Research Highlights

POTATO
OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED

D

uring first three months of 2005, an assessment was
made with regard to the status of the potato germplasm
distributed in the past by CIP to different countries of the
region. The distribution started with the supply of in-vitro potato
clones to Armenia in 1999. In 2003, in-vitro advanced virusresistant clones developed by NARS programs in the Southern
Cone of LAC (Argentina and Chile), and resistant to major potato
viruses, were distributed to the countries of Central Asia and the
Caucasus. 1
For the first time, 9 CIP-derived TPS (True Potato Seed) families
were made available in the region and tested during spring,
2004 some countries (Georgia, Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan). In
Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan, TPS tests
will be undertaken during spring 2005. Below is a brief overview
of the progress achieved so far:

TPS trials being established in Uzbekistan
TPS
From preliminary observations, it is concluded that knowledge
on the use of TPS has to be improved, because many scientists
still consider them as breeding materials rather than alternative
planting materials as opposed to conventional seed tubers.
An intensive training is planned in the near future so as to
enhance knowledge on the aspects relating to preparation of
nurseries and follow up of planting materials to be used either as
rooted seedlings or seedling tubers.
In-vitro advanced clones
Uzbekistan. An agreement has been made with the
Biotechnology Laboratory of the Agrarian University for the next
multiplication of the in-vitro materials and production of minitubers that will be utilized in a nation-wide program of
multilocational tests. With regard to this an aphid-proof
screenhouse will be erected soon in the premises of the
University.
Tajikistan. Eight clones were set to produce micro tubers under
tissue culture facilities belonging to the Research Institute of
Biotechnology of the Tajik Agrarian University. Next spring, the
micro tubers will be planted under greenhouse facilities in the
highlands at 2000 m.
Turkmenistan. Unfortunately, the materials supplied to the
Agricultural Research Institute could not stand shipping
conditions and, as a consequence, they would need to be
replaced.

Kyrgyzstan. Only three clones supplied to the Vegetable
Department of the Research Institute of Agriculture could
survive after shipping. However, their characteristics did not
comply with the dual cropping system existing in the plains, due
to their long dormancy behavior. Efforts will, however, be made
to test them under the conditions of regions like Issyk-Kul,
Naryn or the southern part of Osh.
Armenia. Out of twenty clones supplied in 1999, seven are
considered as potentially suitable for Armenian conditions.
Among them, the most interesting ones are:
PRIMICIA-INTA gave the highest yield (38.7 t/ha) with
16.5 tubers/plant, on an average. Plants were healthy,
showing resistance to late blight and frost. The average
plant height was about 110 cm. Tubers are round with
shallow eyes, and brown skin. The results of the tests
were good in all the experimental sites.
The cultivar PAMPEANA-INTA gave, on an average yield
equivalent to 31.5 t/ha with 14.5 tubers/plant. Tubers are
bright brown, round, with shallow eyes. Plants were
healthy. Results of the tests were good in all the
experimental sites.
The cultivar UNICA yielded about 28.0 t/ha with an
average of 7.0 tubers/plant. Tubers are red with shallow
eyes. Good results were achieved only in two sites: Lori
and Tavush.

(Source: Dr. Carlo Carli, CIP-CAC)

GROUNDNUT
NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN UZBEKISTAN

I

n most countries of Central Asia, cotton and wheat are
dominating crops. In Uzbekistan, for example, more than 1
million ha is occupied by winter wheat, whereas cotton is
grown on more than 1.5 million ha. In this context, opportunities
for crop diversification are being studied, with main emphasis on
double cropping after harvesting of wheat. Groundnut has been
found to be very promising double crop in the cereal based
cropping systems. Besides improving soil fertility due to its
nitrogen fixing ability, growing of groundnut can also enhance
nutritional security because of its high oil and protein content and
richness in vitamins and minerals. In addition, groundnut
provides excellent fodder for livestock. The interest in growing
groundnut by the farming community in Uzbekistan is now
increasing as it brings additional cash income to the family.
There is good scope to increase area under groundnut in
Uzbekistan.
(Continued on page 7)
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Performance of groundnut in Uzbekistan

Research Highlights
The varieties released in the past, "Kibray-4" and “Tashkent 112”,
do not completely meet the requirements of the farmers and are
not suitable for intensive cultivation technology. Being late in
maturity (150-160 days), their average yield is around 1.5-2.2
t/ha with an oil content of about 46-50%. In this connection, early
maturing varieties are urgently needed for the Republic,
particularly in cereal based cropping system.
To promote early maturing, high-yielding varieties in
Uzbekistan, the Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry
(UzRIPI) has been collaborating with ICRISAT since 1999. So
far, more than 100 accessions of groundnut germplasm and
improved breeding lines from ICRISAT have been evaluated.

Based on five-year testing, 10 accessions for early maturity, 3
accessions for high productivity, 15 accessions for high oil
content and 10 accessions for high shelling outturn have been
identified. Two varieties, “Mumtoz” and “Salomat”, were
submitted to SVTC in 2002 and their release is expected soon.
These two varieties are likely to catalyze groundnut cultivation
in the country. However, to sustain farmers' interest in
groundnut crop, new varieties with specialized traits would be
required not only for local consumption but also for export
potential. ICRISAT is helping to develop local capacity and skills
in groundnut breeding methodologies.

(Source: Dr. Shyam Nigam, ICRISAT)

INITIATIVES ON SEED PRODUCTION

P

roduction of quality seed of high-yielding varieties is
critical for faster dissemination of improved varieties.
Hence, special emphasis has been laid on the seed
development activities in the region. On-farm trials and
demonstration plots turned out to be the most important activity
for increased agricultural production. Both scientists and
farmers do realize the need for speeding up the process of seed
production of new varieties.
Due to limited area at research stations allocated for
seed multiplication, breeders are unable to undertake
multiplication activities before the variety is officially released.
Therefore, it was decided to provide seeds of new promising
varieties to the collaborating farmers, so that seed multiplication
could be taken up simultaneously.
In this context, 200 kg seed of promising barley line

Entry-239, selected from ICARDA nursery IWBPYT-02 in
Gallaaral, was planted in Siyroq Farm in Guzar district of
Kashkadarya Province, where barley is widely grown. As this
line is now being prepared for submission to SVTC, its planting
on farmers' fields is important for timely seed multiplication and
farmers' evaluation on its barley performance. This approach
will also help exploring the possibility for farmer’s participatory
breeding in Central Asia. With the same purpose, about 25 kg of
new chickpea variety Jahongir was planted also in
Kashkadarya Province.
This initiative has been recently taken up on a regional
scale. Uzbek varieties of chickpea (Jahongir) and lentil (Altyn
dan) were planted for evaluation on farmers' fields in Southern
Kazakhstan, where agro-climatic conditions are similar to those
of Uzbekistan.

AVRDC LAUNCHES ITS ACTIVITIES IN CAC

A

s we informed in our previous issue, AVRDC- The World
Vegetable Center has started its activities in the CAC
region. The ecological varietals trials of vegetable crops
were initiated at the Azerbaijan Institute of Plant Genetic
Resources and the Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry.
AVRDC supplied seeds of 10 cucumber and 8 tomato lines,
which are resistant to diseases. In addition, some nontraditional crops have been included into research program:
vegetable soybean-8 lines, Chinese cabbage-10 lines and
aspargus-4 lines. Also research activities on 10 mungbean lines
will be carried out in Uzbekistan.

An International Workshop on “Improved income and
nutrition in Central Asia and the Caucasus through enhanced
market- and trade-oriented vegetable systems research and
development” will be conducted on 25-27 April, 2005 in
Tashkent. The purpose of the workshop is to provide the
participants with an opportunity to identify the main issues and
constraints in improving vegetable systems in the CAC region,
to develop collaborative action plans and to formalize
partnership to meet the needs of vegetable research and
development.

(Source: Dr. Ravza Mavlyanova, AVRDC-CAC)

CONSERVATION AND EVALUATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
PROGRESS ON PGR ACTIVITIES IN KAZAKHSTAN
In Kazakhstan, issues such as collection, conservation and
sustainable use of plant genetic resources are of considerable
importance. In this context, the President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan issued a Decree on the construction of the National
Center for Plant and Animal Genetic Resources of to be initiated
in 2006-2007. During 2004-2005, efforts have been made to
develop plans for the proposed Center. At the request of the
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), specialists on PGR from IPGRI and
ICARDA have been provided technical backstopping being
members of the Organizing Committee. Also, ICARDA supported
the visit of two national experts to see PGR activities at the
ICARDA Headquarters in Aleppo, Syria.
In August, 2004, the MoA, in collaboration with CIMMYT,
GTZ and ICARDA, organized an important scientific forum to
develop strategies on the key aspects in agricultural research.
Drs. Z. Khalikulov, PFU-CGIAR for CAC and A. Morgounov,
CIMMYT-CAC suggested to develop both Medium-term and
Long-term strategies, including required software for
establishing PGR database and have effective germplasm

exchange.
In December, 2004, special sessions were organized to
discuss the workplan for 2005, and it was decided to provide all
research institutes with necessary software for establishing
PGR databases. So far, more than 64 thousand accessions of
various crops have been documented. Also around 10
thousand accessions have been added to the gene pool. In
addition, more than 5 thousand donors and sources of
economically valuable traits have been identified. About 19
thousand accessions of various crops have also been entered
into the computer database. Last year, using the existing gene
pool, 58 varieties and hybrids of agricultural, horticultural and
forest species were submitted to SVTC in Kazakhstan.
Presently, the national gene pool is composed of cereal crops
(44%), fodder crops (26%), oilseed crops (8%), potato (7%),
vegetables and melons as well as horticultural crops (6%
each), groats (2%) and 1% of other crops, including maize,
cotton, sugar beet etc.

(Source: Dr. Bayan Alimgazinova, Kazakhstan)
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NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
KAHRIZ SYSTEM MADE FUNCTIONAL IN TURKMENISTAN

I

ndigenous water supply technologies can be good alternatives
for high cost advanced technologies. Efficiency of indigenous
technologies and of those that are advanced, requiring high
investment, in many cases is comparable. Ancient kahriz system,
still existing in Turkmenistan, is one of them. At the beginning of
twentieth century, more than 200 kahriz systems were maintained
with the total discharge of 2260 l/s in foothill areas of Kopetdag
mountain range. However, since 1978, there have only been 38
operational kahriz systems in Baharden, Geoktepan, Ruhabad and
Kazakhin districts.

Dr. Eziz Khankuliev explaining the kahriz system
One kahriz system can provide water for irrigation of at least
15-20 ha of land. This fact indicates that kahriz systems can be
used as important additional source of irrigation water, especially
taking into account water shortage in Turkmenistan. In this context,
in 2004, a participatory action research with farmers on
rehabilitation and maintenance of indigenous kahriz system was
initiated under the second phase of the ADB funded project “Onfarm water and soil fertility management”.
In May, 2004, a team of scientists and students of the
Turkmen Agricultural University headed by Dr. Georgiy Kurdovezov,
selected four kahriz systems with different status of performance. All
the four kahriz systems are located in Baharden district. One of
them with discharge of 60-70 l/s has been used by local people for
drinking and irrigation needs, whereas other three systems were
not functioning properly. In 2004, it was decided to start
rehabilitation of the Hovdan kahriz system with low water yield of
about 4-5 l/s. This system consists of 19 vertical wells, horizontal
gallery of 787 m long, an open channel of 300 m long and the
reservoir. The open channel is designed to deliver water from the
point where the gallery appears on the surface to the small
reservoir, located in the tail part of the system for water harvesting.
Water from kahriz system is accumulated in the reservoir in winter
and used for irrigation in summer by two farmers on a total area of 5
ha. The farmers grow winter wheat, vegetables and melons.

After having assessed the status of the Hovdan kahriz
system, it was established that it required cleaning and
rehabilitation of the vertical wells and horizontal galleries. The
estimations indicated that yield of the kahriz can be increased to
36 l/s, if major repairs are carried out, whereas with low cost
measures, it can reach about 10 l/s. Scientists and students
designed the rehabilitation project and the activities started in
September, 2004 with active involvement of the farming families.
This has enabled farmers using the water from the kahriz for
irrigation of winter wheat, and the yield of the Hovdan kahriz has
increased by almost five times (22 l/s). Presently, the rehabilitation
activities are being continued.
Farmers have also shown willingness to invest in
restoration of the kahriz systems and maintain them in future,
especially if the ownership of the kahriz systems is granted to
them. Establishing water users associations would also promote
better maintenance and operation of kahriz systems, involving the
farmers in the process of decision taking with regard to sharing of
water and expenses among members of the local community.
On 28 February, 2005, the Hovdan site was visited by the
participants of the ICARDA Regional Coordination Meeting,
including Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, Director General, ICARDA, Dr.
Magdy Madkour, Director, International Cooperation, ICARDA, Dr.
Raj Paroda, Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC, Dr.
Tumurdavaa Bayarsaihan, Senior Agriculture Specialist, ADB and
Mr. Gurban Atagarryev, Deputy Minister of Agriculture,
Turkmenistan. Dr. Kurdovezov, Principal Investigator and Dr. Eziz
Khankuliev, National Coordinator of the ADB project in
Turkmenistan explained the principles of kahriz operation and
demonstrated the encouraging results of the activities conducted
during the first year of the project.

(Source: Dr. Eziz Khankuliev, Turkmenistan)

Visit to Hovdan kahriz site (from right to left: Prof. El-Beltagy,
Mr. Atagarryev, Dr. Paroda, Mr. Bayram-ata (farmer),
Dr. Bayarsaihan and Dr. Madkour)

IWRM PROJECT IN FERGANA VALLEY

T

he Annual planning workshop was held during March 9-11
in Fergana City of Uzbekistan to discuss the progress of
Phase II and the draft project document for Phase III. Over
one hundred participants, representing water management
organizations, policy makers, representatives of the newly
created canal organizations and water users associations, donor
representatives, as well as representatives of development
projects discussed the overall progress achieved during the
project and considered the draft project document for Phase III.
8
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The Project Steering Committee (PSC) met on 11 March and
approved the progress report, as well as the project document
for the next phase. The old PSC was dissolved and a new PSC
for phase III was approved, which will meet during the first half
of 2005. The Association between IWMI and Scientific
Information Center (SIC) in collaboration with the local water
management organizations will implement the third phase of
the project, which will be launched in May, 2005.

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences Organized

STRENGTHENING OF NARS
COLLABORATION BEING STRENGTHENED WITH TIIM

A

meeting with the scientists of Tashkent Institute of Irrigation
and Melioration (TIIM) and ICARDA-CAC was held at the
TIIM on 21 February, 2005. Dr. T. Khudoiberdyev, Rector of
the TIIM welcomed the guests from ICARDA-CAC regional office
and highlighted the importance of strengthening on-going
collaboration with IARCs, particularly with ICARDA. Dr. Raj
Paroda expressed his hope that the partnership between the TIIM
and CGIAR Centers will be further strengthened and assured of
his full support to the Rector.
Drs. M. Suleimenov and A. Karimov briefed about ICARDA
research findings in the areas of crop diversification and soil and
water management, respectively. Scientists of the TIIM
highlighted several important issues that could be addressed
jointly in future. Dr. L. Shurova presented the advantages of
introduction of alfalfa in wheat-cotton rotations and proposed to
study this problem in detail. Dr. M. Khamidov, Dean of Irrigation
Faculty presented a proposal on testing micro-furrow irrigation in
cotton and wheat. Dr. A. Pulatov shared the findings under his
studies on conservation agriculture carried out in Khorezm
Province. In all, eight different proposals relating to soil fertility
management, conservation agriculture and on-farm water
management were discussed and agreed for future collaboration.

Both Dr. Khudoiberdyev and Paroda agreed to strengthen
research partnership in future.

Dr. Raj Paroda meets Dr. T. Khudoiberdyev

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences Organized
PROF. EL-BELTAGY DELIVERS LECTURE IN TURKMENISTAN

O

n 3 March, 2005, Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, Director General,
ICARDA delivered a lecture on “Challenges and
Opportunities for Natural Resource Management in the Dry
Areas” in the main conference hall of the Turkmen Agricultural
University named after S. Niyazov. In all, about 800 people,
including faculty members and students of the University,
representatives of the MoA and agricultural scientists attended the
lecture. Prof. Dr. El-Beltagy emphasized the need for responding to
the challenge of poverty alleviation and improved livelihoods with
collective research agenda, for which strong partnership is urgently
required. He stressed that the knowledge generated from
agricultural research could provide the basis for the development of
technologies and improved policies that would not only help in
increasing production but also in generating increased income. He
was happy that Turkmenistan has become a key partner in existing
alliance to achieve this goal. Finally, Prof. El-Beltagy thanked the
faculty members and students, especially Prof. E. Orazgeldyev,
Rector of the University for their hospitality and wished them all the
success. The lecture was very well received by the audience. Prof.
El-Beltagy was also honoured with a Turkmen national gown and a
fur hat as well as an English edition of Rukhnama (a book written by
H.E. the President of Turkmenistan).

Prof. El-Beltagy being presented a Turkmen traditional gown by
Prof. Orazgeldyev, Rector of the University

STUDY TOUR TO AUSTRALIA

VISIT OF ICARDA SENIOR SCIENTISTS

D

rom 7-9 March, 2005, Dr. Theib Oweis, Director,
Megaproject 1, ICARDA and Dr. Manzoor Qadir, Marginal
Water Specialist, ICARDA visited on-station and on-farm
sites in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, where activities under the ADB
Project on Water and Soil Fertility Management are being carried
out. They discussed the problems and prospects of the on-going
work with the collaborating national scientists as well as with Dr.
Raj Paroda, Project Manager and colleagues from ICARDA-CAC.
It was agreed that the information and data generated from
different experiments of the project need to be consistently shared
with concerned scientists from ICARDA headquarters. Also, the
possibility of organizing a regional conference on achieved major
results under the project sometime in late 2006 was discussed.

uring February, 2005, IWMI, in collaboration with Irrigation
and Drainage Committee of Australia, facilitated an elevenday study tour of water policy makers and water managers
from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to the Murray-Darling
Basin in Australia. The delegation visited several irrigated areas,
water management facilities, farms, Murray-Darling Basin
commission and research institutes to learn about Australian
experience of implementing Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM) along the river basins principles.
The study tour was viewed by the participants as “very
much valuable” as they could see IWRM in action. The participants
also had an opportunity to visit IWMI's office in Bangkok, Thailand
while on their way to Australia.

F

(Source: Dr. Theib Oweis, ICARDA, Aleppo, Syria)
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Human Resource Development
PARTICIPATION IN THE US CONFERENCE

D

r. Mekhlis Suleimenov, Consultant, ICARDA-CAC was
invited to participate at the 8th Annual Northwest Direct
Seed Cropping Systems Conference held from 13-14
January in Spokane, Washington, USA. He presented one of the
two papers of invited international scientists from Brazil and
Kazakhstan. The papers of scientists from USA and Canada were
devoted to Emerging issues, Cropping Systems in three climatic
zones of the Northwest and Equipment and Farming Systems
Technology. The Conference was attended by 400 participants
including about 200 farmers. After the Conference, Dr. M.
Suleimenov gave two seminars at the Washington State
University and at the Columbia Basin Agricultural Research
Station, Pendleton, Oregon.
The presentations by Dr. Suleimenov generated
considerable interest among the audience, as they were keen to
learn about the old management system in agriculture, which

existed in the Soviet
Union as well as about
the challenges and
opportunities in the
present agricultural
sector in Central Asia,
especially in Kazakhstan.
An American newspaper
Capital Press-Agriculture
Weekly, Idaho News (21
January, 2005) and
journal Wheat Life (22
February, 2005) covered
the interesting
presentations of Dr. M.
Suleimenov.

Dr. Suleimenov making presentation

FAO SENIOR OFFICER VISITS UZBEKISTAN

Dr. Martinez’s meeting with PFU-CGIAR and ICARDA-CAC staff

D

r. Arturo Martinez, Chief, Seed and Plant Genetic
Resources Service, FAO visited Uzbekistan from 15 -19
January, 2004. The purpose of his visit was to oversee

the progress made by the FAO-TCP project on “Sustainable
agriculture practices in the drought-affected region of
Karakalpakstan”, and also to meet the scientists and officials,
involved in the implementation of another FAO-TCP project on
Seed Production in Uzbekistan.
Dr. A. Martinez met with Dr. Raj Paroda, Head, PFUCGIAR as well as with other research staff of PFU-CGIAR,
ICARDA, IPGRI, CIP and AVRDC. Dr. Paroda briefed Dr.
Martinez regarding the activities undertaken under the CGIAR
Collaborative Program for Sustainable Agricultural
Development in CAC. Dr. Martinez was impressed with the
results achieved under the Program in a short span of six years
and assured of his support to the CAC region.
He also had a meeting with Prof. Amir Amanov, Senior
Consultant of the President's Office, Prof. Abduvokhid Djuraev,
First Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Water Management
(MAWM) of Uzbekistan, Dr. Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy
Minister, MAWM and Director General, the Uzbek Scientific
Production Center for Agriculture (UzSPCA). Dr. A. Martinez
also visited the Gene Banks at the Uzbek Research Institute of
Plant Industry and at the Genetics Institute in Tashkent.

Human Resource Development
ENGLISH TRAINING COURSE CONCLUDED IN TASHKENT

A

three-month English training course has recently been
concluded in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Organized under the
aegis of the CGIAR Collaborative Research Program for
Sustainable Agricultural Development in CAC, the course was
attended by 19 participants, including representatives from
Uzbekistan (10), Kazakhstan (4), Kyrgyzstan (1), Tajikistan (2),
Azerbaijan (1), and Georgia (1). All of them are young scientists
involved in various Program activities in the region.
The closing function of the course was held on 25
February, 2005. Dr. Abdushukur Khanazarov, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Water Management and Director General, the
Uzbek Scientific Production Center for Agriculture (UzSPCA)
and Dr. Raj Paroda, Head, CGIAR-PFU, and Regional
Coordinator, ICARDA distributed the certificates. Dr.
Khanazarov appreciated the efforts of the CGIAR Program for
organizing such an important training activity and congratulated
the participants on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture and
Water Management of Uzbekistan.
The trainees were highly appreciative of the excellent
10
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Participants of the English training course
opportunity provided to them and thanked PFU-CGIAR for
CAC, especially Drs. Raj Paroda and Zakir Khalikulov for their
personal care and attention.

Human Resource Development-Miscellaneous
TRAINING ON DOCUMENTATION ORGANIZED

F

rom 1-6 March, 2005, PFU-CGIAR for CAC organized a
special training on the last updated version of ICARDACAC database for Plant Genetic Resources. Conducted
in Tashkent, the training was attended by the members of PGR
Units from three countries of the region, who earlier participated
in the English training course. These were: Ms. Shahlo
Safarzoda, the Tajik Research Institute of Farming, Mr. Birjan
Usubaliev, the Kyrgyz Research Institute of Agriculture and Ms.
Tinatin Jijiashvili, Mtskheta Breeding Station, Georgia.
Participants were trained by Mr. Faizulla Abdullaev,
Documentation Specialist, the Uzbek Research Institute of
Plant Industry (UzRIPI). He provided them all necessary
information relating to development and use of the updated
version of ICARDA-CAC database and also explained about
the activities undertaken at the renovated Uzbek Gene bank,
housed at UzRIPI. All the participants found the training very
useful for their future work, since in all the three countries,

PGR scienitsts visitng the Uzbek Gene Bank
medium-term storage facilities and national Gene Banks have
been established under the program.

KAZAKH SOCIO-ECONOMIST VISITS ICARDA

Mr. Sayat Shortan visiting ICARDA office in Tashkent

D

uring the period 9-28 March, 2005 Mr. Sayat Shortan,
socio-economist, the Scientific-Production Center of
Grain Farming (SPCGF), Shortandy, Kazakhstan visited
ICARDA Headquarters in Aleppo, Syria. The purpose of his visit
was to work with Dr. Aden Aw-Hassan, Senior Socio-economist

on implementation of the Wilfried Thalwitz scholarship project
“Socioeconomic aspects of crop diversification in Northern
Kazakhstan”. During his stay in Aleppo, Mr. Shortan mainly
focused on the development of his research plan in order to
identify an appropriate approach and methodology and also to
design project activities. In addition, some work on Canadian
experience in crop diversification, WTO regulations in
agricultural trade and government policies in crop
diversification was done. Upon the completion of his visit, Mr.
Shortan, in collaboration with Dr. Aw-Hassan, has developed a
detailed research plan to be undertaken under this scholarship.
Later, Mr. Shortan also visited the ICARDA office in CAC
in order to discuss the progress achieved with his technical
supervisor Dr. Mekhlis Suleimenov, Consultant, ICARDA-CAC
and with his colleagues in socio-economic component of the
ADB project “On-farm water and soil fertility management”.
These discussions provided clear picture on project plans and
activities relating to crop diversification and conservation
tillage. Also, it was agreed to develop a common approach to
socio-economic and policy analysis with regard to these two
issues. The project activities will be implemented in Northern
Kazakhstan in collaboration with the scientists of the SCPGF
named after A. I. Barayev.

(Source: Mr. Sayat Shortan, Kazakhstan)

Miscellaneous News
PRESIDENT OF INDIA HONORS DR. BORALUG

I

n a well attended glittering function, Hon'ble President of
India Dr. A.P.L. Abdul Kalam presented the First Dr. M.S.
Swaminathan Award for Leadership in Agriculture to the
Noble Peace Laureate Dr. Norman E. Borlaug on 15 March,
2005 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, India. This Award has been
instituted to honor eminent scientists, who have demonstrated
great leadership qualities in agriculture and have made impact
towards food security and poverty alleviation. The Award is
named after the world known agricultural scientist and father of
the Green Revolution in India Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, and will be
given biannually by the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural
Sciences (TAAS), which is chaired by Dr. Raj Paroda, Head,
PFU-CGIAR and Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC. The
Trust was established in 2002 to link science with society for
overall agricultural development.

Dr. Raj Paroda welcoming the Hon’ble President of India
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New Appointments
VISIT OF HEAD OF CBSU, ICARDA

NEW CGIAR FOCAL POINT IN TAJIKISTAN

D

Prof. Tolib Nabiev has recently taken
over as new President of the Tajik
Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(TAAS). He was also elected as Fellow
of this Academy. The PFU-CGIAR for
CAC congratulates Acad. Nabiev on his
new appointment and wishes him all the
success in his future endeavors.
The PFU also appreciated the
excellent support and cooperation that
the outgoing President of TAAS, Acad. Bobo Sanginov
provided to the CGIAR-CAC Program and its activities in
Tajikistan.

r. Zaid Abdul-Hadi, Head, Computer and Biometric
Services Unit (CBSU), ICARDA visited Uzbekistan from
7-10 March, 2005. The purpose of his visit was to
examine the existing communication and networking system at
the ICARDA-PFU-CGIAR-Office for CAC and to advise
regarding its improvement and modernization. He met with Dr.
Raj Paroda, Head, PFU-CGIAR and Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA as well as with the staff of ICARDA, IPGRI, IWMI, CIP
and AVRDC. He also met with a number of Internet providers in
Uzbekistan.
It was decided that Dr. Zaid will study commercial
proposals from the Internet service providers and select the
most suitable one to work with the CAC regional office. Dr. Zaid
also gave valuable recommendations and suggestions with
regard to operation and maintenance of the communication and
networking system as well as the use of software products at the
Tashkent office.

CGIAR AND THE GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT
AGENDA

O

n March 21, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
presented a special report “In Larger Freedom: towards
development, security and human rights for all” -- to the
UN General Assembly, as a curtain raiser to the September
Millennium Review Summit at the UN. Although the September
meeting was initially intended to review how far the international
community had progressed towards achieving the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), Mr. Annan's report covered a
broad range of international interests. (The report may be
accessed at http://www.un.org/largerfreedom/.) The report's
main chapter headings are a clear indication of its substance
and implications: Freedom from Want (development and the
Millennium Development Goals), Freedom from Fear (terrorism
and international security), Freedom to live in dignity (human
rights), and Strengthening the United Nations (modernizing the
UN System). Of special significance to the CGIAR is the chapter
on “Freedom from Want” which, in essence, is the “MDGs
chapter.”
In setting out the challenges that the international
community must confront if the goals are to be met by 2015, Mr.
Annan has outlined themes that are especially relevant to the
work of the CGIAR. These include (in alphabetical order):
Agricultural research;
Biodiversity;
Climate Change;
Desertification;
Equitable trading systems;
Increasing food output and income;
Natural resource management;
Rural development; and
Science and technology for development.
It was in the context of his assertion that science and
technology can help drive economic development and enable
developing countries forge solutions to their own problems that
the Secretary General directly urged the international
community to provide additional support to the CGIAR for
research on tropical agriculture. Such additional support, he
pointed out, deserves international priority.
This is an important and unprecedented
acknowledgement of the significance of CGIAR-supported
research. Clearly, “elevating the game,” an aim of the Reform
Program, has been achieved. This imposes an obligation on the
CGIAR System to define and implement action plans that will
help “to make the right to development a reality for everyone and
to free the entire human race from want.”
(Source: www.cgiar.org/membersnews/mem_march2005.)

NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL OF IRRI
Dr. Robert Zeigler, an internationally
respected plant pathologist has been
named as the next Director General of
IRRI, and will take up duties on April 1. He
succeeds Dr. Ronald Cantrell. Both are
American nationals. Dr. Zeigler worked at
IRRI from 1992 to 1998 as a plant
pathologist, when he led the Rainfed
Lowland Rice Research Program (199296) and the Irrigated Rice Research
Program (1996-98). Dr. Zeigler earned his
Ph.D. in plant pathology from Cornell University. He has worked
as a Peace Corps volunteer, teaching science in Democratic
Republic of Congo in Africa ( Zaire); in Burundi, as a technical
adviser for its maize program; and at CIAT. After his previous stint
at IRRI, he was professor and head of the Department of Plant
Pathology and director of the Plant Biotechnology Center at
Kansas State University, before serving briefly as director of the
Generation Challenge Program.
Staff of PFU-CGIAR for CAC congratulate Dr. Robert Zeigler
on this challenging appointment and wish him all the success.

Future Events
EIGHTH CGIAR-CAC PROGRAM SCM
The eighth CGIAR-CAC Program Steering Committee meeting
will be held from 2-3 March, 2005 at ICARDA Headquarters,
Aleppo, Syria, right after the Presentation Day. During the
meeting, the 10th year Anniversary of ICARDA Regional
Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus will be celebrated.

INTERNATIONAL WHEAT CONFERENCE
The seventh International Wheat Conference will take place in
Mar de Plata, Argentina, from 27 November-2 December,
2005. It will be dedicated to “Wheat Production in Stressed
Environments”. The Conference Website Address is
http://www.7iwc.com.ar.

SYMPOSIUM ON SWEET POTATO
The 2nd International Symposium on Sweet Potato and
CASSAVA on “Innovative Technologies for Commercialization”
to be held from 14-17 June 2005 in Kuala-Lumpur, Malaysia. It
will be organized jointly by Malaysian Agricultural Research
and Development Institute (MARDI) and the International
Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS). For further details on
t h e p r o g r a m m e y o u m a y v i s i t :
http://www.mardi.my/sweetpotato/swtpot%20main.htm.

