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PROF. MAGDY MADKOUR VISITS
UZBEKISTAN AND KAZAKHSTAN

T

o follow up on activities of ICARDA's Regional
Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus (CAC),
and to meet with national partners and staff of the
Regional Office, Prof. Magdy Madkour, Assistant Director
General (International Cooperation), visited Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan from 21 to 23 September, 2005.
During his visit, he met Prof. Amir Amanov, Main Advisor
on Agriculture, Office of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan; Dr. Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Water Management and Director General,
Uzbek Scientific Production Center for Agriculture
(UzSPCA); and Dr. Tashboltayev, First Deputy Director
General, UzSPCA. He also met Acad. Abdulmovlan
Abdullaev, Head of the Laboratory of Genetic Resources of
the Research Institute of Genetics and Experimental
Biology of Plants; Prof. Abdusattar Abdukarimov, Director,
Research Institute of Genetics and Experimental Biology of
Plants; Dr. Abdulmalik Rustamov, Director, Uzbek Research
Institute of Plant Industry (UzRIPI); and Prof. Suratbek
Yusoupov, Director, Research Institute of Karakul Sheep
Breeding and Desert Ecology in Samarkand.
Prof. Amir Amanov informed that about 8,000
accessions of valuable germplasm have been supplied by
ICARDA for testing and evaluation in Uzbekistan.
(Continued on page 2)

Meeting with Dr. A. Khanazarov

Message from Dr. Mohammad Al Attar,
Director General, ICBA
Dear colleagues!
The International Center for Biosaline
Agriculture (ICBA) is privileged to join
the CGIAR's sustainable agricultural
deve-lopment program for Central Asia
and the Caucasus. The international
agricultural research and deve-lopment
community is aware that the problem of
salinity in the region is a major cause for
concern.
Salinity is a widespread
problem in the Aral Sea Basin in both
rainfed and irrigated systems. For
example, 47.5% of the irrigated land is affected by salinization,
ranging from 95.9% in Turkmenistan to 11.5% in Kyrgyzstan.
Created by its sponsors to deal with salinity problems in marginal
areas of the world, ICBA's core expertise lies in the management
of saline soils, saline water and salt-tolerant plants in irrigated
agricultural production systems to arrest or reverse
environmental degradation. In addition to extensive first-hand
knowledge and experience of the farming systems of arid and
semiarid regions, ICBA has expertise in irrigation and drainage
system design, irrigation system management, improved crop
management practices under saline conditions, selection of
appropriate salinity tolerant species and varieties of food, forage
and industrial crops and development of appropriate production
systems for saline areas. Accordingly, ICBA can contribute to
assessment of the effects of salinity in major crop and livestock
production systems, assessment of the status of saline irrigated
areas and their prospects for rehabilitation, design of technology
packages for optimum utilization of saline land and water
resources, capacity building and related training and technical
backstopping.
In collaboration with ICARDA, ICBA has conducted in Tashkent
two training courses benefiting 62 scientists and technicians from
6 countries in the region to build the human capacity to deal with
the problem utilizing aspects of biosaline agriculture. Financial
support for these events in 2003 and 2004 was procured by ICBA
from the OPEC Fund for International Development, the Private
Office of the President of the United Arab Emirates, the Islamic
Development Bank and the Department for International
Development (UK). In addition, 13 scientists and technicians
from the region attended various training courses at ICBA Dubai.
ICBA has joined hands with the national programs of Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan, and two other international
centers, ICARDA and IWMI, to implement the Asian
Development Bank financed research project to 'enable
communities in the Aral Sea Basin to combat land and water
resource degradation through creation of bright spots' over 3
years. ICBA will lead the activities in plant production in salt
affected soils and capacity building and dissemination. The
center is also providing germplasm for trials in the three
countries.
ICBA is aware that these are small first steps taken by the center
to deal with salinity in the region. Much more can be achieved in
collaboration with ICBA's partners in the CGIAR Collaborative
Research Program for the region and development agencies
interested in improving the livelihoods of people in the region.
Mohammad Al-Attar

Important Events

Prof. Madkour presents a silver plaque to Prof. Amanov

First regional trail seeds presented to Dr. Zhamalbekov

He emphasized the urgent need to strengthen varietal Kazakhstan and other countries of Central Asia. He also visited
improvement and seed production in the country, and sought the seed cleaning and storage facilities. Prof. Madkour then
ICARDA's increased support in training Uzbek breeders. He presented to Dr. Zhamalbekov a box of seed from ICARDAhighlighted a new initiative to establish an international wheat CAC, containing all promising varieties from the CAC countries,
nursery in Uzbekistan and suggested that the proposed nursery for the conduct of the first regional varietal trial. Dr. Ombaev,
be established in Tashkent Province so that promising varieties Director General, Southern Kazakhstan Agricultural Research
identified there could be distributed to breeding institutions in and Production Center, expressed his appreciation for
neighboring countries. Prof. Madkour assured Prof. Amanov of ICARDA's support in varietal improvement as well as crop
ICARDA's best possible support for germplasm improvement in diversification and conservation tillage, and in providing training
Uzbekistan, and for the establishment of an international wheat opportunities to the scientists.
nursery in Tashkent.
On the last day of his visit, Prof. Madkour visited farmers'
During the meeting with Dr. Abdushukur Khanazarov, the fields in Pakhtakor District of Jizzak Province, Uzbekistan. He
need for further strengthening of the excellent collaboration observed the adoption of improved technology of cotton growing
between Uzbekistan and ICARDA was emphasized. Dr. using plastic film, being developed and further improved by the
Tashboltayev desired to have more support from ICARDA and scientists of Uzbek Research Institute of Cotton Growing under
other CG Centers for improved seed production technologies of the leadership of Dr. German Bezborodov.
important legume and oilseed crops for the diversification of the
Later, he also visited the Research Institute of Karakul Sheep
agricultural production system.
Breeding and Desert Ecology in Samarkand, where he met with
During his visit to the Laboratory of Genetic Resources, the Director, Prof. Suratbek Yusoupov. Prof. Yusoupov briefed
Research Institute of Genetics and Experimental Biology of him on the achievements in the IFAD project on feed and
Plants, Prof. Madkour saw very diverse germplasm of cotton livestock implemented by ICARDA during 1999-2003. He
varieties, hybrids and the wild relatives that had been collected requested Prof. Madkour to follow-up with IFAD for the funding of
by Acad. Abdullaev from various parts of the world.
the second phase of the project, since it has been identified to be
Prof. Madkour also visited the experimental fields of the very important for the region. He also informed him about the
Uzbek Research Institute of Cotton Growing (UzRICG), where recent collections of forage legumes made with the support of
he met with the scientists involved in the ADB project on ICARDA, a set of which has been sent to Aleppo for evaluation.
"Improving rural livelihoods through efficient on-farm water and Prof. Madkour also saw the forage quality laboratory, which was
soil fertility management in Central Asia." At the Uzbek Research established earlier with ICARDA's support. He was pleased that
Institute of Plant Industry (UzRIPI), Prof. Madkour visited the the facility is being used effectively by the researchers.
reconstructed National Genebank, which currently holds 12,000
accessions of valuable
agricultural crops. Prof.
Madkour handed over to the
Director Dr. Rustamov a seed
packet of the first ICARDACAC Regional Varietal Trial of
Wheat (RVTW), consisting of
the best varieties from different
countries.
Prof. Madkour visited the
Krasniy Vodopad Breeding
Station (KVBS) in Kazakhstan,
where he met with the Director,
Dr. Majid Zhamalbekov and
staff members. Scientists
showed him new varieties of
wheat, barley, chickpea,
safflower and other crops that
have been developed at the
station and released in
Visit to the farmer's field in Pakhtakor District
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Important Events
BRAINSTORMING SESSION ON AGRICULTURAL POLICIES
AND TRADE RELATED ISSUES IN CENTRAL ASIA

A

Brainstorming Session on Agricultural Policies and Trade
Related Issues in Central Asia was held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan, from 29-30 July, 2005. The meeting was jointly
organized by IFPRI and CGIAR-CAC Program Facilitation Unit
(PFU). In all, 24 participants attended, including representatives of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Directors of Research Institutes of
Agricultural Economics from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, representatives of donor
organizations such as World Bank (WB), Asian Development Bank
(ADB), Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC),
and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
Objective of the meeting was to discuss most important issues
on the current status and perspectives of developing policies and
trade related issues for sustainable growth of agricultural sector.
Particular emphasis was laid on overall agricultural production,
diversification issues, and possibilities of export as well as better
marketing opportunities leading to higher economic returns to the
resource poor farmers.
The meeting was inaugurated by Dr. Abdushukur Khanazarov,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Director General, UzSPCA,
Uzbekistan. He greeted all the participants and particularly thanked
Dr. Raj Paroda for his committed work and contribution towards
agricultural development of Uzbekistan and the whole CAC region.
In his speech, Dr. Khanazarov emphasized on the commitment of
Uzbek Government to the overall agricultural development and
related policy issues, which were reflected in the recent Presidential
decrees. He appreciated the excellent support provided by ICARDA
and other CG Centers of the Consortium especially in the area of
human resource development.
The participants were also welcomed by Dr. Raj Paroda, Head,
PFU and Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC, Dr. Ashok Gulati,
Director, Markets, Trade and Institutions Division (MTID) and Dr.
P.K. Joshi, South Asia Coordinator, MTID, IFPRI. Dr. Raj Paroda
expressed his thanks to the host Government and to all the
participants. He also appreciated participation of Dr. Ashok Gulati
and Dr. P.K. Joshi and their committed interest in initiating IFPRI
activities in the CAC Region. He noted the special role of
agricultural sector for building the economies and overall livelihoods
of Central Asian countries. The need for developing sound
recommendations based on comprehensive policy analysis related
to agricultural production, diversification and marketing was also
emphasized. He also pointed out that there was an urgent need for
strengthening linkages between NARS of the region and the
international scientific community.
Dr. Ashok Gulati thanked the Government of Uzbekistan for
hosting the meeting. He highlighted major objectives of the meeting,
which were as follows: (i) to discuss with the NARS past, present
and future perspectives of agricultural development, policy and
trade related issues; (ii) to explore possibilities of joint research
program to be launched for 3-5 years; (iii) to exchange information

with the key stakeholders; and (iv) to share with the audience the
success stories of the countries that could advance in agricultural
development within a short period of time.
Dr. P.K. Joshi extended his greetings to the participants and
thanked Dr. Khanazarov for inaugurating the meeting. He also
appreciated the role of Dr. Paroda in organizing and facilitating the
meeting. He felt that proposed joint discussion on issues relating to
agricultural reforms, market liberalization and institutional aspects
of orienting agriculture for newly emerging challenges would be
highly useful.
Representatives of Donor organizations took active part during
the discussions devoted to identifying and prioritizing critical policy
issues and constraints affecting efficiency of agricultural production
and inter-regional trade in Central Asia. The specific suggestions of
Mr. Iskander Trushin, World Bank, and Mr. Rustam Abdukayumov,
ADB, were:
Looking for possibilities of improving productivity in agriculture.
Main constraints for increasing productivity are:
- Poor governance,
- Poor education and
- Limited exchange of experience between different
stakeholders and farmers;
Working on three-levels of major challenges for sustainable
development of agriculture:
- Constraints at inter-governmental level
- Constraints at country level
- Constraints at on-farm level
Conducting comparative cost-benefit analysis of constraints
affecting inter-regional trade in Central Asia, that would provide
clear picture of advantages and disadvantages;
Preparing development programs that should be specified and
targeted in order to have achievements in certain constituents of
the agriculture sector. For example, specified program be
developed for human resource development in agriculture;
Developing agricultural policy in accordance with the overall
economic objectives of each country in Central Asia.
Specific country presentations on current status of agricultural
development, policies and trade related issues were made by the
representatives of the Ministries of Agriculture and Directors of
Research Institutes of Agricultural Economics. The main issues
highlighted during the presentations were:
Developing strategies and incentives on efficient use of available
resources;
Developing sound recommendations on production systems
reorganization in order to provide effective technological options to
different farm types;
Exploring real opportunities for production diversification;
Increasing productivity considering not only physical but also
socio-economic factors;
Capacity building of people involved in agriculture including
scientists, farmers, extension workers, etc;
Ensuring greater involvement of donors for various important
agricultural R&D projects;
Supporting work of extension and knowledge sharing services for
farmers in the region;
Promoting small-scale mechanization for improved farm
efficiency;
Continuing the analysis of possibilities of establishing regional
marketing network;
Establishing regional network of social scientists, which will help in
knowledge and experience sharing;
Continuing joint collaborative activities between IFPRI, ICARDA
and other Consortium partners with NARS of Central Asia and
developing new project proposals.

Participants of the brainstorming session
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Important Events
DR. RAJARAM VISITS CENTRAL ASIA

D

r. Sanjaya Rajaram, Director, Mega-Project 2, ICARDA,
visited Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan from 27-31 August,
2005 in order to discuss future research and
development plans for wheat improvement with NARS Heads
and the wheat scientists.
In Uzbekistan, he visited Galla-Aral Research Station, where
he met with Dr. Jorabay Umarov, Deputy Director, and the
scientists. He was briefed about the history and activities of the
station, which is engaged in breeding cereal and legume crop
varieties for rainfed agriculture. Dr. Rajaram also visited the
Research Institute of Genetics and Experimental Biology of
Plants to meet with Acad. A. Abdukarimov, Director and saw the
work in biotechnology, as well as the laboratory equipment for
grain quality analysis received under GTZ/CIMMYT project.
Later, he visited Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry, and
was impressed to see the renovated genebank, as well as the
experimental fields of the Institute. Dr. Rajaram also visited
Tashkent Agrarian University and had a discussion with Acad.

Dr. Rajaram visiting genetics laboratory

Visiting Farm Machinery Unit at KVBS
H. Kimsanbaev, Rector, and staff members regarding future
collaboration. Prof. L. Gafurova, Vice-rector, accompanied him
to the Center of Biotechnology to show the facilities and to brief
on on-going activities.
In Kazakhstan, Dr. Rajaram visited Krasniy Vodopad
Breeding Station (KVBS), where he met with Mr. Turdalin,
Deputy Governor of Sary-Agash Province, Dr. Ombaev, Director
General, Southern Kazakhstan Agricultural Research and
Production Center, Prof. Boribay Sariev, Head, Barley
Department and Prof. A. Abugalieva, Head, Quality Department,
Scientific Industrial Center of Farming and Plant Growing, and
other scientists. Dr. Majit Jamalbekov, Director of the Research
Station, briefed Dr. Rajaram on history of the station, which was
established in 1911, and highlighted the work related to
improvement of cereals and food and forage legumes. Breeders
demonstrated newly released varieties and promising lines.
Later, Dr. Rajaram took part in a workshop on winter wheat
improvement and production in South Kazakhstan held in the
town of Sary-Agach and addressed the participants.

THE THIRD NATIONAL COORDINATION MEETING ON WHEAT

T

he Third National Coordination Meeting on Strengthening
of Wheat Research Program in Uzbekistan was held on 27
August, 2005. In total, 62 scientists from 15 different
organizations and Research institutes attended the meeting. Dr.
A. Khanazarov, Deputy Minister and Director General, UzSPCA
opened the meeting. Dr. Raj Paroda, Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA welcomed the delegates and emphasized the need for
a well coordinated efforts for wheat improvement. Dr. S.
Rajaram, Director, MP2, made a presentation on current status
of winter and facultative wheat improvement in the world. Dr. A.
Amanov, Advisor on Agriculture in President's Office, in his
presentation mentioned that during 2005 a record yield of wheat
was harvested, exceeding 6 million tons. He suggested that the
breeders should concentrate on breeding for quality
improvement using germplasm from international centers in
order to increase area under local wheat varieties. Dr. S.
Babaev, GTZ/CIMMYT representative, reported on results of
project implementation for the last three years. Dr. Tony Roger,
Economist, GTZ/CIMMYT made a presentation on economical
situation of farmers in Uzbekistan. Prof. L. Gafurova reported on
educational activities and on students' participation in research
programs. Dr. B. Djumakhanov provided information on wheat
nurseries organized in different areas of Uzbekistan. He also
informed the participants about new materials received from
International centers and planted in quarantine nursery for
further dissemination among research institutes. Mr. S.
Tesebaev, breeder from Andijan Research Institute told about
4
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new promising lines being prepared for future release. Dr. T.
Urinbaev, Director of Galla-Aral branch of Andijan Institute of
Cereals and Legumes for Irrigated Conditions, informed about
weather conditions in the branch area. Breeders from Galla-Aral
branch work mainly for Syrdarya, Djizzak and Samarkand
regions which are affected by drought and where about 60% of
irrigated land is saline. Therefore, drought tolerant and salinity
resistant varieties are needed. Of 39 wheat varieties released in
Uzbekistan, only 19 were bred locally, whereas the remaining 20
varieties, which currently occupy 80% of total irrigated area,
have been introduced from Krasnodar, Russia.

Participants of the meeting

Research Highlights
NATIONAL SEED SEMINAR ORGANIZED IN UZBEKISTAN

A

National Seed Seminar on Wheat and Legume Seed
Production was held from 27-28 September, 2005 in
Tashkent under the FAO-TCP Project, in which ICARDACAC Regional Office is providing technical backstopping. Dr.
Amir Amanov, Advisor on Agriculture in President's Office, and
Dr. Victor Shevtsov, FAO expert, co-chaired the opening
session.
The seminar was inaugurated by Dr. Tashboltaev, First
Deputy General Director, Uzbek Scientific Production Center for
Agriculture. He emphasized the importance of good quality seed
for achieving higher productivity and desired to have effective
linkages with International Centers so as to strengthen seed
production and processing capabilities in Uzbekistan.
Dr. Raj Paroda presented a special lecture highlighting the
important role played by both ICARDA and CIMMYT towards
seed development activities including germplasm supply, testing
and release of new varieties and their seed multiplication. He
briefed the participants regarding joint activities on seed
production in Uzbekistan. According to him, these are:
Annually, about 1,500 accessions of wheat and 170
accessions of legumes from various nurseries are made
available in the region. During the last eight years, 12,860
accessions of cereals and 2,400 of legumes in total were
provided to Uzbekistan. As a result, wheat variety Dostlik was
released, and presently eight varieties of winter wheat and two
varieties of triticale are with State Varietal Testing Committee.
Two new wheat varieties are likely to be released soon.
PGR activities are the building blocks for future progress.
Accordingly, ICARDA-CAC has facilitated renovation of Uzbek
Genebank at Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry which
houses around 12,000 accessions, including those of wheat.
ICARDA-CAC have also helped in collecting cereal and
legume germplasm and trained the scientists for PGR
documentation and conservation activities.
A regional trial is being established for the first time using
different promising varieties from each country in the CAC
region.
A total of 500 F2 populations are being made available by
ICARDA this year for the selection purposes in the region.
Emphasis is given to produce good quality seeds of improved
HYV, both under ICARDA and CIMMYT-GTZ programs. Best
example is of Dostlik variety, for which 4 ton seeds was
imported in 2001 and this year we have around 7 ton seed
available for planting. This new variety had covered around 10
th ha area during the last crop season.
CIMMYT is training farmers and private sector for seed
production under GTZ project.
FAO-TCP is the first step to strengthen and review the seed

system and train specialists in seed related activities. Now
another regional TCP is being planned for seed harmonization.
Also the facilities at Galla-Aral and Andijan Research Istitute
are being developed for seed testing both under the ADB and
FAO projects.

Participants of the seminar
Dr. Amir Amanov reported on the status of wheat production
in the country. He informed that this year a record harvest of 6
million tons of wheat has been achieved with an average yield of
4.6 t/ha (which was only around 2.2 t/ha a decade earlier)
covering 1.2 million ha of irrigated area. Some regions even
achieved the yield level of 6-7 t/ha, which means there is still
scope for improvement. Dr. Amanov stressed the necessity to
improve seed production standards. He also informed the
participants on the successes achieved in the recent past such
as: grain import dropped to zero level from 3.7 million tons in
1990s; the country had achieved grain sufficiency in 2003; and it
started exporting wheat in 2004. Presently, 37 wheat varieties
are grown in the country. Around 15-20% increase in crop yield is
mainly due to seed quality improvement. Dr. Amanov stressed
the need for trained experts in seed technology for Uzbekistan.
He also mentioned that regional branches have now been
authorized to undertake seed production to meet local needs. He
also stated that the credit for implementation of the FAO-TCP
project in Uzbekistan should go to ICARDA and in particular to
Dr. Raj Paroda, Regional Coordinator, for his initiative and
guidance.

Research Highlights
GERMPLASM ENHANCEMENT
WHEAT
NEW NURSERY IN KYRGYZSTAN

A

nursery of high yielding facultative winter wheat for
irrigated conditions comprising 150 lines was planted in
Kyrgyzstan. According to Dr. Mira Djunusova, wheat
breeder, it was difficult to discard some lines, because all of them
were very good. Results showed that this nursery had many
promising lines of wheat.
Recently, ICARDA provided 200 gm seed of each of 137
lines of this nursery to Krasniy Vodopad Breeding Station
(Kazakhstan), Galla-Aral RI, Andijan RI and Tashkent Agrarian
University (Uzbekistan) for evaluation.

Dr. Djunusova and her assistant evaluating wheat trials
CAC NEWS July-September, 2005
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Research Highlights

BARLEY
PROMISING VARIETY FOR KAZAKHSTAN

LEGUMES
NEW VARIETIES SELECTED IN TURKMENISTAN

o

n 5 September, 2005, the breeders of the Turkmen
Research Institute of Grain submitted three new varieties
of legume crops, selected from the ICARDA international
nurseries, to SVTC. These are: chickpea variety 'Ahal', selected
from promising lines FLIP 98-131C, as well as lentil variety
'Rukhnama’, selected from line ILL 6037, and lathyrus variety
'Hassyly', selected from line IFLS 225 Sel 554. All these have
performed exceedingly well during the last three years.

New promising barley variety “Atameken” (left)

K

rasniy Vodopad Breeding Station in Southern Kazakhstan
is responsible for improvement of barley, occupying large
areas in this region. Dr. A.Ortaev, winter barley breeder,
has recently submitted a new variety 'Atameken', selected from
Entry111 (IBCB-WT-99 nursery) to SVTC for testing and release
in South Kazakhstan. This variety has demonstrated good
resistance to diseases, pests and logging. It is also cold tolerant
and has large seed size. During the five years, 'Atameken'
outyielded the local check by 17%.

Scientists of Turkmen Research Institute of Grain observing legume trials

VEGETABLES
TRIALS OF VEGETABLE CROPS

E

arlier this year, ecological trials of six vegetable crops,
provided by AVRDC, have been launched in Azerbaijan
and Uzbekistan. Each country has received 6 F crosses
and 4 accessions of celery cabbage (Paitsai), 10 accessions of
cucumber; 9 lines of tomato; 8 lines of vegetable soybean; and 4
lines of asparagus. Also, 1 line of mungbean was provided for
Uzbekistan.
The trials are being conducted by the Research Institute of
Genetic Resources in Azerbaijan and Research Institute of Plant
Industry in Uzbekistan. Most of these crops, namely vegetable
soybean, vegetable asparagus and celery cabbage, are new to
this region and could play an important role for vegetable crop
diversification. Therefore, scientists have to identify promising
breeding material possessing valuable traits for vegetable
growing.
As a result of the trials, two lines of early maturing
vegetable soybean with high seed quality were identified both in
Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan. Beans of these lines reach the milk
ripeness stage as early as 65-70 days after sprouting, and can be
used for cooking. There are good opportunities for introduction of
vegetable soybean in both the countries, especially as a double
crop after harvesting winter wheat. Being a good source of protein
for human diet, vegetable soybean also enriches the soil with
nitrogen.
In addition, three early-maturing accessions of celery

GROUNDNUT

cabbage were selected in Uzbekistan as well as in Azerbaijan.
This crop, which is rich in vitamins and mineral salts, can be
harvested 30-33 day after sprouting.
Trials are still underway for other crops being presently at
the vegetation stage.
(Source: Dr. Ravza Mavlyanova, AVRDC-Tashkent)

UzRIPI scientists evaluating vegetable soybean

UZRIPI SELECT TWO NEW VARIETIES

I

n the Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry, ten early
maturity groundnut varieties have been selected from the
material, which were received from ICRISAT. Their vegetation
period was ranging between 135-145 days. Among these, ICGV91123, ICGV-86590, and ICGV-86158 varieties have shown early
maturity by almost 20 days compared to the standard variety
“Kibray-4”. These varieties will be used for crossing with local
6
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varieties for improving earliness.
As a result of cooperation with ICRISAT, two new groundnut
varieties have been identified by the State Variety Testing
Commission as promising ones for cultivation in Uzbekistan. At
present, seed production of these varieties is being carried out at
the institute.

Research Highlights

CONSERVATION AND EVALUATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
NEW GCDT PROJECT LAUNCHED TO SUPPORT THE GENEBANKS

A

new project on “Improving the Facilities of Genebanks in
the CAC region” funded by the Global Crop Diversity Trust
(GCDT), has started from 1 July, 2005. The Project will be
managed through ICARDA by the Program Facilitation Unit
(PFU), under the leadership of Dr. Raj Paroda. Prof. Murat
Karabayev, earlier with CIMMYT, Almaty, has recently joined this
project for its implementation.

The Project with an outlay of about US $ 71,000 will provide
support for the most urgent needs of genebanks in the seven
countries of the CAC region: Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan in order to
store effectively the germplasm of crops covered under Annex I
of the FAO International Treaty on Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture(ITGRFA).

CONSERVATION OF GENETIC RESOURCES OF SEA-BUCKTHORN

Sea-buckthorn growing in Zarafshan River Valley

H

uman demand for natural plant resources is increasing
year by year. Inefficient use of plant genetic resources
results in their degradation, making their conservation for
the benefit of humankind a crucial task.
Sea-buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides L.) belongs to
Elaegnaceae family. It is of special interest among the wild plants
of Uzbekistan. It is a valuable fruit and medicinal plant which is
also important for forestation. It has a strong capacity to produce
root suckers, which makes it an efficient tool to fight soil erosion,
rehabilitating degraded lands. Sea-buckthorn is also used for
forestation of steppes and strengthening of river banks. Due to
all that, sea-buckthorn is used for many purposes nowadays and
is considered to be a plant of the future.
At present, the valley of the Zarafshan River is the largest
sea-buckthorn habitat in Uzbekistan. According to 1986 year

data, the area of sea-buckthorn bushes at Zarafshan natural
reserve is 64 ha. The diverse environment of the Zarafshan River
valley also creates favorable conditions for development of great
genetic diversity of this plant.
During 2004-2005, IPGRI provided support to Mr. Farkhad
Babajanov, Post-graduate Student of Samarkand State
University, who conducted a research aimed at study,
characterization and comprehensive in-situ and on-farm
conservation of sea-buckthorn at Zarafshan natural reserve. Mr.
Babajanov was supervised by Dr. F. Kabulova, Assistant
Professor of Plant Physiology and Microbiology Department of
the University. Under the study, seven plots were surveyed, a
distribution map of Zarafshan sea-buckthorn population was
developed, and 17 accessions of female plants with
economically valuable traits were selected. Three male plants
with the blooming period coinciding with that of the female plants
were selected to ensure good pollination. Morphological and
phenotype characterization of the selected accessions was
conducted; sea-buckthorn rehabilitation processes were studied
in both natural and laboratory conditions. Biochemical analysis
of sea-buckthorn fruits has revealed unique properties of this
population. In the course of the survey, Mr. Babajanov observed
the unsustainable use of sea-buckthorn resources by the local
people during the harvesting season. To prevent this, he
developed a set of recommendations on sea-buckthorn
conservation. Selected sea-buckthorn accessions were
conserved in the field collection at Zarafshan natural reserve.
Results of the research were presented at the International
Conferences held in 2004-2005 and cited in the thesis entitled
“Distribution, characterization and ex-situ and in-situ
conservation of wild sea-buckthorn population (Hippophae
rhamnoides L.) in Uzbekistan”, which was successfully
defended and rated “excellent” in August, 2005.
(Source: Ms. Muhabbat Turdieva, IPGRI-Tashkent)

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
FARMER’S FIELD DAY ON IMPROVED IRRIGATION TECHNOLOGIES

A

Farmer's Field Day was organized by ICARDA-CAC
Regional Program under ADB funded Project at Akbulak
Farm in Pakhtakor District, Djizak Province, Uzbekistan
on 23 August, 2005. Dr. Raj Paroda, Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA, Mr. S. Sobirov, First Deputy District Governor and Dr.
Rakhimdjan Ikramov, Project Coordinator in Uzbekistan opened
the event. Dr. Hearth Manthrithilake, IWMI Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA scientists Ms. Oksana Tsay, Mr. Anvar Nasritdinov and
Ms. Madina Musaeva also participated. In total, 50 scientists and
farmers from Uzbekistan participated in the event.
The Farmer's Field Day objective was to demonstrate the
improved mulching technologies on ten farmers fields around
Djizak Branch of Cotton Growing Research Institute. During the
Field Day, Isobobo and Khodjakobud farms were visited to
evaluate the efficiency of the technologies. The technology of
(Continued on page 8)

Participants of the field day
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furrow mulching with plastic film has been adopted on ten
farmer's fields: Isobobo, Chavandoz, Khodjakobud, Uyas, Soli,
Bekmurod, Zhahongir U.N., Uzbekistan Guzali, Zarmitan and
Talaffus. The technology demonstrated was furrow mulching
with plastic film and alternate irrigation with furrow length of 6080 m and discharge outlets after every 1 m. Specialists and
farmers were shown the equipment for mechanized plastic film
laying designed by the specialists of Djizak Branch of CGRI with
support provided by ICARDA.
Two experiments conducted under the supervision of Dr. G.
Bezborodov were also visited. The first experiment consisted of
ten treatments: different rates of mineral fertilizers, bio-fertilizers,
and organic fertilizer both with and without mulching. It is being
conducted in collaboration with the Soil Laboratory of the
Research Institute of Microbiology. The second experiment
consisted of five treatments including mulching with different
area covered with plastic and different time for plastic removal. In
all, using the two technologies including alternate furrow
irrigation and mulching with plastic film, allowed saving of
irrigation water by about 40%. Such an approach, especially on
the salinity-prone land, allows lowering of ground water table and
reducing evaporation, thus decreasing accumulation of salts in
the top soil. After visiting the trials and farm fields, discussion was

Dr. Manthrithilake with farmers
organized which ended with recommendation to introduce
improved irrigation and mulching technology on 15 ha total area
and place discharge outlets at every 0.75 m, combining two
irrigation technologies: furrow mulching by plastic film and
portable irrigation chutes. Dr. Raj Paroda congratulated the
designers, scientists and the farmers for their excellent efforts
regarding adoption of improved technologies.

TRAVELING WORKSHOP TO NORTHERN KAZAKHSTAN AND WESTERN SIBERIA

Participants of the traveling workshop at Shnider’s farm

A

s per workplan of the ADB on-farm project on improved
rural livelihoods through efficient water and soil fertility
management in Central Asia, a Traveling Workshop on
Zero Tillage, Crop Diversification in No-fallow Crop Rotations in
Northern Kazakhstan-Western Siberia was organized from 25-30
July jointly by ICARDA, CIMMYT, SPC of Grain Farming
(SPCGF), Shortandy, Kazakhstan and Siberian Research
Institute of Agriculture (SRIA), Omsk, Russia. Within Kazakhstan,
the group included nine international scientists, ten scientists from
Central Asia (CA) and three Kazakh farmers, whereas the group
to Russia included six international scientists, five scientists from
CA and six farmers. The meeting in Shortandy was attended by
130 participants and the meetings in Omsk and North Kazakhstan
station was attended by 50 participants.
The conference in Shortandy was opened by Dr. B.
Alimgazinova, Deputy Director, Department of Research, Ministry
of Agriculture, Kazakhstan. The participants were also welcomed
by Dr. C. Piggin, Director, Crop Diversification Mega-Project 4,
ICARDA, and Dr. A. Morgounov, Regional Coordinator, CIMMYTCAC. Presentations were made on conservation agriculture in
various parts of the world by Dr. Z. Kaskarbayev, Director, SPCGF,
Kazakhstan, Drs. C. Piggin, M. Suleimenov, and M. Pala
(ICARDA), Dr. A. Morgounov and P. Wall (CIMMYT), Dr. R.
8
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Smiley, University of Oregon, Dr. H. Woodard, University of South
Dakota, Dr. J. Morrison, University of Tennessee, and by Mr. G.
Derksen, CNH, Canada. In the field, demonstrations included:
tillage, crop diversification, crop rotations, and cultural practices.
There was no visible difference in crop performance as affected by
minimum tillage and zero tillage treatments. In crop diversification
and crop rotation trials, food legumes including chickpea, dry pea
and lentils looked promising and also carry over effect of food
legumes on subsequent wheat production was evident. Crop
diversification included corn, dry pea, chickpea, flax, sunflower,
buckwheat at the Stepno-Ishimskaya Station. Trials were
conducted under supervision of CIMMYT and Washington State
University (ICAR program).
Visit to Omsk started with a Conference at the SRIA.
Presentations were made by Dr. I. Khamtsov, Director of SRIA, Dr.
D. Vermel, Russian Institute of Farm Economics, by Drs. C.
Piggin, M. Pala, H. Woodard, M. Suleimenov and Mr. G. Derksen.
The SRIA is well recognized in Siberia and Northern Kazakhstan
as a Germplasm Enhancement Center. CIMMYT has included this
center in a KASIB network. Very good trials on improvement of
wheat as well as forage with mixture of small grains, food legumes
and oilseeds were demonstrated. Tillage trials included various
combinations with chemical application.
In 120 km southwest of Omsk towards Kazakhstan, Mr. Vadim
Shnider, former tractor and truck driver, has established from
scratch a very successful grain business including 100,000 ha of
cropland. Main feature of Shnider's technologies is no fallow
cropping including continuous small grains until recently. In the last
three years, he has started growing row crops (sunflower, maize)
quite successfully and increased sunflower area from 600 ha to
9,000 ha. After having successfully doubled the area under hybrid
maize for grain, he plans to increase it up to 9,000 ha next year.
Also there is a plan to increase area under canola being a new
promising crop in this region. Minimum tillage is the main practice
applied on the whole farm area, with zero tillage on some fields.
Mr. Shnider has enough heavy tractors and John Deer combines
to accomplish all field works in time. Good facilities are also in
place to dry, store, process and transport grain. Chemical
fertilizers and pesticides are applied in all crops according to
specific requirements. With zero area under fallow, Mr. Shnider
obtains stable grain yields every year in contempt of common
belief that with no fallow will be no high yields.

Research Highlights
WORKSHOP IN SOUTH KAZAKHSTAN

A

workshop on “Progressive cultivation and irrigation
technologies” was organized in Jambul Province,
Kazakhstan on 27 September, 2005 under the ADB funded
project on “Improving rural livelihoods through efficient on-farm
water and soil fertility management in Central Asia”. Its objective
was to conduct on-farm demonstration of raised-bed planting and
improved furrow irrigation technologies. In all, 234 participants,
including senior officials at the Province level, farmers and
scientists participated in this event. Ms. Oksana Tsay represented
ICARDA.
The workshop was officially inaugurated at the Main
Administration building of Bayzakh District. Dr. A. Nuraliev, Akim
(Governor) of Bayzakh District welcomed the participants and
emphasized the importance of resolving problems relating to onfarm water management and crop production. Dr. S. Ibatullin,
Director, Kazakh Research Institute of Water Management briefed
about advanced crop production technologies developed by the
scientists of his Institute. Presentations were also made by Dr. A.

Dr. Kalashnikov demonstrating advanced irrigation technologies

Workshop participants examining new planter
Kalashnikov, Head, Laboratory of Irrigation Technologies and Mr.
E. Kulkeev, Researcher, Jambul Research Station.
The official part was followed by a field trip to the
demonstration site at Dostik-99 site, where the participants were
demonstrated raised-bed planting and advanced irrigation
technologies (cascade irrigation with adjustable water discharge
to the furrows; use of non-dischargeable siphons, boards and
hoses; use of plastic film for furrow end wall building, etc.) for
wheat production. The scientists also explained about the
equipment for boring wells to observe ground water dynamics and
well erection.
The workshop participants expressed their interest in all the
technologies demonstrated, especially in those of raised-bed
planting and improved furrow irrigation. They emphasized the
need for more trainings and demonstrations to be organized to
ensure wider adoption of these efficient technologies.
The workshop was widely covered by local newspapers and
TV-channel.

STRENGTHENING OF NARS
ARMENIA DECIDES TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL GENEBANK

A

rmenia has recently decided to establish a National
Genebank at the Agrobiotechnology Scientific Center
following the examples of Georgia, Azerbaijan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Government of
Kazakhstan also decided to establish a long term Genebank
facility in Almaty. In Turkmenistan, the new Genebank building
was inaugurated by Dr. Adel El-Beltagy and Mr. Atamuradov,
Minister of Agriculture, at the time of ICARDA Regional
Coordination Meeting held in Ashgabad during 1-4 March, 2005.
In a letter addressed to Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, Mr. Lokyan, Minister
of Agriculture of Armenia, wrote:

”Dear Dr. El-Beltagy,
Taking into consideration the importance of establishing of a
genetic resources bank in the Republic of Armenia, we
recommend establishing it at the Agrobiotechnology Scientific
Centre of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Armenia.
With kind regards,
D. Lokyan,
Minister of Agriculture of Armenia”
Dr. Beltagy in his reply has assured Hon'ble Minister of all
possible support by ICARDA as well as PFU for establishing the
new Genebank in Armenia.

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
VISIT TO ANDIJAN AND FERGANA

D

r. Raj Paroda, Head, Program Facilitation Unit and
Regional Coordinator of ICARDA in CAC, Dr.
Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister, Ministry of
Agriculture and Water Resources, DG of USPCA and Dr. Zakir
Khalikulov, PFU-CGIAR visited Andijan and Fergana regions of
Uzbekistan from 15-18 August.
In Andijan, they visited the Andijan Research Institute of
Grain and Legumes Crops under Irrigation (ARIGLI) and met Dr.
Rovshan Siddikov, Director, to discuss the issue of renovation of
Genebank as well as strengthening of on-going activities. The

President of Uzbekistan has approved renovation of seed
storage facility costing US $ 100,000, and ICARDA has been
requested to provide technical backstopping.
In Fergana, they met with Prof. Sherali Nurmatov, Khakim
(Governor) of Fergana Province, who was earlier DG of UzSPCA
and Focal point for CGIAR Program for CAC. Dr. Paroda on
behalf of CG Centers congratulated Dr. Nurmatov and presented
on behalf of Dr. Adel El-Beltagy the plaque of honor for decade of
partnership in Uzbekistan.
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Meetings/Workshops/Conferences
DR. PARODA VISITS THE CAUCASUS

D

r. Raj Paroda, Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC,
accompanied by Dr. Zakir Khalikulov and Ms. Ilona
Kononenko, visited three Caucasian countries (Armenia,
Georgia and Azerbaijan) to assess the progress made under the
Collaborative Program for CAC from 11-21 July, 2005.
In Armenia, he met with H.E. Mr. Vardan Ayvazyan, Minister
of Nature Protection, Armenia, who is also the GEF Focal Point.
He briefed the Minister about the activities carried out under
various on-going programs in Armenia and discussed the project
proposal entitled “Breaking the poverty-land degradation cycle
for mountain communities in the Southern Caucasus”. He
emphasized that the strategy under the proposed project will be
to test new technologies and new options for sustainable
agriculture in the mountainous regions of Armenia and Georgia.
Mr. Ayvazyan expressed his interest in the project and
underlined the need for complimentarity with other on-going
programs addressing the issues of mountain agriculture.
ICARDA Focal Point in Armenia Dr. Avetisyan, Deputy Minister
of Agriculture, who also attended the meeting, suggested that

Meeting the Minister of Nature Protection Mr. Ayvazyan (third from left)
the revised project document should include the issues of crop
diversification, conservation tillage, improved irrigation
technologies, germplasm improvement, range management as
well as feed and livestock production and conservation of
mountainous landscape.
Dr. Paroda also met with H.E. Mr. D. Lokyan, Minister of
Agriculture, Armenia. He informed the Hon'ble Minister about the
overall progress achieved under the Collaborative Program
since their last meeting in September, 2003. H.E. Mr. D. Lokyan
also reconfirmed the importance of Mountain Agriculture project
for Armenia, and desired same to be focused on crop
diversification and development of new varieties of potato,
maize, forage crops, and barley.
In Georgia, Dr. Paroda met H.E. Mr. Michael Svimonishvili,
Minister of Agriculture, Georgia. He briefed him about the
activities undertaken by ICARDA in collaboration with Georgian
NARS and highlighted the most significant achievements in the
areas of germplasm improvement, genetic resource
conservation, natural resource management and capacity
building. The Minister was appreciative of the existing
collaboration and desired more support for seed production
technologies. Dr. Paroda suggested to the Minister that ICARDA
has considerable strength in seed technology and could provide
needed backstopping as well as help in capacity building.

Meeting the Minister of Agriculture of Armenia Mr. Lokyan

Human Resource Development
TRAINING ON SEED PRODUCTION

A
10

Control and Certification Center, Tashkent. Dr. Amir Amanov,
Advisor on Agriculture in President's Office, Dr. Raj Paroda,
Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC and Dr. Victor Shevtsov,
FAO expert, welcomed the participants and emphasized that
quality aspect in seed production was of vital importance for
Uzbekistan. Eighteen officials from different organizations
actively participated in this training course. The emphasis of the
course was laid on seed evaluation and processing, quality
control, field inspection, seed standards and laws. The
participants represented regional branches of State Seed
Quality Control and Certification Center, State Variety Testing
Committee, State station of preliminary seed farming and seed
production of agricultural crops and research institutions of
Uzbekistan. Dr. Zewdie Bishaw and Mr. Abdul Aziz Niane, seed
specialists from ICARDA Headquarters, Victor Shevtsov, FAO
Team Leader, Aziz Nurbekov, Project officer, ICARDA and
Abdulaziz Abdusattorov, National Legal consultant, delivered
Participants of the training course
lectures and imparted practical training on relevant subjects. At
training course on “Integrated Quality Management in the end of this course, the participants were given the certificates
Seed production” was held from 29 September to 4 on behalf of Government of Uzbekistan which acted as a host for
October, 2005 at the premises of State Seed Quality this event, FAO and ICARDA.
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Human Resource Development-Miscellaneous
TRAINING ON POTATO SEED PRODUCTION

R

ecently, nine participants from CAC countries took part in
the first Training Course on Potato Seed Production,
organized by CIP from 19-23 September, 2005 in
Tashkent. The training course was aimed at future National
Potato Seed Production coordinators. Topics presented were:
conventional potato seed production techniques, alternative
seed production techniques (True Potato Seed), seed inspection
and certification, major potato diseases and pests in the region,
aphid monitoring in order to study population distribution and
build up, management of potato seed production program,
potato seed production in India: examples to study and
implement in CAC, seed plot technique and negative selection.
(Source: Dr. Carlo Carli, CIP-Tashkent)
Potato yield obtained in Tajikistan using TPS technology

TRAINING OF YOUNG SCIENTISTS AT IRRI

M

r. Shukhrat Haidarov, scientist, Uzbek Rice Research
Institute and Mr. Yerjan Jantikov, scientist, Priaral
Research Institute of Agriculture and Ecology,
Kazakhstan went on 5 September, 2005 to the International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI), Los Banos, Manila, Philippines for a 6
month training on rice breeding. They will attend training courses
as well as hand-on training on different areas of modern

production technologies.
This is not the first training of the scientists from CAC Region
at IRRI. In 2004, two scientists from Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan
also attended 6 month training Program and were greatly
benefited. IRRI is an active partner of the CGIAR Consortium for
CAC.

MS. MELYAN VISITS UZBEK GENEBANK

M

s. Gayane Melyan, Genebank Manager at the
Armenian Scientific Center of Biotechnology, Armenia
visited Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry
(UzRIPI) from 17-24 September 2005 for her orientation
towards Genebank management and to learn about last
updated version of ICARDA-CAC database for Plant Genetic
Resources. She was helped by Mr. Shersod Rejamenov,
Documentation Specialist, and the Uzbek Research Institute of
Plant Industry. He provided her all information relating to
development and use of the updated version of ICARDA-CAC
database. She also had an opportunity to see all relevant
activities undertaken at the UzRIPI and attend a one-day potato
seed production workshop organized by CIP.
Gayane found her visit very useful for her future work as a
Genebank Manager, for which Ministry of Agriculture is
providing needed support, including renovation of the building
under advise of Dr. Raj Paroda.

Ms. Melyan being trained at UzRIPI

Miscellaneous News
IPM-CRSP PROJECT APPROVED

I

PM-CRSP Project has recently been approved for
implementation by Michigan State University (MSU) in
collaboration with University of California, Davis, ICARDA and
a number of governmental and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs).
Based on the identified needs at the IPM stakeholders` forum
and during visits to various institutions in May 2005, the regional
project will encompass the following components:
i) Conduct collaborative research focusing on landscape
ecology and biodiversity to enhance biodiversity and biological
control options;
ii) Conduct research to enhance efficiency and the product
line of bio-laboratories in Central Asia;
iii) Develop extension/outreach programs and foster
networking for technology transfer and information exchange
among stakeholders;

iv) Build the next generation of leaders, scientists and
practitioners through institutionalization of ecologically-based
IPM education in local universities and networking activities.
The activities of this regional project will be linked to the strategic
objectives and programs of the USAID country missions, global
themes of the IPM CRSP, and other international initiatives in
IPM (FAO, The World Bank, USDA-FAS, STCU, etc) to leverage
additional resources.
The expert team will be meeting in Tashkent from 20-22
November, 2005 to finalize project implementation details.
ICARDA Regional office and PFU would host the regional
experts of this project and provide logistic support for its
implementation. The project leader from MSU is Prof. Karim
Maredia, whereas Dr. Mustaffa Bohssini is the head
entomologist associated with this project from ICARDA.
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New Staff Members

Future Events

NEW TEAM JOINS IWMI

AGM-2005

Mr. Alexander Platonov recently joined IWMI-Central Asia
Regional Office as a GIS/RS consultant of ADB Project on
Bright Spots. His experience with the international projects
started since 1996 and includes WARMAP (TACIS, EU, 19952000), ISEAM (TACIS, EU, 2000-2001), and CIRMAN-ARAL
(Inco-Copernicus, 2001-2004).
Ms. Iqbol Yusupova also joined IWMI as Project
Assistant/Translator for ADB Project on Bright Spots in April,
2005. She received her MBA from the University of Leuven
(Belgium). Her main duties in the project are to provide day-today support to the Project Manager for achieving the
scheduled outputs.
Mr. Jusipbek Kazbekov is a graduate from the Tashkent
Institute of Irrigation and Melioration (TIIM). He joined IWMI in
June, 2005 as a consultant. He is not new to IWMI. From 2001
to 2005, he was a consultant in the Water Resources in
Agriculture Comprehensive Assessment Program.
Mr. Oyture Anarbekov is a graduate from Tashkent State
University of Economics. He also received an MBA Graduate
from Cyprus International Institute of Management. He has
joined IWMI as a Research Officer/Economist-Social
Scientist.
PFU-CGIAR and ICARDA-CAC family would like to
welcome them and to wish them every success.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries of
Morocco will host the fifth CGIAR Annual General Meeting from
5-9 December, 2005 in Marrakesh, Morocco. Registration forms
and o nline registration services are available at
http://www.cgiar.org/meetings/agm05/index.html.

ACAD. MURAT KARABAEV JOINS PFU
Acad. Murat Karabaev, a well-known
biotechnologist from Kazakhstan, who was
earlier with CIMMYT in Almaty, has joined
Tashkent office with ICARDA as Project
Officer for the new GCDT project with an
outlay of US $ 71,000. We would like to
welcome him and wish him every success in
this new assignment.

OKSANA TSAY JOINS ADB PROJECT
Mrs. Oksana Tsay has recently joined
ICARDA team as Research Fellow in ADB
funded project on water and soil fertility
management. She holds a degree of
Hydrologic Engineer from Tashkent
Polytechnic Institute and has an extensive
experience of working for a number of
international projects. She was actively
involved in the first phase of the ADB
project and contributed to its successful
implementation in Uzbekistan. PFU-CGIAR and ICARDA-CAC
family welcome Oksana and wish her all the success.

TRAINING ON EXTENSION METHODOLOGY
Under the ADB Soil and Water Project, a training course on
Agriculture Extension Methodology for the Transfer of
Technology will be held in Tashkent from November 21-25, 2005.
The subject of this training course is relevant to the research
priorities of ADB Project and highly important for the adoption of
new technologies in Central Asia and the Caucasus. Around 30
trainees (officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, scientists and
the progressive farmers) from Central Asian countries and
Azerbaijan will attend this course for about one week. More
information can be obtained from the PFU-CGIAR office in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

ENGLISH TRAINING COURSE
As an effort towards human resource development, a threemonth intensive English training course will start from 1
December, 2005 - 1 March, 2006 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. It will
be organized under the aegis of the CGIAR Collaborative
Research Program for Sustainable Agricultural Development in
Central Asia and the Caucasus. It is expected that around 25
young researchers from all CAC countries will participate in this
important course. It will be the seventh such course conducted
so far under this program, which has already trained about 400
scientists from the region.

ADST-2006 CONFERENCE
ASDT2006 International Conference on “Desalination
Technologies and Water Use” to be organised by Alexandria
University Desalination Studies and Technology Center from
May 18-21, 2006 in Sharm-El-Sheikh, Egypt. For more details
please check http://www.alex.edu.eg/adst

IFPRI-ISNAR MEETING IN FEBRUARY
IFPRI-ISNAR Central Asia Workshop is planned for 12-13
February, 2006. For more details, please check
http://www.ifpri.org/ or contact Dr. Suresh Babu by emailinghim
at s.babu@cgiar.org.

Publications
In June, 2005, PFU-CGIAR Office had facilitated translation of
Groundnut Seed Production Manual into Russian and published
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The Manual was originally published in
English by ICRISAT in 2004.
The brochure entitled Ties that Bind: ICARDA in Central Asia and
the Caucasus (A Decade of Achievements) originally brought out
in April, 2005 to mark the anniversary of cooperation with the
NARS of the region, has been translated into Russian by
ICARDA-CAC Office and published for wide circulation.
ICARDA Flyer has been updated and published by ICARDACAC Office, Tashkent in October, 2005.

