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NINTH CGIAR-CAC PROGRAM STEERING
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD

T

he ninth meeting of the Steering Committee of the
CGIAR Eco-Regional Program for Sustainable
Agriculture in Central Asia and the Caucasus (CAC)
was held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan from 3-5 April, 2005. More
than 50 scientists from the CAC countries as well as from the
seven CG centers and three IARCs as members of the
Consortium attended the meeting. Mr. Martin Raiser from the
World Bank, Dr. Tumurdavaa Bayarsaihan from ADB, and Dr.
Carl-Gustaf Thornstrom from Swedish International
Development Agency (Sida) also participated.
The Inaugural Session was chaired by Prof. Dr. Adel
El-Beltagy, Director General, ICARDA, who is also the Chair
of the Center Directors Committee Task Force for CAC, and
Co-chaired by Dr. Guram Aleksidze, Vice-President,
Georgian Academy of Agricultural Sciences.
Dr. Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Water Resources of Uzbekistan and
Chairman, CACAARI welcomed the participants, saying it
was a great honor for Uzbekistan to host this important
meeting. On behalf of the Host Government, Dr. Khanazarov
expressed appreciation for the valuable support provided
(Continued on page 2)

Prof. A. Khanazarov (second, left) welcomes the participants

Message from Dr. Mahmoud Solh
Director General, ICARDA
Chairman, CDC Task Force for CAC
ICARDA's partnership with the CAC
region started in December 1995 in
Tashkent when the first major
stakeholders' workshop was held to
mobilize science in support of agricultural
development in the region. At that time, I
participated in the meeting as Regional
Coordinator for ICARDA's Nile Valley and
Red Sea Program (NVRSP), established
in 1979 as Nile Valley Program, just two Dr. Mahmoud Solh
years after the establishment of ICARDA.
The intention was to use the lessons learned in NVRSP to
develop a regional program for CAC. One year later, in
1996, in my capacity as Director/Assistant Director General
for International Cooperation at ICARDA, I worked closely
with Dr Suren Beniwal, ICARDA's Regional Coordinator for
CAC, based in Tashkent, to develop the CAC Regional
Program. The agro-ecologies as well as the problems of
agriculture in CAC are similar to those in parts of the West
Asia and North Africa (WANA) region, which then
constituted the regional geographic mandate of ICARDA.
Thus, technologies and innovations already developed by
ICARDA for WANA were of immediate relevance to
addressing problems of CAC region.
The events that followed the stakeholders'
meeting in Tashkent led to the establishment of a
Consortium involving nine CGIAR Centers, with support
from several donor agencies. The objective was for the CAC
region to benefit from the common pool of knowledge and
the rich experience of the CGIAR Centers and other
partners of the Consortium. At the same time, the CGIAR
expanded ICARDA's regional geographic mandate from
WANA to CWANA (Central and West Asia and North Africa)
to include the CAC region.
In retrospect, I am extremely pleased that the
CGIAR Program for CAC, hosted by ICARDA in its Tashkent
Office, has made significant progress since it was launched
in 1998. Twenty-one new varieties of wheat, barley, and food
and forage legumes have since been released in CAC
countries. More than 2,800 valuable accessions of various
crops and fruit and nut trees have been collected. The
Uzbek Gene Bank in Tashkent has been renovated. Also,
national plant genetic resources centers have been
established in all eight countries. Innovative technologies
have been developed and adopted by farmers for
sustainable management of natural resources of land, water
and agrobiodiversity. Several improved livestock production
practices have been developed and are attracting farmer
attention. Over 5,000 scientists from CAC have received
training or have participated in scientific meetings.
Agreements with several academies and universities in
Central Asia have been signed for joint supervision of MSc
and PhD candidates.
(Continued on page 2)
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ICARDA, welcomed
the meeting. He
the participants. He expressed gratitude to the Government of hoped that with the support of IFPRI, crucial issues relating to
Uzbekistan for good support provided to the Program. He was policy research will be addressed in a more efficient way.
very appreciative of the cooperation extended by the CAC
Dr. Raj Paroda, Head, Program Facilitation Unit of the
NARS, which has made the progress of the Program exemplary CGIAR Program for CAC, in his comprehensive presentation,
and highlighted some of the most significant achievements in entitled “Making the Difference”, outlined the major
various areas of collaboration. Dr. El-Beltagy also indicated that achievements of the program, which included: development and
the challenges addressed by CGIAR Centers are of global release of 20 improved varieties; conservation of genetic
importance in view of the climate change, drought and resources; improved agronomic practices and activities on
population growth, especially in the CWANA region. He also water-use efficiency; capacity building for NARS; development
emphasized the need for the Government support to the of networks within the region for agricultural research; and new
national agricultural research and education systems being initiatives in various research areas. He also emphasized that
crucial for the prosperity of future generations.
the CAC Program is presently addressing 10 out of 20 newly
Dr. Guram Aleksidze, Vice-President, Georgian revised priorities of the CGIAR Science Council. Dr. Paroda
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, in his remarks, on behalf of thanked all the program partners for their valuable support.
the NARS from the Central Asian and Caucasian countries,
(Continued on page 3)

MESSAGE FROM DR. MAHMOUD SOLH
Around 400 young scientists have been trained in English
language. The extraordinary progress made in a short period has
drawn increased donor attention and support.
In June 2001, policy makers from the eight countries,
representatives of donor organizations and CGIAR centers,
leaders of NARS, and other stakeholders met at Issyk-Kul,
Kyrgyzstan to reinforce their commitment to agricultural research
and development. They were unanimous in their endorsement of
the Issyk-Kul Declaration, stating that agricultural research be given
the highest priority in order to improve livelihoods, alleviate poverty,
and strengthen national economies through improved productivity
and sustainability of agricultural production systems. The
declaration has paved the way for all stakeholders to benefit from a
partnership approach to solving the problems of the region.
When I moved to FAO as Director of Plant Production and
Protection Division in 2002, I carried these positive impressions
about the CAC Program in my mind. As a result, in January/February
2003, ICARDA participated in a mission organized by FAO Plant
Genetic Resources Service (AGPS) to selected countries in Central
Asia to review the status of the seed sectors in each country and
assess the efficiency of the prevailing seed supply, distribution and
marketing systems, with a view to developing an action plan for the
improvement of seed trade between the Central Asian countries.
During 2003-2005, FAO, ECO and ICARDA collaborated to improve
food security in CAC countries through a new TCP project entitled
“Support to Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) for the
preparation of a Regional Program for Food Security.”
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Now that I have returned to ICARDA as the Center's new
Director General, I see this as a great opportunity to provide
increased support to the on-going program in the CAC region. The
CAC Region has tremendous potential. It has one of the largest
rangeland areas in the world, a fascinating diversity of livestock
breeds, crop germplasm, fruits and vegetables. The region is also
famous for its academies, institutions, highly professional and
committed scientists, as well as hard-working farmers. To take the
collaborative program forward, the future strategy of ICARDA in CAC
will seek to address the emerging challenges related to policy and
land reforms, sustainable management of natural resources,
diversification of agriculture, seed systems development and
harmonization, and livestock improvement including feed and fodder
management and rangelands rehabilitation. ICARDA will contribute
to this in close collaboration with national agricultural research
systems and sister CGIAR Centers as well as other stakeholders.
The role of ICARDA in building human resource capability of NARS
in the region will also increase.
Through this issue of the CAC News, I would like to
congratulate the CAC NARS scientists and governments for their
exemplary dedication and support to ICARDA's collaborative
research program. I would like to thank all donors involved in the
program for their generous financial support. Dr Raj Paroda deserves
special compliments for his able leadership of the program, which
has culminated in the fast progress and major achievements that we
will continue to witness.

Important Events
During the meeting, country status reports on agricultural
research were presented by the NARS representatives of the
respective countries. Also, reports on ongoing collaborative
activities with the various CG centers were presented. These
included: field crop genetic resources; germplasm
enhancement; diversification; integrated natural resources
management; water and crop management; feed and livestock
management; wheat, groundnut, potato and rice improvement;
strengthening vegetable research; biosaline agriculture
practices; and new initiatives on IPM in collaboration with MSU
and genetic resource conservation in partnership with Sida.
With regard to the Sida involvement in the region, the
Steering Committee proposed that, in the initial implementation
process, the management and decision making links between
the Sida Program and the CGIAR-CAC Program be properly
established and agreed upon in order to facilitate procedural
requirements by Sida as well as those of the CGIAR Consortium
for CAC and to ensure complimentarity with the on-going PGR
initiatives in the region.
During the Plenary Session, all the participants
expressed their satisfaction with the results of the meeting. As
per suggestion from Dr. Tolib Nabiev, President, Tajik Academy
of Agricultural Sciences, it was decided to hold the next meeting
of the Program Steering Committee in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. Dr.
Nabiev was also elected as the Co-chair of the Executive
Committee of the CAC Program, representing the CAC region,
whereas Dr. William Dar, Director General, ICRISAT would be

the Co-chair to represent the CG Centers.
On 5 April, 2006, a field visit was organized to the
research sites of the Cotton Growing Research Institute as well
as to those of the Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry.
The participants also visited the renovated Uzbek Genebank
and were impressed with the excellent facilities provided
through the support of ICARDA, IPGRI, USDA and GCDT.

Participants visiting experiments on conservation agriculture at
Cotton Growing Research Institute

EPMR TEAM VISITS UZBEKISTAN

A

n EPMR Team (Dr. Elias Fereres and Dr. John Passioura)
visited Tashkent, Uzbekistan from 7-9 June, 2006 to have
an overview of the progress achieved under the ICARDA
Regional Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus. On 7
June, they met with Dr. Amir Amanov, Advisor, Office of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, who expressed his
high appreciation for the support received from ICARDA to
Uzbekistan in the area of germplasm enhancement and seed
production. He emphasized the importance of breeding
activities in wheat, especially for drought- and heat-tolerance
and thanked ICARDA for having initiated last year in Uzbekistan
a regional wheat breeding program. He also was happy with the
results in the area of crop diversification and noted that new
chickpea varieties of ICARDA have a good potential in
Uzbekistan. At the end, Dr. Amir Amanov mentioned that
ICARDA is facilitating and catalyzing various important
agricultural research activities that are very crucial for
sustainable development of the CAC countries.

Dr. Elias Fereres (second from left) and Dr. John Passioura (first from
right) with Prof. A. Khanazarov at the Ministry of Agriculture

EPMR memebers visit Uzbek Genebank

The EPMR Team also had a meeting with Dr.
Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and
Director General, Uzbek Scientific-Production Center for
Agriculture. He briefed about the main achievements of Uzbek
agriculture that became possible, thanks to the collaboration
with ICARDA and the CGIAR Program for CAC. He was
particularly appreciative of the support provided in the areas of
genetic resource conservation, natural resource management
and human capacity building. He also emphasized that the
Regional Forum CACAARI has been established, with support
of ICARDA.
While responding to a question by Dr. Elias Fereres
regarding future collaborative research activities, Dr.
Khanazarov stated that support will be useful to address soil
quality, secondary salinization and water shortage. He also
stressed the importance of legume incorporation into cropping
systems for sustainable land use and improvement in fodder
availability in Uzbekistan. Later that day, Dr. Elias Fereres and
Dr. John Passioura met with ICARDA Regional Office research
(Continued on page 4)
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Important Events
staff. During this meeting, Dr. Raj Paroda, Regional
Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC and Head, CGIAR-PFU made a
brief presentation on research highlights in CAC with special
emphasis on inter-center collaboration.
During 8-9 June, the EPMR Team visited the
experimental fields of the Uzbek Cotton Growing Research
Institute (UzCGRI), Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry
(UzRIPI), Central Asian Research Institute of Irrigation
(SANIIRI), where collaborative activities are being undertaken
jointly by Uzbek NARS and ICARDA scientists. They were
impressed to see the Uzbek Genebank, which was renovated
through technical backstopping of ICARDA, which is now fully
functional. Dr. Elias Fereres and Dr. John Passioura also visited
the Research Institute of Karakul Sheep Breeding and Desert
Ecology in Samarkand, where they met with Dr. Suratbek
Yusoupov, Director. Dr. Yusoupov presented the results of
earlier ICARDA project on feed and livestock management
funded by IFAD. He also desired to have continued support from
ICARDA in future.

EPMR Team honored by the Deputy Minister of Agriculture

ICARDA-CAC REGIONAL PLANNING MEETING

T

he Ninth ICARDA-CAC Regional Program Planning been provided for PGR related activities to organize 17 joint
Meeting was held on 6 April 2006 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. collection missions in different countries and to establish the
In his welcome statement, Dr. Magdy Madkour, National Genetic Resource Centers in all countries of the region.
Assistant Director General (International Cooperation), ICARDA Already 15 important varieties (nine of winter wheat, one of
thanked the Heads of all eight national programs from Central spring barley, four of chickpea, one of lentil and one of Lathyrus)
Asia and the Caucasus for participation and appreciated their have been released in the region. Research on crop
continued support to and cooperation with the ICARDA-CAC diversification has demonstrated that crops such as chickpea,
Regional Program. He emphasized that established in 1998, the lentil, soybean, mung bean, and many other alternative crops
Central Asia and the
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Participants of the 9th ICARDA-CAC Regional Planning Meeting
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proceedings, books
soil and water management, integrated feed and livestock and manuals have also been published.
production, capacity building and human resource
Workplan for 2006 was discussed during two working
development. Opening remarks were made by Prof. group sessions: one on Germplasm Enhancement and PGR,
Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, chaired by Dr. M. Madkour, and the other on Natural Resources
Uzbekistan, who expressed appreciation to ICARDA for long- Management, chaired by Dr. M. Pala.
term cooperation and assistance in research for development of
Group Meetings recommendations were discussed and
sustainable agriculture in Uzbekistan and the CAC region as a endorsed during the Plenary Session.
whole.
Concluding remarks were made by Dr. Raj Paroda and
Dr. Raj Paroda, Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC Prof. Abdushukur Khanazarov. Dr. M. Madkour expressed
made a presentation on the progress achieved by the Program gratitude to the Government of Uzbekistan for the excellent
since its establishment. He emphasized that the Program has support provided to ICARDA during the long-term cooperation in
enabled all CAC NARS to have regular scientific interaction for CAC region.
building research collaboration and provides a neutral forum for
an effective interface among NARS. Considerable support has

4

CAC NEWS April-June, 2006

Important Events
THIRD STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF ADB - ICARDA PROJECT HELD

T

he Third Steering Committee Meeting (SCM) of the ADB
project on “Improving Rural Livelihoods through Efficient
On-farm Water and Soil Fertility Management in Central
Asia” was held at Tashkent on 7 April, 2006. In all, about 30
participants, including Heads of NARS and leading scientists
from Central Asian and the Caucasian countries, a
representative of ADB, and scientists from ICARDA
Headquarters and CAC Regional office attended the meeting.
The meeting was inaugurated by Prof. Abdushkur Khanazarov,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Director General, Uzbek
Scientific-Production Center of Agriculture. He emphasized the
importance of the project for the region and hoped that its
achievements will be helpful for the agricultural development of
the CAC region.
Dr. Magdy Madkour, Assistant Director General
(International Cooperation), ICARDA welcomed the
participants and thanked the Government of Uzbekistan for
hosting this meeting. He highlighted the importance of natural
resource management in the region. He emphasized that
effective involvement and efficient feedback from national
partners can help in addressing the priorities that relate to soil
and water management.
Dr. Tumurdavaa Bayarsaihan, Senior Agricultural
Specialist, East and Central Asia Department, ADB expressed
his appreciation of the ICARDA's role to improve on-farm water
and soil fertility management in Central Asia. He noted with
satisfaction that NARS is playing important role in the project
implementation and was happy to see that lots of work has been
done with so little resources. He also emphasized the
importance of capacity building as one of the major strategic
goals of this technical assistance.

Dr. M. Madkour, Prof. A. Khanazarov and Dr. T. Bayarsaihan

Dr. Raj Paroda presented a general overview relating to
the achievements of the second year (2005) of the project, and
emphasized the need for large-scale dissemination of the
improved technologies on farmers' fields. He indicated that
technologies of raised bed planting and furrow irrigation of
winter wheat contribute toward significant saving of seeds and
water. Dr. Paroda emphasized that double cropping provides
higher net returns than cotton or wheat alone. He also
discussed how alternate furrow irrigation coupled with
polyethylene mulch in furrows help in enhancing water use
efficiency and promoting biological activities in soil in cotton
field. During 2005, 23 field days were organized, in which more
than 1650 farmers actively participated. He highlighted the
importance of training activities through capacity building
program.
The National Coordinators from the countries involved
presented their reports of the project activities carried out in
2005 and workplans for 2006, which was followed by good
discussion. Dr. Mekhlis Suleimenov, Assistant Regional
Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC made a presentation on adoption of
technologies and regional activities, whereas Dr. Guriqbal
Singh, Technical Coordinator of the project, ICARDA-CAC
presented workplan and budget for 2006, which were approved
by the house.
Mr. Y. Azhigaliev, from Global Mechanism, Tashkent
made a presentation on Central Asian Countries Initiative for
Land Management (CACILM). As ADB project was going to end
by December 2006, linkages with CACILM could ensure
continuation of important project activities relating to
sustainable use of land and water resources.

ICARDA scientists attending the plenary session

SECOND STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE ADB PROJECT ON “BRIGHT SPOTS”

T

he Second Steering Committee Meeting of the ADBfunded Project “Enabling communities in the Aral Sea
basin to combat land and water resource degradation
through the creation of 'Bright' spots” was held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan on 6 April, 2006. The meeting was opened by Dr.
Peter McCornick, Director, Asia Division, IWMI and Dr. Herath
Manthrithilake, Head, Central Asian Sub-regional office, IWMI.
The participants in the meeting included Dr. Tumurdavaa
Bayarsaihan, Senior Agricultural Specialist, East and Central
Asia Department, ADB, researchers from ICARDA and ICBA
and other national institutions participating in the project and
local Uzbek farmers who are involved in the project field trials.
A new approach with respect to the presentation of
results and outcomes was tried during this meeting. In contrast
(Continued on page 6)

Dr. M. Al-Attar, DG, ICBA making a statement
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Research Highlights
to formal ?resentations, a short progress overview and
workplan for 2006 was presented by the project leader. The bulk
of annual meeting was spent in an open forum where project
members were able to present the results of their activities in an
open discussion. Participants were encouraged questioning
results, making comment and discuss the achievements of the
project. All the participants noted excellent progress made
during 2005, even though the project was late in starting. This
was largely due to the dedication and commitment by all parties
associated with the project, particularly the national scientists.
Dr. Bayarsaihan was happy that the meeting was
organized in a less formal style, which facilitated more open
discussions amongst participants and allowed them to share
ideas and thoughts freely. He acknowledged that a tangible
progress has been made in the project implementation during
the first year. He also emphasized that there is a need to further
clarify the conceptual and methodological frameworks used in
defining and identifying “Bright Spots”. He asked the Project
Team to further elaborate on the criteria for selecting “Bright
Spots” and on the strategies for their further replication and
dissemination. He pointed out the need to increase the project
focus on the technologies with greatest potential impacts and
immediate practical applicability. In this context, the application
of phosphogypsum in Kazakhstan for improving poor soil
structure, based on work undertaken under two on-going
projects of ADB, including this one, in collaboration with IWMI,
appears to be a promising technology. In addition, there is a
good possibility for IWMI and ADB to work on policy and

institutional aspects of rehabilitation of abandoned land for
growing licorice in Uzbekistan.
At the end, Dr. Manthrithilake thanked all the
participants for their active interaction and wished them all the
success in project implementation during 2006.
(Source: Dr. Iskander Abdullaev, IWMI-Tashkent)

Meeting in progress

Research Highlights
GERMPLASM ENHANCEMENT
WHEAT
NEW VARIETY RELEASED IN ARMENIA

A

s a result of collaboration between the scientists of the
Research Center of Farming, Armenia (Drs. S.
Semerdjan, J. Epremyan and R. Kazaryan) and CIMMYT
researchers (Drs. A. Morgounov and D. Bedoshvili), a new
variety of wheat has been recently released in Armenia under
the name “ARMCIM”. This variety was selected from the winter
wheat nursery 12th FAW WON (facultative and winter wheat).
Being cold-tolerant and resistant to lodging and fungus
diseases, this variety is suitable for growing in the Ararat Valley

area and in its foothill zone. The average yield of ARMCIM
variety is 7.2-8.2 t/ha, whereas the 1000 Kernel weight of grain
is 45-47 g.
Variety ARMCIM is under great demand among farmers
and therefore, presently, its seed production is a major
challenge for the Armenian scientists. In this connection, seed
multiplication is being carried out on an area of three hectares in
order to receive elite seeds. Also, optimal agronomy practices,
such as seeding rate and planting dates are being studied.

F2 POPULATIONS OF WHEAT EVALUATED

I

n our previous issue, we have reported that F2 populations of
wheat were supplied by ICARDA to Uzbekistan at the request
of Dr. Amir Amanov, Advisor, Office of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan. In fall, 2005, 512 F2 populations were
planted at the research fields of Uzbek Research Institute of
Plant Industry (UzRIPI). These populations have shown good
crop stand and resistance to lodging and diseases. Some of the
lines proved to be early maturing, which is especially important
for Uzbekistan. During his recent visit to Uzbekistan, Dr. Sanjaya
Rajaram, Director, ICARDA-CIMMYT Wheat Improvement
Program for CWANA, together with Uzbek breeders, visited the
fields to make selections of promising lines from F2 populations.
As a result, 250 lines and some single plants were selected for
further evaluation. It was agreed that these lines would also be
planted under the infected field conditions at the Genetics
Institute for disease resistance evaluation.
Evaluation of F2 populations at UzRIPI
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RICE
FIRST REGIONAL TRIAL ESTABLISHED

R

egional rice nurseries consisting of best rice varieties
from Azerbaijan (4), Kazakhstan (2), Kyrgyzstan (2),
Tajikistan (2) and Uzbekistan (4) were sown this year in
each of these countries with assistance of CGIAR-PFU. Next
year, improved Iranian varieties will also be planted. This work is
being performed based on the decision taken during the
Regional Rice Network Meeting, held on 5 April, 2006 in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

In the current season, regional rice nurseries have been
established in the Rice Research Institute, Uzbekistan as well as in
Karakalpakstan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Azerbaijan. The goal of establishing the regional nurseries is to
facilitate the exchange and to introduce best available released
varieties. This is the first step towards establishing cooperation
between the rice breeders of the region, under the newly
established Central Asian Rice Network jointly by IRRI and PFU.

POTATO
OVERVIEW OF NUTRITION STUDY BY CIP

M

alnutrition, and especially iron-deficiency anemia, is
rampant in many countries of Central Asia, including
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan.
CIP has undertaken a study to assess the potential of
enhancing the Fe and Zn content of potato as a means to
overcome micronutrient deficiency in this region. Data on
consumption patterns and nutritional status have been
collected from local sources and a study initiated to measure the
present contribution of potato in the diets of people at risk of
malnutrition in Uzbekistan. In preliminary analysis, highly
significant differences have been found among 10 locallyimportant varieties. These results were confirmed by Wayte
Analytical Services, Australia. In particular, varieties Picasso
and Kuroda had the highest content of iron and zinc, with
respectively 17.5 mg/kg of iron and 20 mg/kg of zinc on a dry
weight basis. A Russian variety Nevskiy had the second highest

content of both micronutrients. CIP elite breeding lines, found to
have the high Fe and Zn content, have been introduced for local
evaluation. Consumption and preference surveys in Central
Asian countries would provide useful information to target
breeding efforts aimed at enhancing micronutrient status.
Based on these findings, a paper entitled “Preliminary
contribution of CIP with regard to potato biofortification in
Central Asia and Uzbekistan, in particular” has been written by
Dr. Carlo Carli and Mr. Durbek Khalikov.
Also, an instruction manual on DAS (Double Antibody
Sandwich)-ELISA (Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay)
technique to test potato viruses has been translated in Russian.
Its distribution together with DAS-ELISA kits is planned for some
countries in the region.
(Source: Dr. Carlo Carli, CIP-Tashkent)

CIP EXPERIMENTS IN UZBEKISTAN AND TAJIKISTAN

A

TPS trial in the greenhouses of the Institute of
Vegetables, Melon and Potato, Tashkent, was harvested
on 12 May, 2006. Seven hybrid TPS families were sown
in December, 2005 using the direct seeding technique with a
plant density of 100 plants/m2, at a spacing of 25 x 4 cm. Plants
were protected from winter frost by using heating system in the
greenhouse. Extra light was provided in order to have between
14 to 16 hours of daylength. Each family was sown in plots
measuring 75 cm2, with three rows separated by 25 cm. TPS
family 998007 ATZIMBA x TS-15, outyielded the remaining six
TPS families with 2.4 kg/75 cm2. The highest percentage of
harvested tubers were in the range of 10-40 g. Plans are for
setting up a trial in the fields at the Institute to study the
Potato harvested in the end of May, 2006

џtwo TPS trials with 10 TPS families (eight hybrids and two

Sowing of TPS

performance of seedling tubers after wheat harvest next July.
Several other field trials have recently been set up in the
highland station of Pschem, Tashkent Province. They include:

open pollinated seed produced locally) sown using two
techniques: direct seeding and transplanting of rooted
seedlings;
џplanting of about 2,000 minitubers of class SSSE, var.
Umid, produced by the Institute of Vegetables, Melon and
Potato;
џplanting of seedling tubers issued from TPS trials carried
out last year.
About 20,000 minitubers of different calibers harvested
from in-vitro plants under screenhouse conditions at TSAU at the
end of May will be planted in Pschem towards the end of June
after treatment to break tuber dormancy (1 kg of thiourea and
100 mg of gibberellic acid in 100 litre of water for one hour).
In Tajikistan, several trials were set up in Faizabad and
Gonchi Districts, at 2,100 and 2,300 m asl, respectively in late
May, 2006.
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
They include:
TPS trial, to compare seedling tuber performance of 21
TPS families harvested last year with traditional clonal
seed of var. Cardinal and Jukowsky (Faizabad and
Gonchi);
Second year of clonal selection with the planting of a total
of 2,150 tubers issued from 230 clones belonging to 40 TS
families (Faizabad district), plus 350 clones issued from
same amount of TS families (Gonchi district);
Planting of 202 tubers from 10 CIP in-vitro clones for
multiplication (Faizabad district).

A total of 3,400 in-vitro plantlets plus micro-tubers
belonging to 25 CIP in-vitro clones will be transplanted in
Faizabad district at the beginning of June.
In Georgia, 22 in-vitro potato clones, resistant to Late
Blight (Phytophthora inf.) are under multiplication at the Crop
Husbandry Institute, Mtscheta. Field trials have been set up by a
local NGO (IAAD) associated with Mercy Corps in Akhalkalaki
District and several locations in the Georgian lowlands. They
include positive selection and tuber treatments to break
dormancy so that freshly harvested tubers can be replanted in
July with considerable yield gain.
(Source: Dr. Carlo Carli, CIP-Tashkent)

NATURAL RESOURCE
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
GROWING ALFALFA ALONG WITH WINTER WHEAT

L

egumes are known for their contribution of nitrogen
fixation and thereby, improving soil fertility for sustainable
agriculture. In previous years, inclusion of legumes, such
as alfalfa, in cropping systems was a common practice in
Central Asia. However, recently with greater emphasis on grain
production, alfalfa has gone out of the crop rotations, with the
subsequent result in decline in soil fertility as well as less
availability of fodder.
Under the ADB funded project of ICARDA on “On-farm Water

Alfalfa grown in standing crop of winter wheat

and Soil Fertility Management in Central Asia”, Dr. L. Shurova, a
Senior Scientist at the Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Land
Improvement (TIIM), is carrying out a study on growing alfalfa in
winter wheat as a short duration crop at Gulistan, Syrdarya
Province of Uzbekistan.
According to this technology, winter wheat is sown in
October as per traditional practice, and in February alfalfa is
sown in standing winter wheat manually using 20 kg seed rate
per ha. There is no need to apply any additional dose of
fertilizers, as fertilizer applied to winter wheat is enough for
normal growth of alfalfa. Moreover, alfalfa being a legume does
not need any nitrogenous fertilizer, rather it fixes atmospheric
nitrogen in roots. According to an estimate, alfalfa can fix around
75 kg N/ha/year. After harvesting of winter wheat in June-July, 3
to 4 irrigations are applied in alfalfa. One cutting of alfalfa is
taken around 15 August for fodder. Alfalfa is ploughed back in
the soil before sowing next crop of winter wheat in OctoberNovember. However, those farmers who prefer to plant cotton,
can retain alfalfa till spring and have an additional cutting before
planting cotton in April.
Two cuts of alfalfa provide about 10 t/ha fodder for animals.
In addition to this, it also enriches soil with about 75 kg
N/ha/year. Alfalfa provides net profit of US$ 115 per ha.
Furthermore, in areas where water table is shallow, growing of
alfalfa with winter wheat helps in lowering the ground water
table, thus playing an important role in sustainable agriculture.
This is a new system of growing alfalfa as a short-term annual
crop, instead of perennial, for sustainable agriculture and for
providing good quality fodder for the livestock.

ICBA ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION

A

s already informed in previous issues, ICBA is
strengthening its activities in the CAC region through
active involvement in the ADB funded project on “Bright
Spots”. Since 2004, ICBA oversees activities related to crop
selection in salt-affected areas of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan. The activities include selection of salt-tolerant
forage crops and integrated management in salt-affected
farming areas. A total of 57 germplasm of different species,
provided by ICBA, are presently being evaluated against local
materials under quarantine conditions. Further, these will be
distributed among NARS partners during fall 2006.
The preliminary field results at the Uzbek Research
Institute of Plant Industry and Akdepe experimental site in
Turkmenistan, have shown good survival, seedling
establishment, growth and adaptation of the following salt
tolerant species: Medicago sativa (varieties Eureka
(Continued on page 9)
Acacia ampliceps transplanted in the field
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Research Highlights
and Sceptre), Sorghum (Super Dan, Speed Feed and Sugar
Graze cultivars), Pearl Millet (Wraj Pop, ICMV 155 cultivars).
Good performance has also been demonstrated by some wild
halophytes, including Atriplex nummularia, A. amnicola and A.
undulata. Special attention is being given to Acacia ampliceps,
a very fast growing salt tolerant tree species, which has shown
remarkable increase in height and plant canopy. Being highly
drought-, salt- and to a lesser extend cold-resistant, the
halophytes remain green throughout summer and winter
season and provide forage during periods of shortage of
conventional forages. Another approach is growing salt-tolerant
bushes, which provide not only the much needed palatable
fodder for the livestock but also helps in checking the wind
erosion. Further research in biomass productivity and forage
quality of these species would indicate future role of ICBA

germplasm in the CAC region.
(Source: Dr. Kristina Toderich, ICBA-Tashkent
and Dr. Shoaib Ismail, ICBA-Dubai)

Jiffy -7 pellets (compressed peat nutritive blocks) for seed germination

NEW LIVESTOCK PROJECT

T

he International Fund for Agricultural Research (IFAD)
has recently approved a project on “Community actions in
market oriented and integrated feed and livestock
production in Central and South Asia”. The three-year project
will cover Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Pakistan. To
identify project sites and national collaborators, a multidisciplinary team of ICARDA scientists (Dr. C. Piggin, Director of
Mega Project on Diversification, Dr. A. Aw-Hassan, Socioeconomist and Dr. A. Larbi, Forage Specialist), headed by Dr.
Luis Iniguez, Coordinator of the project, visited the three
counties of Central Asia. Dr. M. Suleimenov from ICARDATashkent accompanied them in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan,
while Ms. I. Kononenko accompanied them in Tajikistan.
In Kyrgyzstan, the delegation was received by Mr. B.
Baitemirov, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, who assured full
support of the Government for the new IFAD project. During the
meeting with leading scientists from the Livestock, Veterinary
and Fodder Research Institute and from the Agricultural
University, possible activities on livestock, range and forage
management were discussed. Also Dr. Kachkinbay Kadyrkulov,
Coordinator of Rural Advisory Service (RAS) took part in the
discussion. It was agreed that the RAS will be one of the
partners in the project. Supported by the World Bank, RAS has
703 staff, covering 931 villages and 2713 groups of farmers all
across the country. Two candidate project sites were visited in
Kemin District. These were quite successful farmers with large
flocks of sheep and dairy cattle. It was highlighted that the site
should include also small households with 10-70 sheep. During
the discussion, Dr. Iniguez emphasized that more young
scientists are to be involved in the project activities.
In Kazakhstan, the delegation met with Dr. A. Ombayev,
Director, Southwestern Scientific Production Center of
Agriculture (SWSPCA) and group of scientists involved in
sheep breeding and forage production research. The Center
has strong capacity on livestock breeding, range and forage
management and well equipped laboratories, including one for
biochemistry analysis of wool quality. During the visit to South
Kazakhstan State University, a meeting with Prof. V.
Bishimbayev, Rector as well as his Deputies and Dean of
Agricultural Faculty was organized to discuss the possibilities of

involving university students and teachers in the project
implementation team. The ICARDA group visited two large
sheep breeding farms at about 80 km from Shymkent and one
typical household farm in the nearby village with small livestock
number. While visiting the village, the group met with the Deputy
Governor of the District, who assured his full support to the
project activities.
In Tajikistan, ICARDA scientists, accompanied by Dr. M.
Kasymov, Director, Sogd Branch of the Tajik Livestock
Research Institute, visited a farm “Uzum” located in Khojent
area. They met with a group of livestock farmers working mainly
in goat production and discussed regarding the establishment
of a project site and their possible involvement. The farmers
shared with the scientists the information relating to production
constraints, such as fodder availability during winter, rangeland
degradation, locust control and marketing of produce. While
summarizing the results of the visit to all the three countries in
Central Asia, it was decided that the project sites will be finalized
by August-September, 2006 and the project activities will be
launched immediately thereafter.

ICARDA Team with family of a livestock farmer

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
CACAARI GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING

T

he General Assembly Meeting of CACAARI was held in
Tashkent on 5 April, 2006. The meeting involved nine
participants, including Heads of NARS from Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Dr.
Raj Paroda, Head, PFU-CGIAR and Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA-CAC also participated as a special invitee.

While opening the meeting, Prof. Abdushukur
Khanazarov, Chairman, CACAARI welcomed the participants
and briefed about CACAARI activities undertaken during 2005
and 2006. Dr. Paroda, in his introductory remarks,
(Continued on page 13)
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Special Events at ICARDA

ICARDA BIDS FAREWELL TO PROF. DR. ADEL EL-BELTAGY AND
WELCOMES DR. MAHMOUD SOLH AS DIRECTOR GENERAL

Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy delivering his farewell address

T

his year's Annual Presentation Day, held on 7 May, was a
historic event at ICARDA, as it marked a transition in the
leadership of the Center from Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy to
Dr. Mahmoud Solh. The guests who were present to witness the
event included ministers, ambassadors and other senior officials
from the various embassies in Damascus and Aleppo, donor
representatives, leaders of national agricultural research systems,
former ICARDA Board chairs and members, former ICARDA
Directors General, and media representatives. Dr. Asad Musaev,
Director General, Agrarian Sciences Center, Azerbaijan and Dr.
Guram Aleksidze, Vice-President, Georgian Academy of
Agricultural Sciences represented the NARS of CAC region.
Several distinguished guests paid tribute to Prof. Dr. ElBeltagy for his outstanding contributions and service to ICARDA,
the NARS in CWANA, and dry area agriculture globally. Prof. Dr.
El-Beltagy thanked everyone for their support. He expressed
hope that the Center would continue to serve the people of the dry
areas. He concluded by urging everyone to contribute to peace
and stability in the world.
Dr. Catley-Carlson then introduced Dr. Mahmoud Solh as
the new Director General. Welcoming Dr. Solh, she said: "Dr. Solh
is no stranger to ICARDA and, therefore, I hardly need to
introduce him to you. Being a Lebanese, he is the son of the soil,
knowing the ICARDA region and its challenges well. He has been
associated with the international agricultural research and
development in the dry areas since 1972 when he became a staff
member of the Arid Land Agricultural Development (ALAD)
Program in the Near East, the predecessor of ICARDA.
Dr. Solh returns to ICARDA after serving as Director of
Plant Production and Protection Division at the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) for four
years. Prior to that he had served ICARDA with distinction for
nearly 16 years in various capacities - as Lentil Breeder, Regional
Food Legume Breeder in North Africa, Regional Coordinator of
the Nile Valley and Red Sea Regional Program, and Assistant
Director General for International Cooperation.
Dr. Solh holds a Ph.D. in genetics from the University of
California, and has an impressive record of scientific publications.
He has rich experience in donor relations and fund raising, and the
knowledge of needs and aspirations of the national agricultural
research systems in the CWANA region and beyond.
Addressing the guests, Dr. Solh said, "I would like to thank
the ICARDA Board of Trustees for their highly-valued confidence
placed in me to fill this position. I also express my appreciation to
10
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H.E. Dr. Adel Safar, Minister of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform,
Syria for his encouragement and continued support to ICARDA
and to me personally. I sincerely hope to be up to the expectations
of all stakeholders in meeting the challenges facing ICARDA to
contribute effectively to agricultural research and provide quality
science and technology necessary for the development of dry
areas globally.
"The success of ICARDA in achieving its noble mission of
alleviating poverty and hunger depends greatly on the support and
input of all major stakeholders. The challenges of agriculture in the
harsh environments of dry areas are diverse, and these could only
be addressed effectively through strategic partnerships." Dr. Solh
said he was taking over as the Director General of ICARDA in the
midst of major developments in the dry areas globally, especially in
developing countries, and ongoing changes in the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). He then
named the following areas which, among others, will receive his
priority attention:
џFinalizing ICARDA's new strategic plan to address the
changing priorities of agricultural research in the context
of the changes taking place in the external and internal
environment.
џBuilding on the profound achievements made thus far by
ICARDA.
џCapitalizing on the comparative advantages of ICARDA's
expertise.
џFurther consolidating and sharpening the focus of
ICARDA's research for development.

Dr. Paroda honoring Prof. El-Beltagy on behalf of all Regional Programs

џBuilding on the confidence of national policymakers and
agricultural research systems in ICARDA's expertise in
agricultural research.
џEnsuring an efficient continuum between the research
agenda of ICARDA and of its partners in national
agricultural research system through ICARDA's regional
programs.
(Continued on page 11)

Special Events at ICARDA
?ontinuing to foster the north-south and south-south
collaboration in ICARDA's mandate areas.
Further strengthening collaboration with sister CGIAR
Centers in the interest of dry areas, particularly with
CIMMYT, IWMI, ILRI, ICRISAT, IFPRI and IPGRI.
Maintaining as well as forging new relationships with
ICARDA's international and regional donors.
Simplifying institutional management and administrative
procedures for a more efficient and prompt service, with
transparent decision-making.
Ensuring that ICARDA continues to build its credibility and
reputation as a Center of Excellence for agricultural
research in the dry areas of the world.
The ICARDA staff members are pleased to welcome Dr Solh
and his family and look forward to working under his able
leadership.
Dr. Mahmoud Solh, new DG, ICARDA highlighting his priorities

(Source: The Week at ICARDA)

CGIAR PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT RANKS ICARDA "OUTSTANDING”

I

n the performance assessment for 2005, conducted by the
CGIAR Secretariat and the Science Council, in collaboration
with the World Bank, ICARDA has emerged as an
“outstanding” Center. Only two of the 15 CGIAR Centers have
been rated “outstanding,” ICARDA being one of them.
Dr. Francisco Reifschneider, CGIAR Director,
conveyed the assessment report to ICARDA Director General,
Dr. Mahmoud Solh. In his message, he thanked ICARDA for
participating in the assessment and said, “As indicated in our
general message to the Center DGs titled '2006 World Bank
Performance-Linked Allocations', we are now sharing with you
the outcome of the exercise for ICARDA. The assessment
places the performance of ICARDA in the 'Outstanding'
category”.
In his response to Dr. Reifschneider, Dr. Solh said: “I
would like to thank you and, through your good offices, Mr.
Kevin Cleaver and the World Bank officials who were involved
in the performance assessment. I highly appreciate the
adjustment in the 2006 World Bank funding for ICARDA. This
certainly is very good news at the beginning of my assignment
at ICARDA”.
Dr. Solh, in his message to the former DG, Prof. Dr. Adel

El-Beltagy; former Board Chair, Dr. Margaret Catley-Carlson;
Board Chair, Dr. Guido Gryseels; Board members; and
ICARDA Management, said, “This is certainly a profound
achievement for ICARDA. I would like to thank all ICARDA
staff, led by Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy, who contributed to this
remarkable recognition for the Center. I would also like to
express appreciation to ICARDA Board for its overall guidance
which led to this great achievement”.
Commenting on the good news, Prof. Dr. Adel ElBeltagy, who was Director General of ICARDA during the
performance assessment period of 2005, said, “Excellent! I am
really delighted to hear this wonderful news. This is the
outcome of unwavering efforts by the Board, management
team, and all the scientists and other staff of ICARDA”.
The following key performance indicators were used,
among others, in the assessment: Percentage MTP output
targets achieved in 2005; Science Council rating of Center
outcome statements; SC/SPIA rating of the overall impact
assessment; SC/SPIA rating of two impact studies carried out
during 200305; quality and relevance of current research;
institutional health; financial health; staff diversity; and
stakeholder perceptions.
(Source: The Week at ICARDA)

DR. GUIDO GRYSEELS, NEW CHAIR OF ICARDA BOARD

D

r. Guido Gryseels is the new Chair of ICARDA Board of
Trustees, announced Dr. Margaret Catley-Carlson,
outgoing Board Chair, at the Annual Presentation Day
of the Center on 7 May. The Presentation Day guests who
witnessed the handing over ceremony included ministers,
ambassadors and other senior officials from the various
diplomatic missions in Damascus and Aleppo, donor
representatives, leaders of national agricultural research
systems, former ICARDA board chairs and members, former
ICARDA directors general, and media representatives.
“Guido has a wealth of knowledge of the CGIAR System
and his wide leadership experience in non-profit research and
development sectors makes him an ideal candidate to serve in
this position,” said Dr. Catley-Carlson. “He has the ability to look
at agriculture in dry areas from both a global and community
perspective which is exactly in keeping with ICARDA's
strategy.”
Dr Gryseels, a national of Belgium, joined as a member
of ICARDA Board of Trustees in 2003. Until he took over as
Board Chair, he had been serving as a member of the
Executive, Nomination and Program Committees of the Board.
Thanking the Board of Trustees and management of

ICARDA for their trust in him, Dr.
Gryseels said he was committed
to ICARDA's noble mission of
alleviating poverty and hunger in
dry areas of the developing
world, and he looked forward to
further contributing to this
mission, working with ICARDA
and its partners.
An agricultural
economist, Dr. Gryseels is
currently Director General of the
Royal Museum for Central
Africa, Tervuren, Belgium. He is
also a member of the Board of
Dr. Guido Grysseels
Directors of Federal Science
Policy and of the Fund for
Scientific Research in Belgium, and Chair of the Jury that
annually awards the Development Cooperation Prize. Earlier,
he served as Deputy Executive Secretary
(Continued on page 12)
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of the Technical Advisory Committee of the CGIAR, hosted by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in
Italy. He also held other important positions in the CGIAR,
including that of Executive Secretary of the CGIAR's Impact
Assessment and Evaluation Group. From 1979 to 1987, he

held various senior positions at the International Livestock
Center for Africa, in Ethiopia.
The ICARDA BOT, senior management and staff wish
Dr. Gryseels every success in steering the Center forward in
serving the poor farmers in dry areas of the developing world.
(Source: The Week at ICARDA)

FELICITATION FUNCTION FOR DR. BELTAGY ORGANIZED
an active supporter of the CAC Program. On behalf of the
Caucasian countries, Dr. Samvel Avetisyan, First Deputy Minister of
Agriculture, Armenia heartily thanked Dr. El-Beltagy, who is seen as
a person having great wisdom and vision that have always been
appreciated by his colleagues from the region. Dr. Joachim von
Braun, Director General, IFPRI, on behalf of nine CGIAR Centers, as
Consortium partners, thanked Dr. El-Beltagy for his tireless efforts to
make the CAC Program a great success through strengthened
partnership among CG Centers and NARS of the region.
In his address, Dr. Raj Paroda, Head, PFU-CGIAR and
Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC emphasized on the enormous
contributions made by Dr. El-Beltagy in the field of agricultural
research in the dry areas, especially in Central Asia and the
Caucasus. He also stressed that the lifetime mission of Dr. El-

Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy and Mrs. Aliaa Rafea honored with
Kyrgyz National dresses by Acad. Akimaliev

A

special Felicitation Function in honor of Prof. Dr. Adel ElBeltagy, Director General, ICARDA and Chairman of the CDC
Task Force for CAC, was organized on 3 April, 2006 in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan in view of his leaving ICARDA, after having
served for almost 11 years. The ceremony was held in an impressive
gathering of about 120 dignitaries representing different countries of
Central Asia and the Caucasus. Prof. Abdushukur Khanazarov,
Chairman, Central Asian and Caucasian Association of Agricultural

Prof. Rasulmat Khusanov honoring Dr. Beltagy

Dr. Joachim von Braun honoring on behalf of the CG Centers

Research Institutions (CACAARI) and the Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Water Resources of Uzbekistan, representing the
countries of Central Asia, opened the ceremony by expressing his
deepest gratitude to Dr. El-Beltagy for his strong commitment to the
region and very valuable support to the agricultural research systems
in Uzbekistan and in Central Asia as a whole. On behalf of all
scientists, he wished Dr. El-Beltagy good health and to continue being
12
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Beltagy has been to serve the society, especially resource poor
farmers of the developing world with great dynamism, dedication
and devotion. His address was followed by an impressive slide
presentation, reflecting the various facets of Dr. El-Beltagy towards
establishment of CGIAR Program, his visits to the region and
recognition of his efforts by the Governments and Science
Academies of the CAC countries.
Dr. El-Beltagy was also honored by many eminent
personalities related to agricultural research in the CAC region, who
had played major role in establishing the CAC Program and its
Regional Office in Tashkent. These were: Prof. Rasulmat Khusanov,
Former Minister of Agriculture, Uzbekistan, Dr. Jamin Akimaliyev,
Former President of Kyrgyz Agricultural Academy and currently
Director General, Kyrgyz Research Institute of Crop Husbandry,
Acad. Bobo Sanginov, Ex -President, Tajik Agrarian Academy, and
Prof. Azimkhan Satybaldin, Ex -Director General, National Academic
Center for Agrarian Research, Kazakhstan, NARS leaders from
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan as well as Rectors of
Agricultural Universities from Kazakhstan and Tajikistan. All of them
were highly appreciative of the great leadership and human qualities
of Dr. El-Beltagy and presented him with token gifts as a reflection of
their affection.
In his response, Prof. El-Beltagy heartily thanked all
distinguished persons from the CAC countries for their kind words
and continuous support to the CAC program, without which the
present success would not have been possible.

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
(Continued from page 9)

Acknowledged the importance of CACAARI for the region
and, being the Executive Secretary of APAARI, shared his
experiences with the participants. The discussion focused on
the role and composition of the Executive Committee of
CACAARI. By an unanimous decision, it was agreed that like
in APAARI and AARINENA, CACAARI will also have only one
Chairman and one Executive Secretary. These positions be
also rotated as a policy between Central Asia and the
Caucasus every two years. Accordingly, it was decided to
have the amendments made in the CACAARI Constitution.
Having agreed on above, it was decided to hold the election
for the years 2006-2007 (next biennium). After detailed
deliberations, Dr. Samvel Avetisyan from Armenia was
unanimously elected as Chairman of CACAARI, whereas

CACAARI meeting being chaired by Dr. Avetisyan

Prof. Abdushukur Khanazarov from Uzbekistan was elected
as Executive Secretary.
The members were also pleased to learn that GFAR
and ICARDA have agreed to extend need based support to
the Secretariat. With this, closed session was concluded and
both the newly elected persons were congratulated in the
open session by all the participants.
Prof. Khanazarov gave an account of GFAR Steering
Committee meeting and AGM'05, held during December,
2005 in Morocco. He also informed that GFAR has agreed to
provide support to CACAARI during 2006 for the priority
setting exercise and the establishment of ARIS in the CAC
region. A brief report on IFPRI-CACAARI workshop on
“Reorienting Research Management and Agricultural
Innovation Systems in Central Asia and the Caucasus” and
ICARDA-CACAARI Round Table Discussion on ICARDA
Strategic Plan for Dry Areas in CWANA region held in
Tashkent from 10-12 February, 2006 was presented by Dr.
Zakir Khalikulov. Dr. Guram Aleksidze informed about
proposed regional workshop on
“Research Need
Assessment for Agricultural Research for Development
(ARD) in Central Asia and the Caucasus” to be held during
late 2006, in Tbilisi, Georgia.
Dr. Raj Paroda also reassured the participants that
PFU and ICARDA will continue providing support to
CACAARI. He conveyed that Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy,
Director General, ICARDA has agreed to support CACAARI
with an annual contribution of US$ 3000.
At the end of the meeting, issues on future activities,
place and venue of the next General Assembly Meeting and
other businesses were discussed. It was agreed that the next
meeting of the Executive Committee could be organized with
CGIAR Program for CAC Steering Committee meeting. If
required, Executive Committee could also meet in Tbilisi,
when the Need Assessment Meeting is held later in 2006.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER OF UZBEKISTAN MEETS DR. BELTAGY

H

.E. Mr. Elyor Ganiev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Uzbekistan received Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy,
Director General, ICARDA on 4 April, 2006. After
having welcomed Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy to Tashkent, His
Excellency, on behalf of the Government of Uzbekistan,
expressed appreciation of ICARDA's support provided to
agricultural research and development in Uzbekistan and
personally thanked Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy. “We are aware that
you would be leaving the post of Director General of ICARDA
and hope to continue our excellent collaboration in the area
of agriculture research and development at bilateral level
between Egypt and Uzbekistan”, he said. On behalf of the
Government of Uzbekistan, Mr. Ganiev presented a gift to
Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy as a token of appreciation of his efforts
in strengthening collaboration between NARS of
Uzbekistan and the international scientific community.
Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy thanked the Minister for his
appreciation of ICARDA's role in Uzbekistan and briefed
him about the recent achievements under the ICARDA
Regional Program for CAC. He also placed on record the
efforts by Uzbek agricultural scientists in strengthening the
research collaboration and assured Mr. Ganiev of further
ICARDA's support to strengthen agricultural research in
Uzbekistan.
In conclusion, Prof. El-Beltagy expressed his
gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan
and personally to the President Islam Karimov, for hosting
ICARDA-CAC Regional Office in Tashkent and all support
provided to its staff.

Foreing Affairs Minister H. E. Ganiev honoring Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy

The meting was also attended by Mr. Ison
Mustafaev, First Deputy Minister, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA), Uzbekistan, Mr. Ilkhom Zakirov, Head of
Department of International Organizations, MFA of
Uzbekistan, Dr. Raj Paroda, Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA-CAC and Dr. Zakir Khalikulov, Consulting
Scientist, PFU-CGIAR.
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Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
SECOND CENTRAL ASIAN CEREALS CONFERENCE HELD IN KYRGYZSTAN

T

he Second Central Asian Cereals Conference was Cereals Breeding, Cereal Crop Protection, Cereal Grain Quality,
organized in Cholpon-Ata, Issyk-Kul, the Kyrgyz Republic Cereals Production on Saline Soils and Water, Irrigated
from 13-16 June, 2006. The Conference was co- Conservation Tillage Practices for Cereals, Rainfed
sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources and Conservation Tillage Practices for Cereals, and Genetic
Processing Industry of the Kyrgyz Republic, CIMMYT, ICARDA, Resources of Cereals.
Sida, GTZ, Washington State University and ICBA.
During the conference, 47 oral presentations and about
More than 200 scientists from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 100 poster presentations were made. The keynote
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Russia, Australia, Sweden, United Arab presentations were delivered by Dr. Sanjaya Rajaram, Director,
Emirates, USA, Turkey, Iran, Belgium, Mexico, Brazil as well as ICARDA-CIMMYT Wheat Improvement Program, Syria, Dr. Petr
international organizations, including CIMMYT, ICARDA, ICBA, Kharchenko, Director, All-Russian Research Institute of
and Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) Agricultural Biotechnology, Dr. Robert Park, Plant Breeding
participated in the
Institute, University of
conference.
Sydney, Drs. Mustafa ElThe Meeting was
Bohssini, Moussa
inaugurated by H.E. Mr.
Mosaad and Amor
Daniyar Usenov, First
Yahyaoui, ICARDA, Dr.
Vice Prime Minister of
Ferenc Bekes, CSIRO
Kyrgyzstan. On behalf of
Plant Industry, Australia,
the Government of
D r. P a t r i c k Wa l l ,
Kyrgyzstan, H.E. Mr.
C I M M Y T- Z i m b a b w e ,
Usenov welcomed the
and Dr. Alexey
participants and thanked
Morgounov.
the Organizing
On 16 June,
Committee for having
2006, the participants
chosen Kyrgyzstan as a
visited the breeding and
v e n u e o f t h e
seed production
Conference. The
Program of the “MIS”
Inaugural Session was
and Kyrgyz Research
chaired by Acad. Jamin
Institute of Farming.
Akimaliev, Chairman of
The Third Central
International Organizing
Asian Cereals
Committee.
C o n fere nce w i l l b e
In all, there were
organized in Dushanbe,
Participants of the 2 Central Asian Cereals Conference
eight Plenary Sessions:
Tajikistan in 2009.
nd

SURVEY OF PLANT BREEDING AND RELATED BIOTECHNOLOGY CAPACITY

T

he UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has been
conducting a global survey of plant breeding and related
biotechnology capacity, with the goal of designing
strategies to strengthen national and regional abilities to use
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. Within the
global survey, FAO has also worked in collaboration with
CIMMYT and ICARDA to carry out a series of workshops in the
Central Asia on designing strategies to strengthen the
sustainable use of plant genetic resources. The national survey
reports, prepared in 2005-2006, were discussed and validated
during the workshops held in Uzbekistan (April 6, 2006),
Tajikistan (April 8, 2006), and Kazakhstan (April 10). On 11-12
April, 2006, a regional workshop was carried out in Almaty,
Kazakhstan, which was organized by CIMMYT and ICARDA.
The workshop was led by the coordinator of Global Survey Dr.
Elcio P. Guimaraes of FAO, and attended by more than 30
participants, including NARS leaders and senior researchers of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan,
representatives of Embassy of Canada, AVRDC, CIP, Harvest
Plus, Nordic Gene Bank, SIDA, UNDP and WB-funded projects
of Kazakhstan.
The two-day agenda of the regional workshop included
presentations of the country surveys and concentrated on
detailed discussions of the present capacities and future needs
of the Central Asian countries in breeding and related
biotechnology research. This was followed by reviews of the
international cooperative research and future prospects of
international and regional collaboration presented by CGIAR
centers and Nordic Gene Bank. After presentations, the
workshop participants developed a list of recommendations to

strengthen national and regional abilities to use plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture, which were organized
across the six major themes: capacity building, germplasm
conservation, biotechnology tools, policy-related issues,
regional cooperation and infrastructure. Based on the findings
of the regional workshop, proposals have been developed and
submitted to the governments of the respective countries for
further elaboration and submission to FAO. The detailed report
of the workshop will be published in Agromeridian. The country
reports can be found through World Information and Early
Warning System on PGRFA (at the following internet address:
http://apps3.fao.org/wiews/wiews.jsp).
(Source: Dr. David Bedoshvili, CIMMYT-Tbilisi)

Participants of the workshop
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DR. PARODA PARTICIPATES IN UZBEK NATIONAL CONFERENCE

A

one day conference was held at the premises of the
Senate of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Tashkent on 19
May, 2006. The main objective of the conference was to
discuss the options for improving land and water management
through development of new agricultural policies. Dr. Raj
Paroda, Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC and Head, PFUCGIAR was invited to present a background paper entitled
“Managing our land and water resources”. The presentation was
very well received and referred to as the “roadmap” for land and
water management in Uzbekistan.
After the conference, His Excellency Mr. Gofur Aliev,
Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, Water Resource and
Ecology invited Dr. Paroda to discuss issues relating to land
resource management in Uzbekistan. During the discussions,
Dr. Paroda informed about the activities of ICARDA in the region,
emphasizing development and adoption of improved
technologies of water and soil fertility management. H. E. Mr.
Gofur Aliev, expressed his interest in getting more information
about ICARDA activities in Uzbekistan and desired to visit the
experimental sites. He appreciated ICARDA's support in

strengthening agricultural research in Uzbekistan and wished to
have more interaction in the area of agricultural policy.
He agreed to visit ICARDA Headquarters in Aleppo,
Syria sometime later this year to get more familiarized with ongoing research activities to strengthen ongoing cooperation.

Dr. Raj Paroda addressing the Conference in Uzbek Senate

MEETING OF REGIONAL RICE NETWORK HELD

A

meeting of the Regional Rice Network was held in
Tashkent on April 5, 2006. The meeting was facilitated by
Dr. Raj Paroda, Head, PFU-CGIAR and Dr. Zakir
Khalikulov, Consultant Scientist, PFU-CGIAR being a follow-up
on the discussions held during the 5th International Rice
Genetics Symposium, organized in Manila in 2005. The
participants from Iran and CAC agreed to initiate a Regional Rice
Network to include experts from CAC as well as neighboring
countries. About 15 scientists participated in the meeting
including experts and officials from the region. Participants from
Iran and Turkmenistan were not able to attend the meeting.
The meeting was organized to discuss with local officials
their interest in establishing a regional network of rice producing
countries in the region as well as of the neighboring countries.
This network would facilitate exchange of information and
material and help attract donor interest in supporting activities
related to rice. The meeting was inaugurated by Dr. M.
Tashboltaev, Deputy Director General, UzSPCA, representing
the Ministry of Agriculture and Water Management of
Uzbekistan. He reiterated the support of the Ministry for IRRI
efforts on rice in the region.
Dr. Paroda informed about the activities of the PFUICARDA office and efforts on strengthening rice research and
development in CAC. Dr. Abdelbagi Ismail, IRRI summarized the

Participants of the meeting

accomplishments in the region since IRRI joined the
Consortium and also briefly discussed the goal and objectives of
the meeting. Dr. Jena Kumar, Rice Breeder from IRRI, Republic
of South Korea Program also attended.
All the participating countries made presentations
summarizing the current rice status in their countries and
specified their needs. Main issues deliberated were:
1. All countries expressed desire to strengthen their rice
research programs to enhance and stabilize productivity.
Countries like Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and
Tajikistan also indicated their desire to expand rice
production area to meet local demands.
2. Training of young scientists is crucial for countries like
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan.
3. All countries desired to receive salt tolerant, short
maturing rice germplasm.
4. Requests were made for more information on aerobic rice
and water saving technologies, as water shortage is a major
constraint to rice expansion in the region.
5. Cost of rice production is relatively high due to excessive
use of inputs and inefficient field operations. There appears
to be a good scope to expand area by introducing rice-wheat
production system.
6. All countries agreed to establish and support a Regional
Rice Network. It was decided that Uzbek Rice Research
Institute, Tashkent would coordinate the network activities
with the help of PFU. Each country would nominate one
national coordinator.
7. The objectives of the network were set as follows:
џTo strengthen communication and sharing of information
on existing and new technologies among local scientists.
џTo provide an official channel for flow of information
between scientists in the region and international
research institutions and other organizations.
џTo facilitate sharing and testing of germplasm on a large
scale in the region. Special interest expressed was for
salt, cold and drought tolerant, short maturing varieties
and varieties suited to aerobic conditions. These
materials are to be provided by IRRI through its IRRIKorea program.
џTo test the effective management options through conduct
of regional trials, particularly strategies related to salinity
management and water saving, in order to maximize
impact.
(Continued on page 16)
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To attract and strengthen communication with donors to
invest in rice-based cropping systems research in the
region.
Emphasize partnership among member countries to
address issues of common interest, particularly those
related to rice production and sustainability as means of
improving livelihood of farmers with low income.
It was agreed that regional trials should start in 2006.
About 14 local varieties were nominated by the participating

countries. These together with 2-3 improved varieties selected
from IRRI material sent to the region before, will be used for the
first regional trial. Iran will also enter a few lines. The Head,
PFU-CGIAR agreed to provide support for this network for the
first year, until additional resources become available. The
participant also decided to have one planning/review meeting
for the regional network each year, preferably to be linked with
the Steering Committee meetings of CGIAR program for CAC.
(Source: Dr. Ismail Abdelbagi, IRRI, Los Banos, Philippines)

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON IMPROVING CONSERVATION TILLAGE
prototype of combine equipment, designed by him, for planting
wheat on cotton stubble. The equipment undertakes five
operations in one run: undercutting, uprooting and chopping
cotton stubble, sowing wheat through disk openers, and
spreading of chopped cotton mass on the top of the sown area
and opening irrigation furrows. This equipment generated good
discussions and was appreciated by most of the participants.
The second machine under discussion was the raised bed
planter Dasmesh, imported from India and adapted for sowing
cotton with 90 cm of row space. The planter was presented by
Mr. A. Khajimuradov. The participants had very interesting
discussion on improving the equipment as per local
requirements. Dr. A. Kalashnikov, a leading scientist from the
Kazakh Research Institute of Water Management as well as Drs.
R. Gupta, T. Friedrich and K. Sayre shared their experiences,
which proved very useful.

Mr. Murodov explaining the advantages of new combine equipment

I

nternational Workshop on “Improving conservation tillage
machinery for irrigated agriculture” was organized by
ICARDA-CAC on 19 April, 2006 at the Uzbek Institute of
Mechanization and Electrification of Agriculture, Yangiyul,
Tashkent Province, Uzbekistan. Agronomists and mechanical
engineers from Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, working on the
design and assessment of conservation tillage equipment for
irrigated agriculture, attended the workshop. Those participated
were: Drs. M. Suleimenov, G. Singh, A. Nurbekov and O. Tsay
(ICARDA-CAC), Drs. R. Gupta and K. Sayre (CIMMYT), Dr. F.
Friedrich (FAO) and Drs. J.M. Reichert and R. Casao Junior,
Conservation Agriculture specialists from Brazil beside national
scientists. A total of 30 participants attended the workshop.
Two conservation tillage machines were the subject of
discussion. In addition, Mr. F. Murodov demonstrated a new

Mr. Khajimuradov demonstrating modified raised bed planter

YELLOW RUST TRAINING AND CONFERENCE ORGANIZED

I

CARDA and CIMMYT are working with CAC NARS to find
resistant sources and to develop new yellow rust (YR)
resistant varieties, being a serious threat to sustainable
wheat production in the Caucuses, Central and West Asia, and
North Africa. In this connection, a training course on “Yellow
Rust Management in Western, Central Asia and the Caucasus”
was organized jointly by ICARDA, CIMMYT and PBI, University
of Sydney, Australia from 1-8 June June, 2006 in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan. ACIAR, together with the organizers, provided the
necessary financial support for the training course. In all, 20
participants were trained in various aspects of YR management.
Lectures on biology and epidemiology, breeding for resistance
and other related topics were delivered by the international
experts, including Drs. Amor Yahyaoui and Osman Abdalla
(ICARDA, Aleppo, Syria); Drs. Colin Wellings and Harbans
Bariana (PBI, Sydney, Australia); Drs. Etienne Duveiller
(CIMMYT); and Dr. Mogens Hovmoller (DIAS, Denmark). The
participants also benefited from laboratory and field exercises
organized for practicing disease diagnosis, recording, sampling

and analysis.

(Continued on page 17)

Dr. Amor Yahyaoui addressing the trainees
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The trainees could also avail the opportunity to interact with a
large number of international scientists, who came to participate
in a the Third Regional Conference on Yellow Rust, which was
held on 8-11 June, 2006 in Tashkent. More than 62 scientists
from 18 countries (Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Australia, Belgium,
Denmark, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Tunisia, Turkey, Syria, Iran, Pakistan, Ethiopia, Kenya, USA and
Mexico) participated in the conference. Distinguished
international speakers presented the results of their research on
yellow rust, covering advanced methods of YR management,
with special emphasis on application of biotechnology tools.
Many young scientists from the region presented their work,
which was highly appreciated. Effort of Dr Amor Yahyaoui in
organizing these events were appreciated by all participants.
Drs. E. Fereres and Rajaram presenting certificates to the trainees

Human Resource Development
VISIT TO INDIAN GENEBANKS

D

uring the period 28 April - 1 May, 2006, Dr. S.
Kenenbayev, Director, Scientific Production Center of
Farming and Crop Production, Almaty, Kazakhstan, Mr.
S. Adil, Technical Director, “MISI” Construction Company,
Astana, Kazakhstan, Dr. Z. Akparov, Director, Institute of
Genetic Resources, Baku, Azerbaijan and Prof. M. Karabayev,
ICARDA-CAC visited India in order to get acquainted with the
national activities in the field of conservation, use, and exchange
of plant and animal genetic resources. They visited the National
Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), New Delhi,
National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources (NBAGR),
Karnal, Directorate of Wheat Research (DWR),

Examining the cryopreservation facility

Karnal, and National Museum of Agricultural Sciences, New
Delhi. The delegation met with the Directors and the senior
research staff of the genebanks and research institutions, who
demonstrated an impressive work carried out by the Indian
scientists. The visitors from the CAC region were shown the
activities relating to collection, conservation, characterization
and evaluation of germplasm, exchange and quarantine
procedures, multiplication of germplasm, tissue culture,
cryopreservation, DNA fingerprinting etc. Members of the CAC
delegation found the visit to be very useful, especially in view of
the new Genebanks being established/ constructed in
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan.
Scientists from CAC visiting Indian Genebank

(Source: Dr. Marat Karabayev, ICARDA-CAC)

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON PGR DOCUMENTATION ORGANIZED

R

egional workshop on PGR Documentation, organized
under the project on “Inventory and Development of
Information System on PGR in CAC”, funded by the
Global Crop Diversity Trust (GCDT), was held from 29 May -2
June, 2006, in Tbilisi, Georgia. The workshop was attended by
12 PGR Documentation specialists from CAC countries as well
as Dr. J. Konopka, PGR Unit, ICARDA. The participants
discussed the development of both the national and regional
PGR databases.
The workshop was inaugurated by Acad. G. Aleksidze,
Chairman, Transcaucasian PGR Network. The presentations
covered the on-going activities on PGR, development of PGR
databases, documentation activities, and described the needs

and constrains of the National Information Network on PGR in
each country.
Technical issues of the Database development
discussed during the workshop included gathering and
analyzing data from different sources, verification of data
updating and its compatibility with the global databases of FAO,
IPGRI, ICARDA, and others. Later the workshop participants
visited the Genebank of Georgia where they were briefed about
ongoing activities covering the collections of grain and
leguminous crops.

(Source: Dr. Faizulla Abdullaev, UzRIPI, Uzbekistan)
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ICBA TRAINING COURSE HELD
IN TASHKENT

A

training course on Advances in Biosaline Agriculture with
Reference to Central Asia and the Caucasus was held in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan from 15-21 May, 2006. This course
involved 44 scientists, young researchers and technicians from
all the eight CAC countries. It was organized by ICBA in close
collaboration with ICARDA and IWMI and sponsored by the
OPEC Fund for International Development and ADB.
Prof. Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Water Management, Republic of Uzbekistan,
inaugurated the course. He thanked ICBA and ICARDA for their
timely initiative on human capacity building. He also expressed
hope that ICBA would strengthen its presence in the region to
play a key role in addressing the issues of salinity management.
Dr. Mohammad Al-Attar, Director General briefed about
the efforts made by ICBA's activities in the region. He reiterated
that ICBA will continue supporting research activities and human
Dr. Raj Paroda addressing the participants
capacity building. He thanked ICARDA, IWMI and CAC NARS
for strengthening partnership for research on management of Dakheel, Shoaib Ismail, Nurul Akhand from ICBA and Hassan
El-Shaer from Desert Research Center, Egypt. The
salt-affected and wasteland regions.
presentations were focused on characterization of genetic
resources and potential use of salt-tolerant crops and
halophytes; testing salt-tolerant forages in livestock feeding
systems; as well as irrigation technologies and drainage
management systems under saline arid and semi-arid
environments.
The trainees also visited a research site in Galaba,
Uzbekistan in order to oversee the activities carried out under
the ADB-funded project on Bright spots . Dr. Lyudmila Shurova
explained the benefits of cultivation of mixed cropping of alfalfa
in standing wheat crop. The role of Licorice in the reclamation of
salt affected and abandoned lands was also demonstrated.
During the discussion session, the participants
requested to formalize a network of specialized working groups
on evaluation of halophytes and sustainable plant, land and
saline water resources-use in the region. The following action
points were brought out:
џTo conduct a survey on biodiversity of halophytes for each
country of the CAC region and to develop unified criteria of
evaluation, characterization and conservation of halophytes
Participants of ICBA training course
and salt-tolerant crops, taking into account their abundance,
Dr. Raj Paroda briefed the participants about the
type of soil salinity, salt tolerance levels, as well as seed
achievements made under the CGIAR Collaborative Program
morphology and ecology;
for CAC with special emphasis on the activities relating to salinity
џTo have an assessment of salt-0ffected, waterlogged and
management. He highlighted the importance of both
waste lands that could be utilized in biosaline agriculture;
fundamental and applied research, being crucial for agricultural
џTo generate a data-base on bio-saline agriculture for CAC;
development of the CAC region.
џTo test salt tolerant forages suitable for livestock feeding
Dr. Faisal Taha, Director of Technical Programs, ICBA
systems;
made a presentation on ICBA's on-going research activities. He
џTo introduce and test non-conventional salt tolerant plants
also mentioned that the main goal of the current training course
and modern low-cost technologies in small-scale production
is to give an opportunity for the trainees to get acquainted with
systems.
modern methods and technologies of managing saline water,
degraded and marginal lands.
(Source: Dr. Kristina Toderich, ICBA-Tashkent
The training course included lectures by Drs. Abdullah
and Dr. Shoaib Ismail, ICBA-Dubai)

SECOND NATIONAL TRAINING COURSE ON PGR DOCUMENTATION HELD

T

he second National training course on PGR
documentation was held in the Agricultural Institute of
Samarkand, Uzbekistan on 11-13 May, 2006. A total of 18
specialists from 8 institutions were trained, including:
Samarkand Agricultural Institute (5), Samarkand State
University (2), Samarkand Branch of the Academy of Sciences
of Uzbekistan (2), Uzbek SRI of Karakul Breeding and Desert
Ecology (2), Gallaaral Branch of Andijan Institute of Irrigated
Grain and Leguminous Crops (2), Uzbek RI of Breeding and
Seed Production of Cotton (2), Institute of Genetics and Plant
18
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Experimental Biology under the Academy of Sciences of
Uzbekistan (1), and Uzbek RI of Plant Industry (2).
The course was inaugurated by Prof. Sh. Khalikulov,
Rector, Samarkand Agricultural Institute who emphasized the
importance of conservation and documentation of plant genetic
resources. Theoretical and practical classes on the collections,
inventory and documentation as well as on the database
development and operation of the “CAC-DB”
(Continued on page 19)
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Software were conducted by Drs. F. Abdullaiev and Sh.
Rajametov from UzRIPI, and Dr. M. Yakubov of the Institute of
Genetics and Plant Experimental Biology under the Uzbek
Academy of Sciences.

Upon completion, all trainees noted that they benefited
from the course and wished that training in this area be
continued in future as well.
(Source: Dr. Faizulla Abdullaev, UzRIPI, Uzbekistan)

TRAINING ACTIVITIES BY AVRDC

A

n International Training Workshop on “Evaluation of
Superior Vegetable Varieties” was held at AVRDC - The
World Vegetable Center (Taiwan) on 15-27 May, 2006.
Specialists from the CAC region - namely Dr. Karine Sarikyan,
Research Center of Vegetable & Industrial Crops, Armenia, Dr.
Serik Jantassov, Research Institute of Potato and Vegetable
Farming, Kazakhstan and Dr. Mahfurat Amanova, Research
Institute of Plant Industry, Uzbekistan - participated in this
workshop. They attended lectures of leading scientists on
vegetable growing, plant protection, economics and methods of
conducting the varietal trials and participated in practical
classes.
Dr. Bakhtiyor Odinaev of Scientific-Production
Association “Bogparvar”, Tajikistan got trained on methods of
managing vegetable crops from 11-17 May May, 2006 at the
AVRDC - CAC Regional Office in Tashkent.
From May 26 - June 3, 2006, the AVRDC-CAC Regional
Office conducted a training in Fergana Valley for 73 farmers
(including 16 women) on growing vegetable crops. This activity
was organized in collaboration with a “Farmer to Farmer”
Program of WINROCK International.

Scientists from CAC among other trainees at AVRDC Headquarters

TRAINING ON GENETIC RESOURCES AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

D

r. Zakir Khalikulov, Consultant Scientist, PFU-CGIAR,
participated in the International Training Program
Course on “Genetic Resources and Intellectual Property
Rights”, held in Svalof Weibull, Sweden from 3-24 May, 2006.
The training course was jointly organized by the Swedish
Biodiversity Center, Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences, Uppsala University, Uppsala Svalof Weibull AB and
Stockholm Environment Institute. In all, 24 participants from
Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador, Chile, Colombia, China, Indonesia,
Philippine, Thailand, South Africa, Vietnam, Uganda, Tanzania,
Kenya, Namibia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan attended the course.
All the participants presented brief reports on the current
national status relating to the fulfilment of obligations under
CBD, WTO/TRIPS, and the International Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture/ITPGRFA in their
respective countries.
Participants of the course

TRAINING COURSE ON PEARL MILLET AT ICRISAT

D

r. Aziz Nurbekov, from ICARDA-CAC, participated in the
international training course on “Pearl Millet
Improvement and Seed Production” organized at the
Campus of ICRISAT, Hyderabad, India from 2-15 May, 2006.
Eminent pearl millet breeders, seed production specialists,
agronomists and other specialists from India delivered lectures
and organized practical workshops.
Most of the presentations covered various aspects of
varietal improvement, hybrid seed production, including selfing
and crossing techniques; multilocation testing and the release
of cultivars; screening procedures for resistance to drought,
salinity, diseases and insects; assessment of cultivars for
alternative uses; and assessment evaluation of marketing
opportunities. During the training course, Dr. Nurbekov also
made a presentation on the prospects of pearl millet production
in Uzbekistan.
Dr William Dar, Director General, ICRISAT
congratulated the participants and reiterated the importance of
human capacity building for improving the quality of research.
The certificates were presented to the trainees jointly by Dr.

Dyno Keatinge, DDG (Research) and Dr. C. L. L. Gowda,
Leader, Global Theme on Crop Improvement.

Visiting pearl millet hybridization field
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DESERTIFICATION AND DRYLAND RESEARCH HELD
An International Scientific Conference on
Desertification and Drylands Research
organized by UNESCO in close cooperation
with FAO, IFAD, UNCD, UNDP, UNEP, UNU,
ICARDA and several other international
organizations was held from 19-21 June 2006
in Tunis, Tunisia. The Conference was one of
the activities of the United Nations proclaimed
International Year of Deserts and Desertification (IYDD) in
2006 bringing together leading dryland scientists, field experts,
practitioners, and decision makers from all dryland regions of
the world. The Conference was opened by H. E .Mr. Nadhir
Hamada, Minister of Environment and Sustainable
Development, Tunisia. Dr. William Dar, Director General,
ICRISAT spoke on behalf of CGIAR. Keynote presentations
were made by Prof. Charles Hutchinson, University of Arizona,
USA on Research and Science Related to Drylands and
Desertification, by Dr. Youba Sokona, Observatoir du Sahara et
du Sahel on Policy Requirements to Combat Desertification and
by Dr. W. Dar, ICRISAT on Interventions and Implementation
Needs for Sustainable Dryland Development. There were 60
oral presentations on eight sessions: 1) Conservation of
biodiversity, cultural and natural heritage in drylands, 2) Dryland
hydrology and water management, 3) Monitoring and
forecasting of dryland ecosystem dynamics, 4) Sustainable land
use and agriculture, 5) Disaster and risk management in
Drylands, 6) Policy, governance and socio-economic dynamics
in changing drylands, 7) Viable dryland livelihoods and policy
options, and 8) Education and knowledge sharing in Drylands.
In addition, 48 poster presentations were displayed. ICARDA
was represented by Dr. R. Thomas, who was a member of the
Organizing Committee, and Dr. M. Suleimenov from the CAC
Regional Office, who was a member of the Scientific Committee.
He also chaired the session #4 and was a rapporteur of the
session #6. Drs. R. Thomas and A. Larbi made oral
presentations.
The participants of the Conference adopted a Declaration on
research priorities to promote sustainable development in
drylands, named as Tunis Declaration . In this important
document, the participants urged civil society, national
authorities and the international community to place combating
desertification and development of drylands as a major priority
and to create an enabling environment for the successful
implementation of the multilateral environmental agreements
and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The house

also called upon governments and multilateral environmental
agreements to use sound scientific knowledge to formulate and
implement policies, laws, regulations and action programmes
vis-0-vis environmental issues stressing integrated
management of natural resources and conservation practices.
In addition, scientific community was requested to ensure that
their findings are made available and understandable to
decision-makers and local dryland communities so that
research can help shape sound policies and good governance
as well as education on an interactive basis for sustainable
dryland management and improved livelihoods.
The following themes were identified as priority issues in an
attempt at defining future paths of dryland research for
sustainable development:
џInterdependence and conservation of cultural and biological
diversity;
џIntegrated management of water resources in the context of
a looming water crisis;
џAssessing and forecasting dryland ecosystem dynamics in
order to formulate adaptation strategies in the context of
global change and to alleviate poverty so as to achieve the
MDGs;
џAgriculture and pastoralism as opportunities for sustainable
land use;
џCoping with and management of natural and man-made
disasters;
џFormulating and implementing scenarios and policy options
for good governance in the context of global change;
џIdentifying viable dryland livelihoods and policy options for
the benefit of dryland dwellers (such as eco-tourism);
џEducating for sustainable development and knowledge
sharing;
џReversing environmental degradation and promoting
rehabilitation;
џCosts related to inaction in the field of land degradation;
џRenewable energies suitable for dryland development;
џEvaluation of dryland ecosystem services and their tradeoffs.

NEW SOCIO-ECONOMIST APPOINTED

NEW TECHNICAL ASSISTANT JOINED

Mr. Alisher Mirzabaev joined the ICARDA's
Regional Office for CAC in May, 2006 as a Socioeconomist. He holds a Master's Degree in
Developmental Studies from the University of
Grenoble II in France and a Bachelor's Degree in
International Economics from the University of
World Economy and Diplomacy in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan. Before joining ICARDA, Alisher has
had versatile professional experience with
international (UNDP in Uzbekistan), public (the
French Economic Mission in Istanbul, Turkey) and
private organizations (JV Mirishkor LLC, the
French Group DAGRIS). His new duties will include economic
evaluation of new technologies and feasibility analyses for the “Water
and Soil Management” and “Bright Spots” Projects.
Staff of PFU-CGIAR for CAC wish Mr. Alisher Mirzabaev all the
success in his new assignment.

Mr. Yuri Idrisov joined CGIAR- PFU and
ICARDA Regional Office for CAC as a
Technical Assistant for Publications starting
1st May, 2006. His background includes
working in online media resources as well as
in printed media and various translating
assignments. Besides, Yuri is an amateur
photographer. In his new capacity, he will be
responsible for technical publications and
scientific reports, providing written and oral
translations, maintaining the website of
CGIAR Program as well as assisting the staff
in various technical issues.
Staff of PFU-CGIAR for CAC
welcome Mr. Yuri and wish him all the
success in his new assignment.

