainable
Agricultural Development in Central Asia and the
Caucasus (CAC) was held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, from 29 30 May, 2007. More than 60 scientists from CAC region, eight
CG centers and three IARCs, which are members of the
Consortium, attended the meeting. It was for the first time that
five Director Generals, four of CG Centers, namely, Drs
Mahmoud Solh (ICARDA), Masa Iwanaga (CIMMYT),
William Dar (ICRISAT), Emile Frison (BIOVERSITY), and Dr
Thomas Lumpkin of The World Vegetable Center (AVRDC),
attended the SCM of the CGIAR-CAC.
The Inaugural Session was chaired by Dr Mahmoud
Solh, who is also the Chairman of the Alliance Executive (AE)
Task Force for CAC, and co-chaired by Acad. Tolib Nabiev,
the President of the Academy of Agricultural Sciences of
Tajikistan and Co-Chairperson of the SC for CAC-NARS. The
meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Abdurakhmon Kadiri,
the Minister of Agriculture of Tajikistan, who welcomed the
participants of this important meeting and expressed his
appreciation for the contribution of the CGIAR Centers to
agricultural research and development in Tajikistan and in the
seven other CAC countries. The Minister further wished that
this extremely beneficial cooperation would be further
strengthened and the Government of Tajikistan was willing to
provide all the assistance and cooperation for this. Mr.
Jumakhon Safarav, from the Office of the President of
Tajikistan, extended a warm welcome to the participants on
behalf of the Hon. President of Tajikistan and wished well for
the success of this important meeting.
Dr Mahmoud Solh, in his Special Address, thanked
the Government of Tajikistan for hosting the meeting in
Dushanbe, the capital of Tajikistan, and highlighted some of
the achievements of the CAC Systemwide Ecoregional
Program in Tajikistan and the CAC region during the last 10
years. These included the release of new highly performing
disease-resistant crop varieties, germplasm conservation,
development of productive and sustainable soil and water

Message from Dr Raj Paroda,
ADG, International Cooperation,
ICARDA
Dear Colleagues!
After having served the CAC
region for the last five and a half
years as the Regional
Coordinator of ICARDA for CAC
and Head, PFU-CGIAR, it is my
privilege to address you through
this issue of the CAC Newsletter
in my new capacity as the
Assistant Director General of
ICARDA for International Cooperation.
Since its inception in 1998, the CGIAR Ecoregional Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus
has grown both in size and its activities. It has also
made a significant impact in areas of genetic resource
conservation, varietal improvement, seed production,
natural resource management and, above all, capacity
building. Some examples of this progress have been
the following:
• Twenty seven new varieties of winter wheat, barley,
chickpea, lentil, triticale, lathyrus, and soybean
have been released in the recent past. More than 70
new promising varieties are currently being tested
by the State Varietal Testing Commissions for
further release and wide-scale adoption.
• New Genebanks have been established in almost
all countries.
• A seed production system has been developed to
ensure that good quality seed becomes available to
the farmers. Also, efforts in harmonization of seed
laws in the region are in progress.
• In addition, a number of cost-saving and efficient
technologies for integrated natural resource
management (INRM) have been developed and
demonstrated widely on farmers' fields.
• Training of young scientists in order to enhance
linkages with their peers in the world scientific
community has been another major
accomplishment. By now, more than 6,000
scientists have either been trained or given an
opportunity for participation in various national,
regional and international meetings, workshops and
conferences under the CGIAR Consortium for CAC.
• The Program has also made a considerable impact
through re-establishing communication links among
CAC countries through the establishment of the
Central Asia and the Caucasus Association of
Agricultural Research Institutions (CACAARI).
These efforts have led to the strengthening of
national agricultural research systems and
establishment of effective partnerships with CG

Important Events
MESSAGE (Continued from page 1)
Centers. The Program has also played an important facilitating
role in identification of national and regional agricultural
research priorities.
These outstanding achievements have been possible
mainly on account of keen efforts of the scientists and
policymakers in Central Asia and the Caucasus and all
colleagues of different CG Centers working in the region with
their full dedication.

Using this opportunity, I would like to express my
personal appreciation to all my colleagues from the region, CG
centers and donor organizations for their continued support to
this unique Eco-regional program to address emerging
challenges and find solutions for sustainable agriculture leading
to overall development of the CAC region. For me personally, it
had been a very rewarding experience to work in this wonderful
regional program, to which I wish all success.

CGIAR-CAC STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD (Continued from page 1)
management technologies, livestock and rangeland
management, and capacity building Dr Solh thanked the Heads
of the NARS and their scientists for their excellent cooperation,
work and commitment and assured the national partners on the
continued collaboration of the CG Centers with the national
programs in the region. The meeting was also addressed by Dr
Emile Frison, the Chairperson of the AE and DG of
BIOVERSITY, who also assured of the support of the AE to this
program. Dr William Dar, Co-chairman of the SCM for 2006/07
and DG of ICRISAT, proposed a vote of thanks.
The technical part of the meeting, which started after
the Inaugural Session, was chaired by Dr William Dar and Acad.
Tolib Nabiev, who welcomed the participants to the 10th SCM.
This was followed by the presentation of Dr Surendra Beniwal,
Acting Head of the PFU-CGIAR Program in CAC, which outlined
the major achievements of the program. Dr Beniwal also
thanked all the program partners for their valuable support for
making the program a success. During the meeting,
presentations were made by the Heads of NARS partners and
the Consortium members (CG and other International Centers)
on the current research activities and future directions for
cooperation.
A presentation on the new PGR Initiative in Central
Asia was given by Mr. Rutgers Persson of Sida Seed Project in
Tajikistan. Presentations were followed by discussions.
During the General Discussion Session on 30 May the
Heads of the CAC-NARS expressed their appreciation for the
efforts of the Program on the collaborative activities with the
NARS of the CAC countries. They were happy to inform that

Steering Committee Meeting in progress

research needs have now been assessed for the CAC region in
full participation of the CAC-NARS and other stakeholders of the
Program in collaboration with CACARI, the CAC regional forum
on agricultural research. They also emphasized that their
governments were now providing more support to NARS and
Gene Banks and were developing country strategies for
agricultural research and development. They also highlighted
the need for greater cooperation among the countries of the
region and sought the Program's support in this.
The meeting was closed after remarks by Dr William
Dar, Co-chairperson of the SC, and Dr Mahmoud Solh, DG of
ICARDA. Both of them thanked all the participants for their
active participation; host country for hosting the meeting; and
PFU for successfully organizing the meeting.

Participants of the 10th CGIAR Program for CAC Steering Committee Meeting

FIVE DIRECTORS GENERAL WELCOMED BY TAJIK AGRICULTURAL MINISTER

H

.E. Mr. Abdurakhmon Kadiri, the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture of Tajikistan, received Dr. Mahmoud Solh, the
Director General of ICARDA, and four other Directors
General, Dr. Masa Iwanaga of CIMMYT, Dr. William Dar of
ICRISAT, Dr. Emile Frison of BIOVERSITY and Dr. Thomas
Lumpkin of AVRDC The World Vegetable Center, in his office on

29 May 2007. H.E. the Minister was very appreciative of CGIAR
activities in Tajikistan and expressed his desire to have more
extended cooperation with CG Centers. He emphasized the
importance of agriculture in the economy of Tajikistan and
seriousness of the Government of Tajikistan in improving
agricultural productivity and production in the country. He
(Continued on page 2)
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DIRECTORS GENERAL WELCOMED

(Continued from page 1)

assured the Directors General of his best possible cooperation and assured him of the Program's continued support to
for the activities of the CGIAR-CAC Program. Dr Mahmoud Solh Tajikistan.
briefed him about CGIAR-CAC Program's activities in the region

CG CONSORTIUM MEMBERS CHECK PROGRESS IN THE FIELD

Tajik farmers welcome the CG Program partners

A

field trip to show the activities undertaken by the
Consortium Partners in Tajikistan to the participants of the
Steering Committee Meeting of CGIAR Program for
Central Asia and the Caucasus (CGIAR-CAC) was organized on
28 May 2007. During the trip, the participants were able to see
the activities on germplasm improvement and seed
multiplication of wheat and food legumes as well as to visit the

Gene Bank at Sharora site, Tajikistan.
Trials and seed multiplication nurseries of the new
wheat varieties Norman and Alex, recently released in Tajikistan,
were presented at the Sharora Experimental Station under the
joint ICARDA-CIMMYT Wheat Improvement Program (ICWIP).
The results of trials were highly appreciated by the participants.
In addition, the participants had the opportunity to see the seed
multiplication of the elite wheat varieties. They also saw several
promising chickpea and lentil varieties resistant to different
stresses and with higher yield potential than local checks. It was
very heartening to visit a farmer's field where the farmer and his
family proudly showed their chickpea field with a traditional
welcome by offering the home-made bread.
The participants also visited the Gene bank at Sharora
under the Tajik Institute of Plant Genetic Resources. Although
established only 5 years ago, the Gene bank now stores about
2,875 accessions of important local varieties and wild relatives
of cereals and legume crops in the medium-term storage.
A private farm where the farmer has conducted trials on
vegetable crops in collaboration with AVRDC The World
Vegetable Center was visited on the way back. The participants
very much appreciated the efforts of the farmer and the AVRDC.
The field visit participants were also able to taste the traditional
Tajik bread as well as visit a historical fortress at Gissar, thus
learning more about Tajik hospitality and culture.

Research Highlights: Germplasm Enhancement
BARLEY
‘SONA’ RELEASED IN TURKMENISTAN

A

new barley variety has been released recently in
Turkmenistan under the local name 'Sona'. It was
selected by Dr Valentina Shesnova, barley breeder,
Turkmen Research Institute of Grain. Originating from ICARDA
germplasm, ‘Sona’ outyielded the local check by some 20-25%
and showed good resistance to diseases and lodging as well as
drought and heat tolerance. Sona is the third barley variety
released in the CAC region from ICARDA-supplied germplasm.
There are four more promising lines of barley in the
pipeline, all of them originating from ICARDA nurseries: 1) entry
36 Antares Ky63 from IBON-98/99; 2) entry 2 YEA-168 from
IBYT-CH-CW-01; 3) entry 83 laurel(1) from IBGP-02, and 4)
entry 23 line 805014 from ISBYLCO-02 (Source: Dr B. Djumakhanov)

Barley variety ‘Sona’ in the field

FOOD LEGUMES
NEW CHICKPEA VARIETY TESTED
IN TURKMENISTAN

T

esting of a promising chickpea line FLIP-98-131
submitted to the State Varietal Testing Commission of
Turkmenistan in 2005, yielded the preliminary results.
Identified by the scientists of Turkmen Research Institute of
Grain and given a local name 'Ahal', the new line showed good
results both in terms of disease resistance and crop standing.
Based on these results, Turkmen Research Institute of Grain
initiated seed production of this line in 2007. Hopefully, Ahal will
become the first chickpea variety released in Turkmenistan.
(Source: Dr Bitore Djumakhanov)

Performance of the new chickpea variety being evaluated
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VEGETABLES
PROMISING VARIETIES

T

esting of improved germplasm provided by the World
Vegetable Center (AVRDC) in Armenia is conducted by
breeders of the Scientific Center of Vegetables, Melons
and Technical Crops (SCVMTC). Some promising germplasm
identified include six accessions of tomato (PO1205, PO1569,
PO2135, PO1448, PO0085 and PO3683), sweet and chili
pepper (? ?2412 and ? ?4908), as well as two accessions of
eggplant (S00411 and S000620). All these accessions showed
good performance under local conditions and were included in
the selection process.
Along with this work, Armenian scientists are also
conducting competitive trials of the earlier identified promising
accessions for their submission to the State Varietal Trial
Commission.
(Source: Dr R. Mavlyanova, AVRDC - Tashkent)

The new trial plots being established

POTATO AND SWEET POTATO
SWEET POTATO TRIALS INITIATED

S

weet potato is a highly nutritious crop grown in most was made by the NARS of Uzbekistan, which was fulfilled by the
tropical areas of the world for both food and fodder. In International Potato Center (CIP). The first step in this
2005, a request for assistance in introducing this crop collaboration included identification and testing of sweet potato
germplasm provided by CIP, under conditions of CAC region. In
May 2007, some 21 sweet potato clones issued from in-vitro
plants multiplied by the Biotechnology Dept. of the National
University of Uzbekistan, Tashkent, were transplanted in the
fields of the Institute of Vegetables, Melon and Potato. The
objective is to conduct preliminary observations on the above
germplasm materials before including them in multilocation
trials. Preliminary observations will be carried out on: 1) growing
cycle (to see whether sweet potato could be planted between
two consecutive wheat crops), 2) growing habit (priority will be
given to erect and semi-erect plant types), 3) yield under local
conditions (from long to short-day conditions), and 4) starch
content (important for possible industrial use of the crop).
(Source: Dr. C. Carli, CIP - Tashkent)

In-vitro plants hardened before transplanting into the field

PROGRESS IN POTATO RESEARCH

R

esearch on the use of tissue culture technology, carried
out by CIP in collaboration with the Institute of
Vegetables, Melon and Potato of Uzbekistan, keeps
making good progress. In late April, 2007 some 5100 in-vitro
potato plants and microtubers were harvested after being
transplanted in the screenhouse of the Institute in December,
2006. Immediately after harvesting, seed tubers were treated
with a solution of Thiourea and GA3, to break dormancy so as to
have the tubers ready for further planting in the highlands of
Uzbekistan. In-vitro plants and microtubers were produced by
the Dept. of Biotechnology, Tashkent State Agrarian University.

Harvest of in-vitro potato plants.

(Source: Dr. C. Carli, CIP - Tashkent)

FIRST MULTILOCATIONAL TRIALS
ESTABLISHED

F

Pskem, Uzbekistan: CIP-derived clones at flowering stage
4
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irst year multilocational trials were established in
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan using seed tubers of CIPderived clones issued from in-vitro plants multiplied in
laboratories, and harvested in Pskem, Uzbekistan, and
Faizabad, Tajikistan, in 2006. In Uzbekistan, trials were
established in Khorezm region, Tashkent and Pskem,
representing different agro-ecological conditions: soils with
salinity presence, lowlands, and mid-elevation (1,600 m asl)
areas, respectively. In Tajikistan, multilocational trials were
established in Faizabad (1800 m asl) and Jirgatal (2,400 m asl),
with planting at the beginning of June.
(Source: Dr. C. Carli, CIP - Tashkent)

Research Highlights - Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
REGIONAL CLONAL SELECTION CONTINUED

I

n Tajikistan, and namely, in Faizabad and Jirgatal areas, the
regional clonal selection program was continued by planting
of 40 clones issued from 26 True Seed families, which were
harvested in Faizabad last year. This represents the third field
generation. Planting occurred at the beginning of June, later
than planned due to the rainfalls that hit Tajik highlands in May.
Tubers of each clone were split and planted in two localities in

order to avoid possible losses of germplasm materials due to
pest attacks (cutworms or Agrotis segetum) that are particularly
present in Faizabad area. Tubers from each clone were planted
at the spacing of 30 cm within the row and 70 cm between rows
(70 x 30 cm). Distance between different clones: 50 cm. At the
end of the year, the best selected clones will be shared with
other NARS of the CAC region.
(Source: Dr C. Carli, CIP - Tashkent)

Integrated Pest Management
TESTING OF PREDATORY MITES IN KYRGYZSTAN

Dr Barno Tashpulatova evaluating performance of predatory mites

P

romising results on onion thrips control in Kyrgyzstan
have been achieved under ICARDA-MSU program on
“Integrated Pest Management” supported by USAID.
Earlier research results showed that both onion thrips and

spider mites could be effectively controlled by predatory mite
species Amblyseius swirskii and Amblyseius cucumeris. Both
these species were provided by the MSU, via ICARDA, to the
Uzbek Institute of Plant Protection and the Kyrgyz Centre for
Enthomophage Rearing for Plant Protection, for research on
their mass rearing and colonization under conditions of Central
Asia.
The results of this research identified the optimal
predator:prey ratios for mass rearing of both the predator mites.
For example, the optimal predator:prey ratio on the prey mite,
Acarus siro, was 1:5 for A. swirskii and 1:7 for A. cucumeris, and
on Tyrophagus putrescentiae was 1:7 for A. swirskii and 1:10 for
A. cucumeris.
Recently, scientists of the Kyrgyz biolaboratory
conducted trials of Amblyseius cucumeris species on nectar
crops under greenhouse conditions, to measure their
performance against Thrips tabaci. During the trial,
entomophages showed high effectiveness except for where the
density of pest infestation was too high, around 10 insects per
leaf. The conclusion was made that effective thrips control
methodology would require that Amblyseius cucumeris is
released before the pest appearance on crop.
(Source: Dr. Barno Tashpulatova)

LB-RESISTANT POTATO CLONES PRODUCED

I

n an effort to facilitate pest and disease - free potato
production in Central Asia and the Caucasus, some late blight
(Phytophthora infestans) - resistant germplasm has been
provided by the International Potato Center (CIP) to the NARS of
Georgia. In May 2007, about 1500 in-vitro plants issued from the
15 CIP-derived potato clones were transplanted in the
screenhouse of Georgian Institute of Crop Husbandry for seed
tuper production. These seed tubers will be used for further trials
in the highlands next year to check their performance against
late blight under different environments in Georgia.
(Source: Dr. C. Carli, CIP - Tashkent)

Late blight resistant potato clones production in progress

Meetings / Workshops / Conferences
10th ICARDA-CAC REGIONAL PLANNING MEETING HELD

T

Participants of the Annual Planning Meeting

he Tenth ICARDA-Central Asia and the Caucasus (CAC)
Regional Program Planning Meeting was held on 31 May
2007 in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The meeting was attended
by the Heads and scientists of the CAC-NARS and ICARDA
scientists. The meeting was co-chaired by Acad. Tolib Nabiev,
President of the Tajik Agrarian Academy, and Dr Mahmoud Solh,
the Director General of ICARDA. In his welcome statement, Dr
Mahmoud Solh thanked the Heads of the National Programs
from Central Asia and the Caucasus for participation and
appreciated their continued support and cooperation with the
ICARDA-CAC Regional Program. He emphasized that the
Program established in 1998, is one of the fastest growing
programs of ICARDA, working for sustainable agricultural
development. It promotes regional cooperation for research,
capacity building and human resource development. In his
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Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
10th ICARDA-CAC REGIONAL PLANNING MEETING HELD (Continued from page 5)
opening remarks, Acad. Tolib Nabiev expressed appreciation to
ICARDA for long-term cooperation and assistance in research
for development of sustainable agriculture in Tajikistan in
particular and the CAC region as a whole. This was followed by a
presentation by Dr. Raj Paroda, ADG for International
Cooperation, on ICARDA' regional programs.
Dr Surendra Beniwal, Acting Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA-CAC, made a presentation on the progress made by
the Program since its establishment. He emphasized that the
Program has enabled all CAC NARS to have regular scientific
interaction and provided a neutral forum as an effective interface
among NARS. Considerable support has been provided for
PGR - related activities to organize 18 joint collection missions in
different countries and to establish the National Genetic
Resource Centers (including Gene Banks) in all countries of the
region. Already, 24 varieties of cereals and food legumes have
been released in the region. Research on crop diversification
has demonstrated that crops such as chickpea, lentil, soybean,
mung bean, safflower and several other alternative crops can be
grown for increased farm income. Conservation practices, such
as zero tillage, minimum tillage, raised-bed planting etc. have
shown good results in Central Asian countries and in Azerbaijan.
Efficient water use technologies, such as alternate furrow
irrigation in cotton, use of plastic chutes and drip irrigation in
sloping lands have been found promising. In addition, a number
of symposia proceedings, books and manuals have also been
published.
The participants discussed the results of 2006/07

season and workplan for 2007/08 in two working group
sessions: one on PGR and Germplasm Enhancement, cochaired by Dr Amor Yahyaoui, Senior Cereal Pathologist of
ICARDA, and Acad. Guram Aleksidze of Georgia, and the other
on Natural Resources Management, co-chaired by Drs Manzoor
Qadir, Marginal Water Specialist of ICARDA/IWMI, and Malik
Bekenov of Kyrgyzstan.
Recommendations from the two Group Meetings were
discussed and endorsed during the Plenary Session.
Concluding remarks were made by Dr. Mahmoud Solh, who
thanked the Government of Tajikistan for the excellent support
provided to ICARDA during the long-term cooperation in CAC
region and for hosting the meeting in Dushanbe.

Dr Mahmoud Solh comments during the meeting

BRIGHT SPOTS PROJECT: ANNUAL PLANNING & THE STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

Project achievements highlighted during the Open Space Presentation

T

he third Annual Planning meeting and the Steering
Committee Meeting of the ADB-funded project “Enabling
communities in the Aral Sea basin to combat land
resources degradation through the creation of “Bright Spots”
were held on 2 April, 2007 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
Representatives of the ADB, government officials, research
administrators and scientists from the CG Centers and NARS of
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan attended the
Meeting to review progress achieved in 2006 and discuss
workplan for 2007.
The Meeting was inaugurated by Dr Herath
Manthritilake, Head, IWMI-CA. He was followed by Dr Rustam
Abdukayumov, Portfolio Management Officer, ADB Resident
Mission in Uzbekistan and Mr. Thomas Panella, Project

Coordinator, ADB-Manila, who were hopeful that important
results achieved by the project would be widely disseminated in
near future, especially through their integration in the ADB's loan
projects in Central Asia which currently need stronger scientific
guidance. Dr Berdimukhammed Atdayev, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture of Turkmenistan greeted the participants and
informed them on the impact of the project on agricultural
development in Turkmenistan.
During the Open Space Presentation were presented
posters highlighting project achievements in each participating
country, along with a short film on knowledge sharing studies
performed under the project. During the discussion session that
followed, Drs Ibatullin, Ruziev and Bezborodov, Project
Coordinator, and Dr Kristina Toderich, Consultant, ICBA-CAC,
answered questions related to PG application, crop
diversification, saline water use, and other related issues.
Importance of crop diversification to improve productivity in the
region was stressed by Dr Asad Qureshi, Project Manager,
IWMI. Summarizing the discussion, he highlighted the following
key areas of research for the second phase of the project: 1)
Prioritize successes for large scale dissemination; 2) Introduce
more salt tolerant crops; 3) Identify technical and policy gaps; 4)
Strengthen extension services, and 5) Optimize economic
productivity cropping systems. Dr Qureshi also pointed out that
the second phase of the project should provide guidelines for
farmers on how to go from “Bright spots” to “Bright communities”.
In conclusion, Dr. Manthritilake thanked all three
National Coordinators, staff and collaborators of the project for
the excellent progress and shared his views on the further
actions needed for assuring the sustainability of the project.

ROUND TABLE ON INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES TO ADDRESS SOIL SALINITY

A

Round table meeting on “Farmer community-led Licorice application for rehabilitation of abandoned irrigated lands is
trial” was held at the Gulistan State University (GSU), conducted at Galaba Farm, Syrdarya province,by GSU, IWMI,
Uzbekistan, on 6 June 2007. The study on Licorice ICARDA and ICBA under the ADB funded “Bright Spots” project.
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Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES TO ADDRESS SOIL SALINITY (Continued from page 6)
The objectives of the round table were to facilitate feedback from
all the stakeholders to summarize research results achieved so
far, develop measures to out-scale and up-scale research
outputs, explore the possibilities to sustain these activities after
the project expires, and strengthen the existing partnerships
aimed at combating land and water degradation.
It was made clear that establishment of licorice can
contribute towards rehabilitation of abandoned salt - affected
lands and improvement of irrigation infrastructure, as well as
better resource management at both farm and district level.
Importantly, feedback from the farmers indicated their growing
interest in up taking this technology, as licorice biomass can be

used as livestock feed during winter time. However, government
support to create enabling environment for wider adoption of the
technology, as well as further research to improve it, are needed.
Actions to sustain the research achievements and
facilitate its up- and out-scaling discussed during the meeting,
included: i) demonstration of experimental sites to policy makers
and farmers living in salt-affected environments, ii) approaching
the Government for support in further research, iii) attracting
more attention of international organizations to ensure
continuation of the initiative. A meeting with representatives of
government bodies and farmers to discuss further actions was
planned to be held in the late August, 2007.

VEGETABLE PRODUCERS’ FORUM HELD IN KAZAKHSTAN
A Central Asian forum “KAZAGROFOOD - 2007” aimed at the
development of production systems, improvement of export
potential and strengthening the collaboration in the area of fruit
and vegetable production was organized in Shymkent,
Kazakhstan, from 1-3 June. Among the participants were
representatives of government, private companies and
corporations, as well as scientists from international
organizations involved in vegetable production development. Dr
Ravza Mavlyanova, representing the World Vegetable Center
(AVRDC) in CAC presented the overview of outcomes of socioeconomic research of vegetable production systems of Central
Asia and the Caucasus conducted by the Center. These
outcomes are intended to help priority setting for vegetable
systems development the region.

Dr Ravza Mavlyanova participating in the Forum

ROUND TABLE ON FEED AND RANGE PRODUCTIVITY

A

one - day Round Table Discussion on “Feed and Range
Productivity” was held on 27 May, 2007 in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan, under the joint ICARDA - IFAD project on
“Community Action in Integrated and Market Oriented FeedLivestock Production in Central Asia”. Leading range and forage
scientists from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and ICARDA
participated in the meeting.
The round table was inaugurated by Acad. Mekhlis
Suleimenov, Consultant, ICARDA-CAC, on behalf of the
Regional Coordinator, ICARDA and Head, PFU-CGIAR. Dr
Barbara Rischkowsky, Project Manager and Principal Livestock
Investigator, ICARDA, in her presentation, highlighted
importance of forage and range management. She stressed that

forages can become a catalyst of change, which is an
opportunity that must be utilized. She was followed by NARS
scientists, who reported on the project progress.
After presentations, each of the project activities was
thoroughly discussed, and examples of experiments and
research issues were outlined. This discussion covered an
important issues of knowledge exchange and capacity building,
which could be facilitated through involving Master and PhD
students in the project activities. Based on the outputs of these
discussions, the future project activities were planned, including
finalizing the work plan for feed and range component, preparing
a feeding and forage survey and organizing the training for
students involved in the project.

THE FIRST CENTRAL-ASIAN FORUM ON INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT

Participants of the first regional forum on IPM

T

he First Central-Asian Forum on Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) was organized under the joint MSU ICARDA program on IPM in CAC from 27-29 May, 2007,
in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. More than 40 representatives of

international organizations, universities, public institutions,
extension services and scientists of the NARS of Tajikistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, participated in the forum.
The forum was inaugurated by Acad. Tolib Nabiev,
President, Tajik Academy of Agricultural Sciences. Dr Robert
Hedlund, Manager, USAID - EGAT/NRM and Dr Karim Maredia,
Director, IPM program for Central Asia, welcomed the
participants on behalf of their organizations and wished success
in the meeting.
Working session of the forum was organized into three
sections, covering, respectively, current status of IPM program
in Central Asia, collaboration between regional and international
IPM programs, and country progress reports. Among important
activities highlighted was the Farmers Field School (FFS) in IPM
operating in Kyrgyzstan since 2003, which facilitated large-scale
uptake of IPM technologies in vegetable and technical crop
systems. Some important technical presentations highlighted
the use of information technologies in IPM research, landscape
ecology for plant protection, using the nectar plants to attract
beneficial insects, as well as improved practices for herbivorous
nematodes management.

(Source: Dr Nurali Saidov)
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FORUM ON INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT
Based on the outcomes of the Forum, some suggestions
were made with regard to the future activities of IPM program for
CA, the most important of them being:
џ National research institutions and universities will
provide information on their IPM research for inclusion
into the program database to create Central Asian
Integrated Pest Management Network;
џ Non-traditional IPM methodologies research is to be
strengthened and given higher priority;
џ Training on IPM is to be organized in the Agrarian

(Continued from page 7)

universities of CA;
џ Publications and knowledge exchange shall be
strengthened;
џ A monthly newsletter on IPM to be prepared.
Forum participants also visited the experimental plots of
the Institute of Zoology and Parasitology, a vegetable production
farm in Tursunzade district, and the FFS and demonstration
sites of the Research Institute of Plant Protection and
Quarantine.

FIELD DAY TO DEMONSTRATE PROMISING GERMPLASM

A

farmers field day devoted to demonstration of the
promising cereal and food legume germplasm trials was
organized jointly by ICARDA-CAC and South-Western
Scientific Production Centre of Agriculture, on 13 June, 2007, at
Krasny Vodopad research station, Southern Kazakhstan. More
than 50 participants, including government officials, NARS and
ICARDA scientists, and farmers attended the field day.
After the official inauguration, which included opening
of a memorial plate of imminent barley breeder, Dr Sadirbay
Baituganov, participants of the field day were invited to visit the
recently opened Gene Bank, which already holds more than 250
accessions of important agricultural crops and their wild
relatives. Afterwards, participants were invited to see the trials of
improved cereal and food legume germplasm, while the
researchers involved explained about the breeding program.
During the demonstration of barley trials, two promising lines
selected from ICARDA materials (Entry 6, Winter and
Facultative Barley Yield Trial WFBYT 1996/97, and Entry 36,
Winter and Facultative Barley Observation Nursery WFBON
1996/97) were presented by Dr Ortaev, barley breeder. Both
these lines outyielded the local check by 15-20% during the last
three years' trials and were included into seed multiplication trial.
After the field visit, Acad. R. Urazaliev delivered a
lecture on the joint CIMMYT
ICARDA
Turkey wheat
improvement program, highlighting the new varieties “Ak Dan”,
“Taza”, “Jetisy” and “Karaaspan” originating from international
nurseries. Dr Surendra Beniwal, Acting Regional Coordinator,

ICARDA-CAC, delivered a speech on ICARDA’s current and
future activities in the area of germplasm improvement of grain
and legume crops.
Both the promising germplasm and presentations
arouse curious interest among the visiting farmers who were
willing to introduce the improved varieties in their fields. Mr.
Nurmakhan Zholdasov, the governor of Saryagash province,
mentioned that political will is also there to support crop
diversification through introduction of profitable legume crops.

Dr A.Ortaev presenting promising lines of barley to Dr S. Beniwal, Dr Z. Khalikulov
and Mr. N. Tolipov, Head, local Land Management Committee

WORKSHOP ON CROP-LIVESTOCK SYSTEMS UNDER SALINE ENVIRONMENTS

A

multi-institutional workshop to develop a project proposal May, 2007. Some 25 scientists representing international
on crop-livestock systems under saline environments research institutions, CAC NARS and CG Consortium members
was organized under aegis of the Systemwide Livestock participated in the workshop.
Program of the CGIAR in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, from 24-26
The workshop was opened by Prof. Toshboltoev,
Deputy Director of Uzbek Scientific Production Center for
Agriculture, Uzbekistan. Welcome address was delivered by Dr
Surendra Beniwal, Acting Head, PFU-CGIAR and Regional
Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC. Dr Manzoor Qadir, marginal water
scientist, ICARDA, made a presentation on salt-prone land and
water resources and opportunities for crop-livestock production
systems. He was followed by the other participants who
presented their suggestions on the proposed project. During the
next two days, workshop participants were focusing on
proposed project outline, expected outputs, and other related
aspects. The follow up tasks and strategies were developed on
the basis of these deliberations. It was decided that the project
would focus on enhancing the productivity of salt-prone land and
water resources to ensure sustainability of smallholder croplivestock farmers in West and Central Asia.
Group photo of the workshop participants

STRENGTHENING CGIAR ECO-REGIONAL PROGRAM IN THE CAUCASUS

A

brief visit to the two Caucasian countries, Azerbaijan and
Georgia, was paid by Dr Surendra Beniwal, Acting Head,
and Dr Zakir Khalikulov, Consultant, PFU-CGIAR for
CAC, from 25-28 June, 2007. The main purpose of the visit was
8
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to facilitate establishment of a Sub-Regional office of PFUCGIAR in Tbilisi and to discuss further strengthening of
collaboration between CGIAR Consortium for CAC and the
NARS of the region.
(Continued on page 9)

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
CGIAR PROGRAM IN THE CAUCASUS

(Continued from page 8)

In Azerbaijan, a series of important meetings was held
on 25 and 28 June, involving policy makers and senior research
administrators, such as Dr Bakhram Aliev, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture of Azerbaijan, Dr Asad Musayev, Director General,
Azerbaijan Agrarian Center, and Dr Zeinal Akperov, Director,
Genetic Resources Institute. The meetings discussed
development of project proposals on seed production,
conservation agriculture, and germplasm enhancement of
various important crops, as well as building new linkages
between Azerbaijan NARS and the Consortium partners under
the CGIAR - CAC Program.
In Georgia, Drs Beniwal and Khalikulov discussed
options for opening of a sub-regional office of PFU-CGIAR for
the Caucasus. Dr Beniwal introduced Dr David Bedoshvili, who
will head the new Sub-Office, to all the key partners, which was

followed by the discussion of several organizational issues.
They met with Mr. Alexander Tsintsadze, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture. Dr Beniwal informed him about the status of
collaboration between CG Centers in Georgian NARS. It was
agreed that this collaboration could further be strengthened by
signing a new Agreement between ICARDA and the Ministry.
Another issue discussed was obtaining endorsement letter for
the project on Mountain Agriculture, which is to be implemented
in Georgia and Armenia.
During their stay in Georgia, Dr Beniwal and Dr
Khalikulov also visited Georgian Academy of Agricultural
Sciences, Georgian State Agricultural University, Crop
Husbandry Institute and Mtsheta Experimental Station, as well
as the Scientific-Research Institutes Coordination Division of
the Ministry of Education and Science.

FUTURE COLLABORATION DISCUSSED IN KYRGYZSTAN

F

rom 23-26 April, 2007, Dr Surendra Beniwal, Acting
Regional Coordinator, Dr Raj Gupta, Project Manager,
Sustainable Land Management Research project (SLMR) and Mr. Alisher Mirzabaev, Project Administrative Assistant,
visited Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.
The team met Mr. John Patterson, Head of the MultiCounty Secretariat of the Central Asian Countries Initiative for
Land Management (CACILM) in Asian Development Bank, to
review the progress in implementation of the different
components of the SLM Project. They also discussed various
issues regarding governance and implementation of the SLM-R
project led by ICARDA as member of the Strategic Partnership
Agreement. SLM-R is the first project that will be commissioned
by ICARDA under the aegis of CACILM.
The team also visited the Research Institute of
Irrigation, the National Gene Bank, the Research Institute of
Farming (RIF) and its experimental farms to see the
performance of the new wheat and barley cultivars. In the
Research Institute of Irrigation, the team exchanged views with
national experts on innovative methods for improving the
efficiency of the agricultural inputs and reduce the menace of
irrigation induced-erosion in sloping lands, and identify gaps that
can be filled through the new SLM-R Project.
The team was also received by Mr. Sorombay
Jeenbekov, Minister of Agriculture. Dr Beniwal briefed him on
the progress of SLM-R under CACILM, and to solicit his support
for smooth functioning of the Gene Bank in particular and

agricultural research in general. H.E. Mr. Jeenbekov
appreciated ICARDA and other CG Centers for widening their
strategic partnerships in Kyrgystan to strengthen the national
research system and assured his support for all the
collaborative activities. Meetings with Acad. Akimaliev, Director
General, RIF, and Dr Kulov, Head, NSEK - CACILM and
UNCCD Focal Point, proved very fruitful as they resulted in
deciding priorities for sustaining agriculture on sloping lands in
Kyrgyzstan.

(from left to right) Acad. Akimaliev, Mr. Jeenbekov, Dr Beniwal and Dr Gupta

DG OF AVRDC VISITS THE PROGRAM IN CAC

D

r Thomas Lumpkin, Director General, the World Meeting of the CGIAR Eco-Regional Program for Central Asia
Vegetable Center, visited the two CAC countries, and the Caucasus held in Dushanbe from 28-30 May.
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, from 25-26 May, 2007. The
(Source: Dr. Ravza Mavlyanova, AVRDC - Tashkent)
busy schedule of his visit included a number of important
meetings with the NARS and representatives of international
organizations. At the office of the Program Facilitation Unit of
CGIAR Program for CAC in Tashkent, he discussed on-going
collaboration with Dr Surendra Beniwal, the Acting Head of the
PFU. Afterwards, Dr Lumpkin, together with Dr Mavlyanova,
AVRDC Representative in CAC, visited Mr. Hong Wei, Country
Director, ADB - Tashkent. He also visited trials of the promising
lines of tomato, pepper, eggplant and onion at the Research
Institute for Vegetables, Melons and Potato. Future
collaboration between the Uzbek NARS and AVRDC was
discussed during the meeting with Prof. B. Azimov, the National
Coordinator for vegetable production. The next important
meeting took place in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, when prospects of
collaboration were discussed with the management of the Aga
Khan Foundation Program for Mountain Societies
Development. He also attended the Tenth Steering Committee
Dr Lumpkin evaluating the recently established trials
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Meetings/Workshops/Conferences - Human Resource Development
DDG-RESEARCH, CIP, VISITS CAC PROGRAM

CIP scientists visit Uzbek Research Institute of Vegetable, Melon and Potato

D

r. Charles Crissman, Deputy Director General for
Research, International Potato Center (CIP) visited CAC
region from 17 - 28 May, 2007. During his visit to
Uzbekistan, Dr Crissman, accompanied by Dr Carlo Carli, Head,
CIP Liaison Office in Tashkent, met with Dr Surendra Beniwal,
Acting Head, PFU-CGIAR-CAC, Dr Abdushukur Khanazarov,

Deputy Minister of Agriculture of Uzbekistan and Director
General, Uzbek Scientific Production Center, as well as
representatives of the World Bank and Asian Development
Bank. Future opportunities and perspectives for development
and cooperation were discussed in the course of these
meetings. Dr Crissman also visited the site of multilocation trial
of CIP potato clones in Khorezm region and talked to the local
NARS partners represented by Dr R. Khakimov, Director,
Research Institute of Vegetables, Melon and Potato, Prof.
Toichiev, Vice-Rector, the National University of Uzbekistan,
and Prof. Kimsanbaev, Rector, Tashkent State Agrarian
University.
In Tajikistan, Dr Crissman, accompanied by Dr Carli,
met with the local NARS partners represented by the Research
Institute of Plant Physiology and Genetics, FAO staff, and
evaluated tissue culture facilities of the Agrarian University. At
the end of these meetings, Dr Crissman presented a lecture
about CIP activities in mountainous contexts to the Tajik
scientists and collaborators in the Ministry of Agriculture.
Beside these activities, Dr Crissman had a number of fruitful
meetings with perspective donors and partners at ADB, USAID,
the World Bank and German Agro-Action.
(Source: Dr. C. Carli, CIP - Tashkent)

IMPORTANT VISITORS TO THE CAC PROGRAM

D

uring April - June, 2007, the CGIAR Program for Central
Asia and the Caucasus received a number of important
visitors representing donor organizations, collaborating
agencies, and possible partners in its Tashkent office.
On 17 May, a delegation from Tajikistan, including the
team of the World Bank “Community Agriculture and Water
Management” project, and its WB supervisors, had a meeting
with CAC Program partners, in order to facilitate exchange of
knowledge and experience and discuss possible collaboration.
They also discussed the Central Asian Countries’ Initiative on
Land Management.
On 8 June, Mr. Abdellatif Tabet, Sub-regional
Coordinator for Central Asia and Mr. Raimund Jehle, Policy
Officer, FAO, met with scientists of the CG Consortium partners
in Tashkent to overview the progress of two FAO supported
Dr Beniwal presenting the Program activities to scientists from Tajikistan

Visiting FAO team and CG Program scientists

projects on Technical cooperation for seed production and
Conservation agriculture in Karakalpakstan.
On 11 June, the Tashkent office of the Program was
visited by Mr. Martin Cleemann Rasmussen, Nordic Gene Bank,
and Ms. Carina Larsson, Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences. The purpose of their visit was to explore possible
cooperation in the area of long-term support to the Gene Banks
of Central Asian countries. The program of their visit included
meeting with Dr Surendra Beniwal, Acting Head, Program
Facilitation Unit of the CGIAR program for CAC, and visits to the
Uzbek Scientific Production Center for Agriculture, the
Research Institute of Plant Industry and the Research Institute
of Genetic and Experimental Biology of Plants.

Human Resource Development
TRAINING WORKSHOP ON SALT TOLERANT CROPS

T

raining workshop on “Production and Utilization of Salt
Tolerant Forage Crops/Halophytes” was conducted from
5-8 June 2007, in Samarkand, Uzbekistan. Organized
jointly by the Samarkand State University, International Center
of Bio-saline Agriculture (ICBA), ICARDA and IWMI and cofunded by OPEC Foundation for International Development

(OFID) and ADB, the workshop strengthened the capacity of
young scientists and farmers specializing on production and
utilization of salt-tolerant plants as well as production of livestock
feed from Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
During the workshop, leading researchers from ICBA ,
Desert Research Center of Egypt, and distinguished scientists
(Continued on page 11)
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Human Resource Development
TRAINING WORKSHOP ON SALT TOLERANT CROPS
from CAC NARS delivered lectures on evaluation of genetic Hasan, Desert Research Center, Egypt, and Drs Surat Yusupov
resources, breeding of salt tolerant crops and potential use of and Nikolai Makarov, KSBDE.
halophytes as livestock feed. A special lecture was devoted to
the methods of conservation of halophyte biomass for use as
animal feed during shortage periods. The trainees also visited
experimental plot of Karakul Sheep Breeding and Desert
Ecology Institute (KSBDE) in Kyzylkesek, where wild halophyte
planting is used in combination with mineralized groundwater
application for biomass production on salinity
affected
abandoned lands. This activity is implemented within the
framework of joint IWMI-ICARDA-ICBA “Bright spots” project.
During the field trip, participants also got familiarized with ongoing research related to rangeland management under arid
and semiarid environments, pasture conservation and
improvement, and halophyte utilization for livestock feed at
KSBDE’s main facility in Samarkand. After the field trip, the
workshop participants engaged in a practical exercise on
processing and conservation of forage using locally available
Training workshop in progress
resources and low-cost technologies prepared by Dr Elshaer

TRAINING WORKSHOP ON DOCUMENTATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

A

Training Workshop for the members of the Regional PGR
Information Network in CAC was organized jointly by
Global Crop Diversity Trust and ICARDA-CAC from 16 20 April, 2007, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The goal of the
workshop was to review the current status of activities on PGR
documentation and national databases in each participating
country, discuss the achievements and constraints faced by the
Network, and identify options for its further development.
After the official inauguration by Dr Surendra Beniwal,
Acting Head, PFU and Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC,
and Prof. A. Abdukarimov, Director General, Uzbek RI of
Genetics and Experimental Biology, the participants were
briefed on the overall progress of project implementation by Dr
Jan Konopka, Germplasm Documentation Office, ICARDA. He
was followed by representatives of the National Programs, who
reported on various aspects of PGR documentation, including:
a) the current status of implementation of the national PGR
databases, b) needs and constraints to implement National
PGR Information Network, c) suggested future activities. Based
on these presentations, some directions for future activities
have been identified, including: 1) strengthening of the regional

cooperation, 2) further improvement of database software, 3)
optimization of data structure, 4) utilizing GIS technologies for
more clear representation of PGR data, and 5) building linkages
with national and regional databases maintained by ICARDA,
FAO, EURISCO, etc, were elaborated by the participants.

Participants of the workshop

NATIONAL TRAINING ON INTEGRATED SEED QUALITY ASSURANCE

A

National Training Course on Integrated Seed Quality
Assurance was organized jointly by ICARDA-CAC and
FAO under the T echnical C ooperation Project
(TCP/UZB/3002) from 4-8 June, 2007, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
The participants got trained in the theoretical and practical
aspects of seed quality assurance as well as International Seed
Testing Association (ISTA) accreditation issues. This will help
maximize efficiency of seed quality assurance, reduce losses in

Group photo of the training participants

good quality seed, help improving and maintaining seed quality
attributes and health standards, and facilitate the national seed
system in becoming an ISTA member.
The training course included both theoretical lectures
and practical exercises delivered by Mrs. Anny van Pijlen,
Training Facilitator, FAO and Dr Aziz Nurbekov, ICARDA-CAC.
Topics covered by the training program included management of
moisture and purity, control of germination, tetrazolium testing
techniques, introduction to quality assurance principles, and a
lecture on strengthening seed production sector in Uzbekistan.
In the end of the course, participants took final examination,
which showed significant improvement of their skills.
During certificate distribution ceremony, participants of
the training expressed their gratitude for organizing this useful
course. Prof. Amir Amanov, Chief Consultant, President's Office,
and Dr Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister of Agriculture,
and Water Industry, thanked ICARDA and FAO for support in
building national research capacity. Dr Surendra Beniwal,
Acting Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC, thanked the Uzbek
government for the excellent collaboration. Mr. Abdellatif Tabet,
Sub-regional Coordinator for Central Asia, FAO, in his speech,
highlighted importance of capacity building in the seed sector
and ensured future support of his organization.
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Miscellaneous News
DR MAHMOUD SOLH RECEIVES D.SC. ‘HONORIS CAUSA’ IN TAJIK AGRARIAN UNIV.

Dr Solh receiving the honorary diploma

n 29 May, 2007, Dr Mahmoud Solh, Director General,
ICARDA, headed a joint delegation of senior research
administrators and scientists of ICARDA and NARS of all
the CAC region to visit the Tajik Agrarian University in
Dushanbe. The visit, organized jointly by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Academy of Agricultural Sciences and the
University, provided a wealth of opportunities for strengthening
of the existing partnership between ICARDA and agricultural

O

research system of Tajikistan, the most symbolic of which was
planting of trees in the University's Friendship Garden by
ICARDA and the NARS leaders.
Afterwards, ICARDA Information Center facility,
located in the University premises, was inaugurated by Dr Solh
and Dr Izatullo Sattarov, University Rector. This Center provides
students and faculty staff with publications on the activities
performed by CG Consortium in the CAC region, as well as
access to Internet and various computerized services.
Following the inauguration, Dr Mahmoud Solh
delivered a lecture on “The Role of ICARDA in the Central Asia
and the Caucasus”, which was warmly welcomed by the
audience of more than 500 researchers, teachers and students.
After the lecture, in appreciation for all the support
provided by ICARDA to agricultural research system of
Tajikistan, Dr Solh was awarded Honorary Doctorship of the
Tajik Agrarian University and presented a plaque with the
University logo and a Tajik national dress. For their contributions
towards development of CG-NARS collaboration in Tajikistan,
Dr Raj Paroda, ADG for International Cooperation, ICARDA,
and Dr Surendra Beniwal, Acting Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA CAC and Heads, PFU-CGIAR were honored with
symbolic gifts.

NEW PROJECTS APPROVED

A

new research project on Sustainable Land Management
(SLM-R) under CACILM has recently been approved by
the Asian Development Bank for joint funding with GEF.
The project will be implemented in all five countries of the

Central Asia and will be coordinated by ICARDA. The Inception
Workshop for the new Project is planned to be held from 2-4 July,
2007 to discuss the work plans, stakeholder responsibilities and
budget allocations.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Staff Changes
ACAD. MEKHLIS SULEIMENOV RETIRES

A

cad. Mekhlis Suleimenov,
Asst. Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA- CAC, retires on 30
June, after 10 years at ICARDA, and
an outstanding record of
achievements in research,
technology transfer and capacity
building in the CAC region. He joined
ICARDA as Liaison Officer, and was
laterappointed Assistant Regional
Coordinator. In his message to
colleagues, Acad. Suleimenov
wrote: "It is time for me to say goodbye to all colleagues in ICARDA.
First of all I would like to thank Dr Adel El- Beltagy for giving me
the opportunity to work with ICARDA. I am thankful to Dr Willie
Erskine, Dr Paroda and Dr Beniwal. I am grateful to all ICARDA
staff with whom I worked, and especially to the staff in Tashkent
where I always felt happy. I hope they have the same feelings.”

CONSULTANT FOR SLM-R JOINED
Dr. Raj K. Gupta joined CGIAR-PFU
office in Tashkent, Uzbekistan as
Consultant for the new Sustainable
Land Management Research project
under CACILM, starting from 12 April,
2007. In his previous assignment, Dr
Gupta served as Coordinator of the
Indian national network on use of low
quality waters and reclamation of salt
affected soils (1988-95) and as
National Coordinator of the World
Bank funded NATP Project (19952000) in ICAR, New Delhi. He also
served as Regional Coordinator of the
Rice-Wheat Consortium and Head of CIMMYT-India (20002007). His work on resource conserving technologies received
the prestigious King Baudouin Award and the Excellence in
Science Award of the CGIAR. His new colleagues wish him all
the success in his new position in CGIAR-CAC
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