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DR. FRANCISCO REIFSCHNEIDER VISITS
CGIAR PROGRAM FOR CAC

D

r. Francisco Reifschneider, Director, CGIAR along
with Mr. Salah Brahimi paid a brief visit to Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan from 9-13 July, 2004 and saw various
activities undertaken by the nine CG Centers as CGIAR
Consortium partners for Eco-regional Program for
Sustainable Agriculture Development in Central Asia and the
Caucasus. Beside meeting the scientists and senior NARS
leaders, Dr. Reifschneider had meetings with Mr. Masharif
Yusoupov, Advisor on Agriculture to the President and Mr.
Ikramkhon Najmetdinov, Minister of Agriculture and Water
Management in Uzbekistan and Mr. Kozidovlat Koimdodov,
Deputy Prime Minister and Mr. Voris Madaminov, Minister of
Agriculture in Tajikistan. All these leaders were highly
appreciative of the on-going activities in the region and
expressed their keen desire to have increased support in the
areas of genetic resource management, varietal
improvement, natural resource management, feed and
livestock management, policy research and capacity building
with major emphasis being laid on training of young
scientists.
(Continued on page 2)

Meeting with H.E. Mr. K. Koimdodov (third from left)

CGIAR Program Making a Difference
in Central Asia:
Reflection on a Visit
Dear colleagues!
The CGIAR has long made
a priority of working across
the developing world,
forging enduring
partnerships that deliver the
benefits of modern science
to poor farmers. In July, I
had the pleasure of visiting
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan,
and witnessing first-hand
the array of research-fordevelopment activities
being spearheaded by the
I C A R D A - l e d C G I A R Dr. Francisco Reifschneider
Consortium for Central Asia and the Caucasus (CAC),
with the strong support of its national partners.
A prime example is the successful effort in
revitalizing the Uzbek Research Institute of Plant
Industry's genebank. Here, ICARDA and IPGRI joined
hands with Uzbekistan's Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Management in refurbishing the facility. With support
from U.S. Department of Agriculture, basic infrastructure
such as seed humidifiers and generators was installed. It
was heartening to see that the gene bank is now
functional, providing a vital service of conserving plant
genetic resources in Uzbekistan and the region. Based
on this successful renovation project, work is underway to
upgrade three more germplasm storage facilities in
Uzbekistan. The Tajik Research Institute of Farming has
also launched an effort to refurbish its gene banks.
A major highlight of the trip was the opportunity to
talk to farmers, discuss constraints they face, and see
how these constraints hinder farm productivity, curtail
incomes, and reduce market opportunities. At the
Boykozon farm, we discussed how new technologies can
help farmers meet the twin objectives of increasing
productivity and conserving biodiversity. As land reforms
are being implemented across the region and small farm
units are emerging, the crop diversification strategies
advocated by ICARDA, in partnership with the national
programs, are proving to be successful. Farmers are
beginning to see the value of planting crops such as
chickpea, coriander, cowpea, lentil, mustard, sorghum,
and soybean as an alternative to wheat.
I also
appreciated the opportunity to brief Mr. Masharif
Yusoupov, Agriculture Advisor to the President, and Mr.
Ikramkhon Najmetdinov, Minister of Agriculture and
Water Management, Uzbekistan on latest developments
in the CGIAR alliance.
The interaction with
academicians, scientists, and leaders of national
programs at Tashkent University was stimulating.
(Continued on page 2)

Important Events
MESSAGE FROM DR. FRANCISCO REIFSCHNEIDER
Nearly 90 percent of Tajikistan's land area can be classified as
mountainous terrain, so it was only natural to focus on issues
relating to mountain agriculture during my trip.
The
agroecological environment poses severe challenges to
agricultural activities, and it was instructive to visit farms in
Dushanbe and Khojent provinces. During discussions, it
became clear that mobilizing science within a public goods
framework was essential for promoting sustainable agriculture
and conserving the fragile natural resource base. I had a fruitful
round of substantive discussions with Mr. Kozidovlat
Koimdodov, Deputy Prime Minister and Mr. Voris Madaminov,
Minister of Agriculture, Tajikistan. It is encouraging to see the
strong support and recognition the CAC program enjoys at the
highest levels of government. Tajikistan is keen to increase
cooperation in the areas of genetic resources management,
varietal improvement, natural resource management, feed and
livestock, policy research and training, topics that are within the
CGIAR's domain of research-for-development activities.

Subsequent to my visit, I was delighted to welcome Mr.
Koimdodov to Washington, where he took the opportunity to
meet Joachim von Braun, Director General, and his colleagues
at IFPRI.
Forging enduring and productive science-fordevelopment partnerships is the raison d'être of the CGIAR.
The CGIAR Consortium for CAC is a leading success story
involving partnership among the eight countries of the region,
nine CGIAR Centers (ICARDA, CIMMYT, CIP, ICRISAT, IFPRI,
ILRI, IPGRI, IRRI and IWMI), and the CGIAR. My visit to
Central Asia reaffirmed the importance of our research
partnerships, and the catalytic role being played by Raj Paroda,
Head of the Project Facilitation Unit, in forging alliances geared
toward the needs of poor farming communities throughout the
Central Asia and Caucasus region.
Francisco Reifscneider
Director, CGIAR

During his visit to the experimental sites, Dr. Reifschneider
especially interacted with the farmers both in Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan and discussed with them the possibilities of faster
adoption of new technologies for increased productivity,

profitability and rational use of natural resources.
Dr. Reifschneider also delivered lectures to the select
audiences of academicians, Directors of institutes, senior
scientists and the post-graduate students numbering around
200 in Tajikistan, and to about 60 senior agricultural scientists in
Uzbekistan. His lecture entitled “The CGIAR Alliance:
Mobilizing Science for and with Poor Farmers” was well
received and generated considerable interest among the
audience. Dr. Reifschneider highlighted that CGIAR Program
for CAC was one of the good examples for demonstrating the
impact of partnership in ARD between NARS and CG Centers.
He was pleased to see that this partnership is building and a
Regional Forum, namely Central Asian and Caucasian
Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (CACAARI),
has already been established. He was quite impressed to see
that the national systems (NARS) in both the countries have
been catalyzed to strengthen their genetic resource
conservation activities, including renovation as well as
establishment of Gene Banks with medium-term storage
facilities. Also efforts for in-situ conservation of valuable genetic
resources of vegetables and agricultural crops are likely to be of
great value, mentioned Dr. Reifschneider. He also expressed
his happiness that AVRDC and ICBA have expressed their
desire to join the Consortium and wished that CAC program
would serve as a model for inter-institutional partnership.

Visit to Kushman-ota site, Uzbekistan to see the activities
on water management during the Farmers’ Field Day

Visit to the renovated Gene Bank at the Uzbek Research Institute
of Plant Industry

Dr. F. Reifschneider and H.E. Mr. I. Najmitdinov jointly released
“CGIAR Consortium bulletin in Uzbekistan”
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Important Events
ADB-ICARDA REGIONAL WORKSHOP HELD IN TASHKENT
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Research Highlights

Research Highlights
WHEAT
NEW VARIETIES FOR TURKMENISTAN

A

s was informed in our previous issue, a new high yielding
wheat variety Bitarap has recently been released in
Turkmenistan. This indeed is an excellent achievement
of the existing collaboration between Turkmen breeders and
TURKEY-CIMMYT-ICARDA program.
In addition, recently in August, 2004, one new variety of
each bread and durum wheat have been submitted to the State
Variety Testing Commission (SVTC).
Variety Nissa of bread wheat is selected from the
international nursery MBUD- 99-14 based on long-term testing.
It has shown resistance to drought, heat and diseases. It gives
higher yield over the standard check by 10-15% under the
irrigated conditions of Turkmenistan.
The other durum wheat variety Altyn Asr has been
selected from the AGRI/NACK line as high yielding mid-season
variety. Under irrigated conditions, it gives about 20-22% higher
yield over the standard check variety Skifianka. Altyn Asr is also
resistant to diseases as well as drought.

New wheat variety Nissa in Turkmenistan

BARLEY
PROMISING VARIETIES FOR UZBEKISTAN AND TURKMENISTAN

B

ased on the results of long-term experimental trials,
some promising lines of barley with good yield potential
have been identified in Uzbekistan from ICARDA
international nurseries. For irrigated conditions, these are:
Pamir-146\Pamir-064 (510 g/m2), CWB 117-5-9-5 (530 g/m2),
Alpha/dura/Pamir-010 (520 g/m2), Alpha/dura/IBB-10912.(550
g/m2), Pamir-010-Sonata-3768 (560 g/m2), Dundu/Pamir-153
(540 g/m2), Narcis/Tirchmir-38 (580 g/m2), Pamir-169/KT-2054
(550 g/m2) and CWB-117-77-9-7/ (520 g/m2). For rainfed
conditions, the promising lines are: Pamir-010/Sonata-3768
(380 g/m2), Sadik-02 (330 gr/m2), CWB-117-5-95 Plaisant (350
gr/m2), NE-89747 Pamir-065 (340 gr/m2), Xemus \Rhn-03 (380
gr/m2), Sonata\GK Omega (340 gr/m2) and Sadik-03 (340
gr/m2).
Beside high yield potential, Uzbek breeders have taken
into consideration other important traits, including early maturity

and large seed size. In this context, two lines of barley, YEA265\1306\and CAR\RM1508\COSS\5\, have been found
promising due to their early maturity (7-9 days earlier than the
local check), whereas PAMIR-147, PAMIR-010\Tirchmir,
Narcis\K-332\ and Sonata Pamir-014, from the IWBYT nursery,
have been selected based on their large seed size (thousandkernel weight (TKW) being 48.0 g as against 38-40 g of the local
check). These four lines are early by 6-9 days. All these lines
have been included in breeding program and crossed with the
local varieties. This year, about 120 cross combinations with
local varieties have been carried out.
In Turkmenistan a new promising barley entry named as
Sana has been selected from Sonata-118 in the ICARDA
nursery. Being a mid-season variety, suitable for irrigated
conditions, Sana is resistant to lodging and gives about 12-15%
higher yield over the local barley variety Cyclon.

LEGUMES
NEW VARIETIES IDENTIFIED IN UZBEKISTAN

T

he Andijan Research Institute of Grain and Legumes
(ARIGL), established in 1997, is one of the key partners
of the Consortium in Uzbekistan, particularly with regard
to breeding and testing of new legume varieties.
On 11 August, 2004, two new varieties of each chickpea
and lentil, Zumrad and Darmon, respectively, were submitted to
the State Varietal Testing Commission (SVTC) in Uzbekistan.
Both these varieties have been selected from ICARDA
nurseries by Dr. Mapura Mannapova, Legume Breeder, ARIGL.

Chickpea variety Zumrad has high yielding capacity and
large seed size. It also has better cold tolerance and resistance
to Ascochyta compared with other local varieties Lazzat,
Yulduz and Uzbekistanskiy-1. Variety Zumrad is quite suited for
the irrigated conditions.
Darmon is the second lentil variety selected from ICARDA
nurseries and has been submitted to SVTC in Uzbekistan.
Earlier, in 2003, variety Oltyn don was submitted to SVTC by
breeders from the Galla-Aral branch of ARIGL.

CONSERVATION AND EVALUATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
COLLECTION MISSION IN KAZAKHSTAN

A

joint collection of cereals wild relatives was conducted by
Drs. Douglas Lammer (Washington State University), M.
Yesimbekova (Scientific Production Center of Farming)
and G. Sitpayeva (Institute of Botany) under financial support by
USDA. The group traveled from Almaty to Satpaev, Karagandy,
Ust Kamenogorsk and back to Almaty covering more that 2000
km. In all, more than 10 species were collected at 30 sites. After
4
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identification and classification, the collected material will be
divided into two parts to be stored in Kazakhstan and USA. The
collection mission was a broader activity of the ICAR project
(International Cooperation for Agricultural Research) being
conducted in the region jointly by the Washington State
University and CIMMYT.

Research Highlights
GENETIC RESOURCE INSTITUTE, AZERBAIJAN

C

onsidering the importance of plant genetic resources,
the Government of Azerbaijan made a strategic
decision to rename its Institute of Genetics as Genetic
Resource Institute. Subsequently, under the World Bank
Competitive Grant Scheme (CGS), a proposal for renovation of
the Gene Bank, based on technical suggestions of PFUICARDA, was got approved with funding of US$ 50,000.
ICARDA also provided expert advice through visit of its Gene
bank specialist Mr. Bilal Humeid for the proposed modifications
relating to medium and long term storage facilities. This facility
is now nearing completion and was visited recently by the
scientists of IPGRI and ICARDA including visits of Director
Generals Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, ICARDA, Dr. Emil Frison,
IPGRI, Dr. Hubert Zandstra, CIP and also Dr. Geoff Hawtin,
Director, Global Conservation Trust, Dr. Jit Srivastava, World
Bank and Dr. Raj Paroda, Head, PFU and Regional
Coordinator, ICARDA during the Steering Committee meeting
of CGIAR Program for CAC held in Baku from 6-8 June, 2004.
Director of the Institute Dr. Zeynal Akparov explained the plans
and sought further help for making the facility quite modern and
efficient for the storage of valuable genetic resources of
Azerbaijan. Earlier, ICARDA and IPGRI have helped
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Georgia to renovate

Prof. Dr. A. El-Beltagy visiting the Genetic Resource
Institute, Azerbaijan
and establish their gene bank facilities as well as have trained
scientists in the field of gene bank management,
documentation and genetic resource evaluation.

COLLECTION MISSION IN TAJIKISTAN

I

CARDA in collaboration with the Tajik Academy of
Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) organized a collection mission
on cereal and legume crops in Khatlon Region of Tajikistan
from 15-29 July, 2004. Eight scientists from TAAS, ICARDA,
VIR (St. Petersburg), and Uzbek Research Institute of Botany

participated in the collection mission. The expedition covered
1700 km and collected 428 accessions from 64 sites. The
germplasm so collected is being kept by the host country and
also stored “in-trust” in ICARDA and VIR Gene banks, ensuring
their safely duplication.

SURVEY UNDER CAPRI PROJECT

T

he CAPRi-IPGRI project on “Strengthening community
institutions to support the conservation and use of plant
genetic resources in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan” has
implemented a research program in Samarkand and Fergana
Provinces during the months of April-August, 2003 and December,
2003-March, 2004. It included field studies concerning the impact
of tenure institutions, social networks and markets on the
maintenance and use of plant genetic diversity of horticultural
crops.
The survey was preceded with a significant effort in
collection and analysis of cadastral, ecological and socioeconomic data of the region. A training workshop was also
organized in Tashkent in order to ensure consistency in field
survey methodology.
Samarkand and Fergana Provinces were chosen as field
survey sites in view of their importance as centers of genetic
diversity for many fruit crops, nuts and grapes. Methodology for
design and implementation of household level socio-economic
surveys, adopted for use in other projects related to plant genetic
resources in different countries of Central Asia, was followed. The
districts of Bulungur and Urgur in Samarkand Province and
Rishtan and Kuva in Fergana Province were selected as key sites.
The outputs of the survey had been the following:
· Analysis of the changes in agrobiodiversity of fruits and
nuts (including subtropicals) within the past fifty years has
revealed considerable genetic erosion. The survey identified the
factors, which affect the diversity and status of the crops, such as
socio-economic factors, ecological factors and local management
attitudes.
· Market survey of dried fruits and nuts and that of fruits
and nuts saplings was carried out to identify the cultural factors
that could decrease the rate of genetic diversity erosion. A
questionnaire for sellers was developed looking at sapling
availability, popularity of different crops and scope of sales.
· Using special survey methods and selection criteria, 800

Ok-sokol “community leaders” participating in survey
households from 40 villages were surveyed. The comprehensive
questionnaire covered the issues of land-tenure system,
production technology, crop and variety diversity, market and
livelihoods. Besides, 108 group surveys were carried out in 27
villages of Samarkand and Fergana Provinces. During the survey,
several meetings with representatives of local authorities were
held at the district and regional level.
Since the end of the survey, all collected data and
information have been digitized. The outputs of the initial analysis
of the data were presented at the international conferences of
CAPRi and FAO, which were held from September 29 till October
2, 2003 and 29-30 March, 2004 in Rome. The results of the final
data analysis will be submitted in the form of some scientific
publications and recommendations for consideration of policy
makers and national and local experts.

(Source: Mr. Sergey Treshkin, IPGRI-Tashkent)
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Research Highlights

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
FARMER’S FIELD DAYS ORGANIZED

S

trengthening of farmers' capacities and large scale adoption
of improved technologies are the main objectives of the ADB
funded project on “Improving rural livelihoods through
efficient on-farm water and soil fertility management in Central Asia”,
implemented jointly by ICARDA and NARS of Central Asia and
Azerbaijan. To achieve these, and also to ensure that the project
activities meet the farmers' needs, the greater involvement of
farmers in all project works is crucial. In this context, organizing
farmer field days is a very effective way to demonstrate improved
on-farm water and soil fertility management technologies and to get
farmers' feedback for required refinement. During July-August,
2004, a number of such field days were organized in different
countries involved in the project. Below are the highlights on some of
the farmer field days organized in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

Uzbek farmer Mr. Y. Kushmanov observing cotton experiment

Governor of the Pakhtakor Distirct, Uzbekistan addressing the farmers
Kyrgyzstan: Center of Agrarian Sciences and Advisory
Services (CASAS), in collaboration with the Kyrgyz Research
Institute of Agriculture (Kyrgyz RIA), organized a farmer field day on
“Intensive use of rainfed lands” on 3 July, 2004. The field day was
conducted at Zhany-Pakhta demonstration site of the seed
production farm of Kyrgyz RIA, where activities under the ADB
project were conducted since 2000. It was attended by about 30
farmers and farm managers, representatives of local authorities,
Rural Advisory Services and scientists of various agriculture
research institutes. Prof. A. Ajibekov, Director General, and Dr. M.
Bekenov, Deputy Director General, CASAS welcomed the
participants and briefed them about the main objectives of the
project and highlighted some of the most significant achievements.
Dr. L. Martynova, Head of the Department, Kyrgyz RIA
demonstrated intensive cropping technologies in winter wheat and
spring barley rotation system with introduction of alternative crops,
such as dry pea, safflower and chickpea. Special booklets on

Participants of the Farmer’s Field Day in Kyrgyzstan
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production technologies of various crops grown in Chu valley were
distributed among the participants. Farmers felt convinced about the
new technologies and wished to adopt these on their farms.
Tajikistan: During the first phase of the ADB project,
scientists of the Tajik Research Institute of Soil Science (TRISS)
developed a number of cost-effective soil conservation technologies
for sloping land of Gissar valley, where soil erosion is a main
constraint to agricultural production. To disseminate these
technologies, farmer field days on “Terracing and mulching on
sloping areas for soil moisture conservation” were conducted from
23-25 July, 2004 at Faizabad, Fakhrabad and Obikiik research and
demonstration sites. These field days were organized jointly by
TRISS and NGO German Agro Action. In all, more than 50 farmers,
representatives of local authorities and scientists participated in
these events. Drs. S. Sanginov, Yu. Akramov, Sh. Karaev, R.
Kabilov, and Mirzaboev demonstrated to the farmers the
advantages of improved technologies according to the specifics of
agro-climatic conditions of each of the three sites. Thus, promising
strip cropping and water harvesting practices for sub-humid rainfed
conditions were demonstrated at Faizabad site, whereas effective
mulching and supplemental irrigation technologies were
demonstrated to the farmers of semi-arid rainfed zone at Fakhrabad
site. For semi-arid irrigated conditions, technologies of drip and
sprinkler irrigation were presented to the farmers at Obikiik site.
During these field days, scientists benefited from fruitful discussions
with farmers and identified potential areas for future research.
Uzbekistan: To demonstrate an effective technology of
covering furrows with polyethylene sheets, a farmer's field day was
organized on 13 August, 2004 at the ICARDA experimental site in
Pakhtakor district. Developed by the scientists of the Uzbek Cotton
Growing Research Institute (UzCGRI) under the leadership of Dr.
G. Bezborodov, this technology considerably reduces irrigation
water losses and increases water productivity. The technology was
demonstrated to more than 50 farmers of Djizzak and Syrdarya
Provinces. Mr. E. Soliev, Governor, Pakhtakor District and Dr. Raj
Paroda, Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC participated in the
field day. Mr. E. Soliev welcomed the participants, emphasizing the
importance of collaboration between farmers and scientists. Dr. Raj
Paroda briefed about ICARDAs' on-going activities in Uzbekistan.
He thanked the farmers and representatives of local authorities for
having made it convenient to participate in the field day. He also
thanked the scientists of the UzCGRI for excellent cooperation in
the area of natural resource management. Dr. G. Bezborodov and
other staff of the UzCGRI demonstrated advantages of using black
polyethylene sheets for cotton, groundnut and vegetable growing. It
was highlighted that besides reducing 30% of irrigation water, this
technology increases yield of raw cotton by almost 35%.

(Source: Drs. M. Bekenov,G. Bezborodov, S. Sanginov )

Research Highlights-Strengthening of NARS
SMID ACTIVITIES CONTINUED IN FERGANA VALLEY

S

ocial Mobilization and Institution Development (SMID)
teams' involvement and inputs were extremely crucial in
preparing and conducting two major baseline surveys,
one of 206 households living in the 3 pilot WUAs to address and
assess their rural livelihood strategies and related risks (by
Nargiza Nizamedinkhojaeva) held in April-June, 2004, and
another most recent one, held in August-September, 2004 to
follow up the results of the previous baseline survey of 180
farmer households in the same 3 WUAs after one year of SMID

interventions. The data of these surveys are being analyzed
presently. Besides, the field teams have carried out a number of
other data collection assignments required by IWMI staff with
regard to the project and on-going SMID activities, e.g. general
WUA data such as WUA membership, WUA Assembly
representation, WUA Commissions, clarified number and types
of water users by WUAs and tertiary/quaternary commands
including cropping patterns, crop yields, costs, labor
contribution events attended, household demographics etc.

FERGANA IWRM PROJECT: STUDY ON IMPACT OF LASER LEVELING

S

tudies on the impact of water and land conservation
methods on water and crop productivity are important
part of the IWRM Fergana Valley project. In 2004, IWMI
initiated a study of impact of laser leveling on irrigation, crop
development and economics of this practice. Within the area of
WUA “Zarafshan” in Tajikistan, laser leveling followed by deep
tillage (40-60 cm) was conducted in March, 2004 on five
hectares of land. The nearby field, with the same size was used
as control. Both fields were planted with the same type of cotton
and similar agro-water practices were applied during the
vegetation season. The monitoring of crop development as well
as water and input use have been conducted by the local field
technicians and specialists.
The following are preliminary conclusions:
·
At the laser leveled field, total water supply was 5,500
m3/ha, i.e. 16% lower than at the control field. Moreover, it was
the lowest among all five pilot plots located in Tajikistan. This
shows that better field leveling leads to decrease in
unproductive water losses and reduces filling time of furrows.
·
Drainage outflow from the laser leveled field was 34%
lower than that from the control field but still considerably high
(almost 20% of the total water supply). The main reason of high
runoff from both laser leveled and control fields was the
adoption of old irrigation method.
Other advantages of laser leveling are: better uniformity
of both emergence of seedlings and water distribution, less

irrigators required and two times lower irrigation water
discharge. At the same time, disadvantages of laser leveling
include soil cracking resulting in late cotton germination, high
water infiltration during the pre-sowing irrigation and soil fertility
losses in the cut areas. The monitoring of crop development as
well as water and input use is still in progress and will last until
the end of the current season (November, 2004).

(Source: Mr. Iskander Abdullaev, IWMI-Tashkent)

Observing the field after laser leveling

Strengthening of NARS
CEREAL QUALITY LAB ESTABLISHED IN TAJIKISTAN

D

uring the last years, GTZ-CIMMYT Project has been
contributing to the development of the seed production
system of Tajikistan. The study on the current status of the
seed production sector has revealed that the weakest link in the
seed production system of Tajikistan is the diagnostics and
management of diseases and pests as well as improvement of
bread-making quality of the new wheat varieties. In order to
address these issues, Dr. Bernd Pett, Plant Protection Expert,
GSR, has joined the project in November, 2002.
Monitoring of wheat fields allowed assessing of the
spreading of common diseases such as yellow rust, spot disease,
powder mildew, common bunt, etc. To be able to study the
diseases' causative agents and their ethnicity, it was necessary to
establish a phytopathological laboratory. Besides, the service for
quality analyses had been underdeveloped. Hence, an effort was
made to establish a modern laboratory for germplasm and quality
testing.
The equipment and tools for the laboratory were procured
with the financial support from GTZ. Tajikistan Agrarian University
provided the space, which was refurbished to serve as a
laboratory. The equipment was installed recently in the laboratory
and it has started functioning. The first analyses to be conducted in
this laboratory will be those on quality of seed harvested in 2004
and germplasm stock for the next year. The laboratory will provide

its services in the area of seed quality evaluation to research and
extension organizations as well as to private farms. Moreover, it
will provide postgraduate students and junior scientists with
opportunities for getting training and also using the equipment in
their research work.

Dr. A. Morgounov inaugurating cereal quality laboratory
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Strengthening of NARS-Meetings/Workshops/Conferences Organized
GENETIC RESOURCE EXPERTS VISIT ICARDA

F

rom 14-20 August, 2004, Dr. Zeynal Akperov, Director,
Genetic Resource Institute, Azerbaijan, Dr. Fotis Tanasis,
Head of the Central Quarantine Laboratory, Uzbekistan, Dr.
Munira Yessimbekova, Head of Genetic Resources Department,
Research Institute of Crop Husbandry, Kazakhstan and Mr. Kairat
Makhambetov, Director, International Institute of Evaluation,
Kazakhstan visited ICARDA Headquarter in Aleppo, Syria. During
this visit, the scientists got acquainted with the facilities and
research activities of the Genetic Resource Unit (GRU), Gene
Bank as well as quarantine and seed processing facilities at
ICARDA. They also met with ICARDA scientists to discuss about
future collaboration. All the logistic arrangements for this visit were
made by the ICARDA Regional Office in Tashkent under the
component of strengthening research collaboration between
ICARDA and the CAC region.

Delegation from CAC visiting lab facilities at ICARDA

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF UZBEK COTTON INSTITUTE

Participants at the UzCGRI Anniversary celebrations

A

n International Scientific Conference on “Problems of
development of cotton growing and grain production”,
coinciding with the 75th Anniversary celebration of the
Uzbek Cotton Growing Research Institute (UzCGRI) was held
from 7-8 September, 2004. In all, more than 150 representatives
from Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Russian Federation
participated. The conference was opened by H.E. Mr. Ikramhon

Najmitdinov, Minister of Agriculture and Water Management,
Uzbekistan. He congratulated the scientists of the UzCGRI for
their excellent achievements and wished them all the success in
their endeavors. Dr. Sherali Nurmatov, Deputy Minister and
Director General of the Uzbek Scientific-Production Center for
Agriculture also congratulated the staff of the UzCGRI
emphasizing the important role played by the Institute in
agricultural research at the national, regional and international
levels in the past.
Dr. Raj Paroda presented the highlights of the
achievements under the Collaborative Program on Sustainable
Agricultural Development in Central Asia and the Caucasus,
which was highly appreciated by the participants.
Opportunities to congratulate the scientists of the
UzCGRI were also provided to the participants of Inter-regional
Cotton Network for Central Asia and North Africa (INCANA)
meeting from almost ten cotton growing countries in South Asia
and CWANA region, who attended the Opening Ceremony. All of
them felt happy to attend the celebrations and hoped to
strengthen further the collaboration between the Uzbek Cotton
Institute and the researchers from their countries.

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences Organized
SECOND INCANA MEETING HELD IN TASHKENT

T

he Second Meeting of Inter-regional Cotton Network for
Central Asia and North Africa (INCANA) was held in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan from 6-8 September, 2004. The
meeting was organized by PFU and ICARDA-CAC Regional
Office under the umbrella of Central Asian and Caucasian
Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (CACAARI).
The meeting was co-sponsored by the Global Forum for
Agricultural Research (GFAR), Association of Agricultural
Research Institutions for Near East and North Africa
(AARINENA), Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research
Institutions (APAARI) and CACAARI. In all, about 35 scientists
participated in the meeting, including representatives from Iran,
India, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Greece, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan. The meeting was inaugurated by
H.E. Mr. Ikramkhon Najmitdinov, Minister of Agriculture and
Water Management of Uzbekistan. He extended a warm
welcome to all the participants and thanked the organizers for
having selected Tashkent to be a venue of the Second INCANA
Meeting. He was pleased that an inter-regional network on crop
like cotton, being so important in Central Asia, has been
established. He also hoped that the meeting would provide
excellent opportunities for strengthening linkages among cotton
scientists of Central and West Asia and North Africa (CWANA).
During the Opening Session, chaired by Dr. Sherali Nurmatov,
8
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Chairman, CACAARI and Dr. Mahmood Ayed Duwayri,
representing AARINENA, the participants were welcomed by
Dr. Raj Paroda, Executive Secretary, APAARI and Regional
Coordinator, ICARDA and thanked by Dr. Ebadollah Baniani,
INCANA Coordinator. While thanking the dignitaries, he
explained about the achievements and future prospects of
INCANA.
The meeting included three technical sessions on
country presentations, new developments in cotton research
and strengthening research collaboration as well as round
table discussions. During the first technical session,
representatives from Egypt, Iran, India, Greece, Syria,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan presented their country
reports, highlighting the problems and promising results in
cotton research and development.
During the second technical session, impressive
presentations were made on Hybrid Cotton (Dr. C.D. Mayee,
Agriculture Commissioner, India), IPM Program in Cotton (Dr.
Naif Al-Salti, Syria), Biological control of cotton pests (Mr. Anil
Kakkar, Excel Crop Care, India), Application of new
biotechnologies to improve efficiency of cotton breeding (Acad.
Abdusattar Abdukarimov, Uzbekistan), Bt cotton (Mr. Raju
Barwale, MAHYCO, India) and INCANA website (Ms. Aisel
Gharedaghli, Iran).
(Continued on page 9)

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences Organized
On 7 September, the participants of INCANA meeting attended
the Opening Ceremony of the International Scientific-Practical
Conference on “Problems of development of cotton growing
and grain production”, dedicated to the 75th Anniversary
celebration of the Uzbek Cotton Growing Research Institute
(UzCGRI).
During the post lunch session on 7 September, a Round
Table discussion on current topics of interest for the growth of
INCANA was organized. The discussions were chaired by Dr. E.
Baniani (Iran) and co-chaired by Dr. C.D. Mayee (India). The
topics chosen were: Information and Germplasm Exchange,
INCANA Regional Varietal Trials, Collaborations amongst
networking countries in areas of Hybrid Research, Integrated
Pest Management (IPM), Bt Cotton and Cotton-wheat Rotation.
On 8 September, 2004, the delegates visited the three
institutes (Uzbek Cotton Growing Research Institute, Cotton
Breeding Institute and Cotton Genetics Institute) in Tashkent.
They were introduced to various on-going research activities,
including those on studying wheat-legume and wheat-cotton
rotations, effect of defoliants and their mechanism of operation,
methodology of identifying varieties and hybrids, etc.
The final plenary session of the meeting was chaired by
Dr. Raj Paroda, whereas Dr. Mahmud Duwayri was the CoChair. The participants discussed the draft proceedings of the
meeting that were presented by Dr. C.D. Mayee and developed
the following recommendations:
• Proceedings to be brought out as soon as possible
• Country reports should be submitted by the end of September
• Development of INCANA Website to be completed soon
• Preparing of a good project proposal for donor support (IDB
could be a potential donor)
• Bringing out INCANA Happenings every Quarter
• Printing of Success Stories on Bt Cotton in India and IPM in
Syria
• For needed resources, GFAR, AARINENA, APAARI and
ICARDA be again requested to provide similar support in
future to INCANA. Also FAO be approached to provide
support for this inter-regional initiative.
Venue and time of the next meeting were debated. Syria

Opening Session of the INCANA meeting
and Egypt have come forward to hold the 3rd INCANA meeting
in 2006. It was agreed that based on written request from the
respective countries, INCANA Secretariat could take a final
view for hosting at either of these countries.
In his concluding remarks, Dr. Duwayri stated that the
meeting was a very successful one and congratulated Dr. Raj
Paroda for his leadership and proactive role and also thanked
the host country for all its support. Dr. Baniani felt highly
satisfied with the outcome of the meeting. Dr. Nazarov,
representing host Government, thanked Dr. Paroda and was
happy that many important topics were discussed. Finally, Dr.
Paroda thanked all the participants, the host country and the
secretariat staff of PFU-ICARDA for their cooperation and help.
He also placed on record his appreciation to Dr. Duwayri for Cochairing the session and to GFAR for sponsoring this meeting.
All the participants expressed their thanks to Dr. Sherali
Nurmatov, Chairman, CACAARI and to both AARINENA and
APAARI and to Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, Director General, ICARDA
for their excellent cooperation. It was also resolved to continue
extending full support to INCANA in future activities.

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SUNN PEST HELD IN ALEPPO

S

cientists from 23 countries met at ICARDA
Headquarters, Aleppo, Syria from 19-22 July, 2004 for
the Second International Conference on Sunn Pest on
“Enhancing international cereal production capacity for food
security”. The conference was co-organized by the University
of Vermont, USA, the Arab Society for Plant Protection (ASPP)
and ICARDA. It was sponsored by FAO, USAID, USDA, IDB
and DFID.
The conference, which attracted over 130 participants,
featured 50 oral presentations and 30 poster sessions on a

variety of topics including integrated management, biology and
ecology of Sunn pest as well as socioeconomic aspects.
From the CAC region, scientists from Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Tajikistan participated in the
conference. They were selected during the IPM training course
held earlier in Tashkent on 17-23 May, 2004. Entomologists
from CAC region made oral and poster presentations on
evaluation and spreading of Sunn pest in their countries.
Scientists from the region were very happy to interact with the
experts from different countries.

ANNUAL MEETING OF KASIB NETWORK

K

azakhstan-Siberia Network on Spring Wheat
Improvement had its annual meeting in Astana,
Kazakhstan on 5 August, 2004. The network is
coordinated and facilitated by CIMMYT with financial support
from GTZ. The main activities of the network include spring
wheat germplasm exchange, coordinated germplasm
evaluation, publications and communication. The network
involves 11 research and breeding institutions from Northern
Kazakhstan and 7 institutions from Siberia. The network also
participates in the spring wheat shuttle breeding program

between Kazakhstan/Siberia and Mexico to combine drought
tolerance, disease resistance and bread-making quality. During
the meeting, the results of the germplasm testing in 2003 were
presented, which included regional performance for yield,
maturity, disease resistance and quality. The work plan of
activities for 2005 was discussed. The participants agreed to
continue the KASIB nursery testing with inclusion of 2-3
varieties from each program. The annual meeting in 2005 will
take place in one of the institutions in Siberia.
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Meetings/Workshops/Conferences Organized
FOURTH COORDINATION MEETING OF CATCN-PGR

T

he Fourth Coordination Committee meeting of the Central
Asian and Transcaucasian Network on Plant Genetic
Resources (CATCN-PGR) was held on 26-27 August, 2004
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Beside National Coordinators from
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, representatives of IPGRI (Dr.
George Ayad and Ms. Muhabbat Turdieva), CGIAR- PFU for CAC
(Drs. Raj Paroda and Zakir Khalikulov) and ICARDA (Drs. Jan
Valkoun, Kenneth Street and Mr. Jan Konopka) participated in the
meeting. Dr. Sergey Alexanian from VIR (Saint Petersburg) also
attended the meeting as an observer.
Acad. Guram Alexidze, Chairman of the Coordination
Committee, and Acad. Abdusattar Abdukarimov, ex-Chairman of
the Committee, welcomed the participants. They emphasized the
regional and global importance of plant diversity conservation and
pointed out the effectiveness of the Network's efforts in this area.
Drs. George Ayad and Jan Valkoun welcomed the participants on
behalf of Dr. Emile Frison, Director General, IPGRI and Prof. Dr.
Adel El-Beltagy, Director General, ICARDA.
In his inaugural address, Dr. Raj Paroda underlined that
genetic resources are drawing worldwide attention these days,
especially after signing of the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD)
and FAO Treaty on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
He also emphasized that despite funding constraints, IPGRI and
ICARDA have been working to facilitate the national and regional
programs in collecting, conserving, documenting, and utilizing the
rich genetic resources in the CAC. On behalf of the CGIAR
Centers, Dr. Raj Paroda assured the participants of the best
possible support to CATCN-PGR Network for strengthening PGR
related activities in the region.
Ms. Muhabbat Turdieva welcomed the participants and
thanked the National Coordinators, CG Centres and PFU for their
active participation in implementing the Network's objectives and
appreciated their keenness to collaborate and join efforts in this
important initiative.
The meeting reviewed the progress made by the Network
in study, conservation and use of plant genetic resources in
Central Asia and the Caucasus. Acad. Guram Alexidze presented
a report on the activities undertaken by the Network in 2002-2004
at the regional level, whereas the participants briefed about
national level activities on plant diversity conservation carried out
in their countries. The most significant outputs of the Network
include conducting surveys and collecting missions,
documentation, establishing and upgrading ex situ conservation
facilities, developing technical guidelines for genetic resource
conservation and use, human capacity building, and increasing
public awareness.
During the meeting, the participants were informed about

Participants of the CATCN-PGR meeting
the progress achieved in the area of resource generation. Thus, a
project proposal on “In situ/on farm conservation and use of
agrobiodiversity in Central Asia” and a concept note on
“Strengthening socio-economic and cultural institutions to support
agrobiodiversity conservation in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan” were
submitted to UNEP-GEF and Christensen Fund, respectively.
Besides, two concept notes of new regional projects on
“Enhanced in situ/on farm management of medicinal plants
towards improvement of people and environment health in CAC”
and “Conservation of indigenous forest species and their use in
combating land degradation and improving living conditions of
local people in mountainous areas in Central Asia and the
Caucasus'' were presented to the Coordination Committee
members for their suggestions. The Coordination Committee
appreciated the efforts made by various Crop Working Groups on
developing these concept notes and endorsed for their
submission to potential donors.
Participants of the meeting exchanged ideas on the future
structure and activities of the Network. The Coordination
Committee agreed on reorganization of the CATCN-PGR
structure by merging current nine Crop Working Groups into eight.
It was also suggested to establish a web-based system on
national inventories of ex situ conserved germplasm. Acad.
Guram Alexidze, National Coordinator, Georgia was unanimously
nominated as a Chairman of the Coordination Committee for the
next two years (2005-2006).
As part of the meeting, the participants visited recently upgraded
Gene Bank at the Uzbek Research Institute of Plant Industry to
learn from the experience of their colleagues in the gene bank
management and ex situ conservation of available crop
germplasm.

(Source: Ms. Muhabbat Tirdieva, IPGRI-Tashkent)

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE HELD IN ASTANA

I

nternational Conference “Development of the key directions
of agricultural science in Kazakhstan: breeding,
biotechnology and genetic resources” was held in Astana,
from 4-6 August, 2004. The conference was organized by the
Ministry of Agriculture of Kazakhstan, German Technical
Cooperation Agency, CIMMYT and ICARDA. It was attended
by 120 participants from 15 countries. The objective of the
conference was to develop a mid-term strategy for breeding,
biotechnology and genetic resources both for field crops and
animals. For each topic of the conference, three presentations
were made covering the status of the issue in Kazakhstan, in
Russia and global developments. Working groups summarized
the presentations and developed strategies which were
circulated among the participants. At the plenary session, the
strategies were accepted as a basis for developing needed
research programs in Kazakhstan. During the second day, a
visit was organized to the Scientific-Production Center of Grain
named after A.A. Barayev to oversee the progress made by
10
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breeding programs of wheat, barley, legumes and other crops.
Experts from CIMMYT and ICARDA took active part and made
valuable contributions.

Participants of the Conference

Meetings/Workshops/Conferences Organized-Human Resource Development
WORLD BANK MISSION VISITS KAZAKHSTAN

T

he group of the World Bank agriculture specialists from
the Headquarters and offices in Almaty and Astana,
consisting of Drs. J. Srivastava, M. Guadagni, B. Utkelov
and B. Sadyk visited the FAO-CIMMYT Conservation
Agriculture Project site in Astana region on 21 August, 2004.
Drs. A. Morgounov and A. Bektemirov from the project
accompanied the group. The objective of the visit was to assess
the potential of the conservation agriculture technologies in
Northern Kazakhstan, their agronomic and economic
acceptance by the farmers. The Dostyk Farm represents a
private family owned enterprise with 2500 ha of land. The main

attraction of the zero tillage for the head of the farm Mr. M.
Saginbayev is the possibility to reduce the soil tillage and obtain
the same or slightly higher yields with less cost. Zero tillage also
allowed diversification and inclusion of the crops like winter rye.
The FAO-CIMMYT project works with four farms in Northern
Kazakhstan concerning introduction of conservation agriculture
practices. The conclusion of the visit was that the technology is
quite beneficial in all aspects including the ecology and should
be promoted through other development projects, including the
World Bank projects.

AUSTRAILIAN SCIENTIST VISITS KAZAKHSTAN

D

r. Colin Wellings, Plant Pathologist from Plant Breeding
Institute (University of Sydney) visited Kazakhstan
during 30 August -5 September, 2004. The objective of
the visit was to see the current work and research on rusts and
to explore opportunities of collaboration between Australia,
Kazakhstan and CIMMYT. Dr. Wellings, accompanied by Dr. A.
Morgounov, CIMMYT-CAC visited the Research and
Production Center of Crops, Kazakh Crop Protection Institute
and National Kazakh Agricultural University in Almaty as well as
Kazakh Grain Research and Production Center and Kazakh
State Agricultural University in Astana. Two seminars on yellow
rust research and wheat production in Australia were organized
for the scientists in Almaty and Astana. The outcome of the visit
was the development of a concept note for establishing a
Kazakh National Rust Control Program. It can serve as a basis
for project preparation by the MOA for submission to the

external donors. The visit of Dr. Wellings was partly supported
by GTZ-CIMMYT Seed Project.

Dr. C. Wellings (center) visiting CIMMYT office in Almaty

CIMMYT PROGRAM MEETS IN ALMATY

T

Participants of the CIMMYT Program

h e n e w
strategy of
CIMMYT has
distinctive focus on
farming systems
and poverty
reduction. There
are six programs in
the new CIMMYT
and one of them is
Rainfed Wheat
Farming System
responsible for
increasing the

productivity and profitability of the wheat-based systems in
marginal environments. The Program staff consisting of 17
scientists had its first program meeting in Almaty, Kazakhstan
from 8-10 August, 2004. The staff members from the
headquarters in Mexico and from the regional programs in
Turkey, Georgia, Afghanistan, Nepal participated. Dr. H.-J.
Braun, Program Director highlighted the objectives and the
activities of the program. The three-days meeting resulted in
clarification of the geographical scope of the program activities,
definition of priorities and partnerships and development of a
logframe. Both formal and informal communication between the
program staff contributed to building the necessary linkages
between the regional programs.

Human Resource Development
TRAINING WORKSHOP ON GROUNDNUT IMPROVEMENT

A

workshop on groundnut improvement in the CAC Region
was held in Tashkent from 13-17 September, 2004.
Organized jointly by ICRISAT and CGIAR-PFU for CAC.
the workshop was inaugurated by Dr. M. Tashboltaev, First Deputy
Director General of the Uzbek Scientific Production Center for
Agriculture (UzSPCA). He emphasized the important role of the
groundnut for crop diversification and better income generation for
resource poor farmers of the CAC region. Eight participants from
five CAC countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan) attended the workshop. ICRISAT was
represented by Drs. Shyam Nigam and Rachakonda Aruna,
whereas from CGIAR-PFU for CAC, Drs. Raj Paroda and Zakir
Khalikulov participated.
The workshop reviewed the status of groundnut and
identified constraints and opportunities for its production. The
participants agreed that to seek donor's support, a project concept
note, with one of the research components addressing the issues
of groundnut production, is to be developed together with other
members of the CAC Consortium.

Participants of the groundnut improvement workshop
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Human Resource Development
ICBA-ICARDA TRAINING COURSE HELD IN TASHKENT

A

training course on ”Biosaline Agriculture: Principles and
Applications, with reference to the Central Asia and
Caucasus Region”, organized jointly by the International
Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA) and ICARDA, in
collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan
and Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Melioration (TIIM), was
held from 2-9 September, 2004 in Tashkent. A total of 35
participants from five Central Asian countries and Azerbaijan
attended the course.
The Opening Session took place at the TIIM. H.E. Mr. E. Ganiev,
Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan opened the course and
welcomed the participants on behalf of the Government of
Uzbekistan. He felt very happy that Uzbekistan was chosen for
the second time to host ICBA-ICARDA training course, being an
important activity at the regional scale in the field of human
resource development.

Coordinator, ICARDA and Mr. M. Ul-Hassan, IWMI-CAC.
Special thanks were expressed by all the speakers to the
Government of Uzbekistan for hosting this course as well as to
the Office of H.H. the President of U.A.E. and Management of
IDB for their financial support.
In the first technical session, Dr. F. Taha, Director,
Technical Programs, made a presentation on ICBA's Technical
Programs and Activities, whereas Dr. Raj Paroda gave an
account of ICARDA-CAC Regional Program, including specific
activities on salinity management.
The program of the training course included lectures by
the eminent scientists, including Drs. Bassam Hasbini and
Abdullah Dakheel from ICBA, Dr. Ghaleb Al-Hadrami from the
U.A.E. University, Drs. Mekhlis Suleimenov and Manzoor Qadir
from ICARDA and Mr. Mehmood Ul-Hassan from IWMI-CAC.
Also country reports were presented by the trainees from
Central Asia and Azerbaijan.
The speakers emphasized the urgency of addressing
the problems related to salinity through sharing of experiences
and adoption of effective technologies to combat both the
salinity and desertification problems for the overall benefit of the
resource poor farmers in the region.
During the course, visits to the Central-Asia Research
Institute of Irrigation (SANIIRI), Cotton Growing Research
Institute, and the Research Institute of Karakul Sheep Breeding
and Desert Ecology (Samarkand) were also organized. Dr.
Akmal Karimov, NPO, ICARDA-CAC served as focal point for
the entire course. In the end, certificates signed jointly by Dr.
Adel El-Beltagy, Director General, ICARDA and Dr. Mohammad
Al-Attar, Director General, ICBA were presented to the
participants. The feedback from the participants was very
positive for the training program and for all the arrangements
made by PFU-CAC office in Tashkent.

Opening of the ICBA-ICARDA training course
In his address, H. E. Mr. I. Najmitdinov, Minister of
Agriculture and Water Management (MAWM) of Uzbekistan
highlighted the importance of the subject of training for
Uzbekistan. He emphasized that in view of large area being
prone to salinization in Uzbekistan (more than 50% of irrigated
land), new cost effective and resource-saving technologies for
land reclamation are required. He briefed about the efforts
undertaken by the Ministry in establishing Water Users
Associations and appreciated support extended by ICARDA
and IWMI for the farmers of Uzbekistan. He also hoped that
ICBA would further strengthen its presence in the region to play
a key role in addressing the issues of soil salinization and
marginal water use. During the Opening Session, the
participants were also addressed by Prof. T. Khudoiberdiev,
Rector, TIIM, Dr. M. Al-Attar, Director General, ICBA, Dr. Raj
Paroda, Head, CGIAR-PFU for CAC and the Regional

Participants of the ICBA-ICARDA training

TRAVELING WORKSHOP TO KAZAKHSTAN AND WESTERN SIBERIA

A

traveling workshop on soil tillage and crop diversification in
rainfed agriculture of Northern Kazakhstan and Western
Siberia was organized from 19-25 July, 2004 by ICARDACAC and the Science-Production Center for Grain Farming
(SPCGF) named after A. Barayev, Kazakhstan. The workshop was
conducted under the component on strengthening capacities of
farmers and NARS of the ADB project on “Improving rural
livelihoods through efficient on-farm water and soil fertility
management in Central Asia” In all, 12 participants from Northern
and Southern Kazakhstan as well as Uzbekistan participated. Drs.
M. Suleimenov, ICARDA-CAC and Z. Kaskarbayev, SPCGF
accompanied the group.
The participants visited Stepno-Ishimskaya and North
Kazakhstan experimental stations of the SPCGF. Both stations are
advocating for 3 year rotation, including one year under summer
12
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fallow and two years under spring wheat. Crop diversification
studies showed good potential of food legumes, such as field pea,
chickpea and lentil as well as sunflower at SPCGF, whereas field
pea, flax, sunflower and safflower proved to be promising at both
the stations. All crops were looking good in spite of drought in June.
Tillage experiments included studies on chemical fallow with
conclusions in favor of combined chemical and mechanical tillage
for more adequate weed control.
In Russia, the participants visited Siberian Research
Institute of Agriculture (SRIA), which is located in Omsk. The
institute is well known for its good germplasm program on spring
wheat. Although food legumes are occupying small areas in the
region, the institute has an impressive breeding program on food
legumes, especially on field pea and soybean.
(Continued on page 13)

Human Resource Development
The workshop participants, together with scientists of the SRIA, also
visited a large farm of Mr. Vadim Schnider, who succeeded in
establishing an individual farm as large as 28,000 ha in dryland
conditions and rather harsh environment. Most striking feature was
that this farm had been functioning very effectively whilst all around
the collective farms were not so well managed. For the participants,
however, it was important to witness the very successful adoption of
no-till practice on several thousand hectares. Besides, he has never
used summer fallow, which is in contrast with this traditional practice
based on earlier scientific recommendations. Mr. Schnider till
recently was growing wheat, continuously applying chemicals to
control weeds and fertilizers to supply nutrients for plants. During the
last two-three years, he has started to diversify his crop production.
This year, he planted around 4,200 ha of hybrid sunflower, 1,200 ha
of hybrid maize and 3,000 ha of field pea. All workshop participants
were encouraged to promote these success stories elsewhere and
congratulated Mr. Schnider for his excellent achievements.

Visit to the farm of Mr. V. Schnider

TRAINING ON PARTICIPATORY APPROACH HELD IN TASHKENT

A

training course on “Participatory approach in natural
resource management research” was held in Tashkent
from 6-10 September, 2004. It was organized under the
ADB project on “Improving rural livelihoods through more
effective water and soil fertility management in Central Asia”. In
all, 18 participants attended the course, including those from
Azerbaijan (2), Kazakhstan (3), Kyrgyzstan (3), Tajikistan (4)
and Uzbekistan (6).
The training course was opened by Dr. Sherali
Nurmatov, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Water
Management, Uzbekistan and Director General, ScientificProduction Center for Agriculture (UzSPCA). He was pleased
that this course was organized in Tashkent and underlined the
importance of new approaches in agricultural research that
would make interactions between farmers and scientists more
effective and useful. In his Welcome Address, Dr. Raj Paroda,
Regional Coordinator, ICARDA-CAC emphasized that
participatory methods have already proved to be successful in
many areas of agricultural research, including plant breeding
and natural resource management. He also hoped that this
training course would help in building required capability in this
specialized area and would help in achieving the objectives of
the project.
This course was included in the project work plan under
the component on “Strengthening capacities of farmers and for
national research and technology transfer”. The main objective
of the course is to equip the scientists with the required skills
and tools to be used in better targeting of agricultural research in
order to increase adoption of sustainable, efficient and
economically viable technologies. Dr. Ann Braun, Consultant
from New Zeland, having more than 20-years experience in the
CG System, was invited as resource person to facilitate the

training course. Dr. Aden Aw-Hassan, ICARDA Senior
Specialist in the field of Socio-economics also participated in
the program and interacted with the participants during the last
two days.
Besides getting new skills and knowledge in
participatory approaches, the trainees also enjoyed friendly and
interesting interactions with Dr. Ann Braun as well as among
themselves. Two young ICARDA staff involved in the socioeconomic component of the project, Ms. Madina Musaeva and
Mr. Anvar Nasritdinov, provided required assistance to Dr.
Braun during the course. Two scientists from IPGRI-Tashkent
office also attended the training course.

Participants of the training program

SECOND IRRI WORKSHOP ORGANIZED

A

three-day training workshop titled “From seed to market:
a system approach to rice improvement in Central Asia”
was held from 9-11 September, 2004 in Tashkent.
Similarly as the first one, conducted in August, 2003, this
workshop was jointly sponsored and organized by IRRI and the
CGIAR-PFU for CAC.
In all, twenty-one scientists participated in the
workshop, including 13 scientists from five countries of the CAC
region (two each from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Azerbaijan and five from Uzbekistan). Besides, two scientists
from Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Mr.
Kazuo Nakabayashi, Project Formulation Advisor, Uzbek Rice
Research Institute and Mr. Hiroshi Ishikawa, Senior Volunteer
attended the workshop and made short presentations outlining
the activities of JICA in the region. They also expressed their
interest to coordinate their research and development projects

in the region with IRRI.
The workshop focused on identifying the current
problems facing rice production in the region, starting from land
preparation to post-harvest handling. Three IRRI scientists,
Drs. Abdelbagi M. Ismail, Joe Rickman and Parminder Virk,
facilitated the training process and made presentations on
various topics. Representatives from each of the five
participating countries also presented detailed status reports
on rice production. During a field trip, participants visited three
farmers' fields, one rice mill, one seed processing unit and one
seed storage facility and conducted a detailed evaluation of
each of the rice fields and the facilities visited, using criteria
established during the first day of the workshop. The major
problems identified in rice fields were: (i) excessive use of
water; (ii) weeds; (iii) uneven crops establishment due to mixed
varieties; (iv) crop lodging; and (v) uneven fields due to poor
(Continued on page 14)
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Participants of the IRRI workshop
land leveling and the excessive submergence following dry
seeding.
At the end of the field trip the participants visited the
UzRRI and were appraised by Dr. Giyozjon Rakhimov, Director

General about the current activities and challenges facing the
institute and rice research in Uzbekistan.
During their visit to one of the rice markets, the
participants were able to interview rice sellers on their
perspectives of quality aspects needed for better rice price.
They also collected rice samples from the market and analyzed
them for different quality characteristics and how those are
related to the market price.
Based on the outputs of the workshop,
recommendations and concrete action plan have been
developed to address the needs of each of the participated
countries in the areas of germplasm supply and testing, rice
production technologies, information exchange and human
capacity building. All the participants emphasized the urgent
need for coordination among scientists from the region to work
together on common problems facing rice production. In this
context, it was decided to establish a formal network for rice
scientists with one representative from each country. Dr. Zakir
Khalikulov, CGIAR-PFU for CAC will coordinate with IRRI and
representatives in the region to establish this network.

TRAVELING WORKSHOP TO INDIA

CAC delegates visiting a Bt cotton site of MAHYCO company

A

traveling workshop to India was organized from 18-26
September, 2004 as part of the component on
strengthening capacities of farmers and for national
research and technology transfer under the ADB project
“Improving rural livelihoods through efficient on-farm water and
soil fertility management in Central Asia”. The delegation
consisted of 11 scientists from Azerbaijan (2), Kazakhstan (2),
Kyrgyzstan (2), Tajikistan (2), Turkmenistan (1) and Uzbekistan
(2) headed by Acad. Bobo Sanginov, President, Tajik Academy
of Agricultural Sciences. Two ICARDA-CAC staff also
accompanied the group. The objective of the workshop was to
learn from successful examples of improved soil and water
management practices in Northern India and to get acquainted
with the achievements of Indian scientists in the areas of natural
resource management (including crop diversification) as well
as germplasm improvement, genetic resource conservation,
feed and livestock management and HRD.
During the first day of the traveling workshop, members
of the delegation visited the Indian Agricultural Research
Institute to familiarize themselves with its research activities
and also to see the work carried out under the Indo-Israel
Project on Protected Cultivation. They also visited the National
Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR) and got
impressed with its Gene Bank, quarantine system and
containment facility for transgenic testing.
On the second day, the participants visited the Regional

Station of the Central Potato Research Institute at Meerut to get
acquainted with the advanced potato production technologies,
including TPS technology. During the trip to Meerut, the
delegation also examined the trials carried out under the RiceWheat Program of CIMMYT that generated considerable
interest among the members, especially with regard to the
technology of raised-bed planting of wheat.
On 20 September, 2004, the delegates had a meeting
with Dr. Mangla Rai, Secretary, Department of Agricultural
Research and Education (DARE) and Director General, Indian
Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) and other senior
officers. Acad. Bobo Sanginov, on behalf of the CAC
delegation, thanked Dr. Mangla Rai and his staff for a very
impressive and interesting program developed for the traveling
workshop. He also placed on record the initiative by Dr. Raj
Paroda to organize this very useful visit. Later the participants
also visited the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(NAAS) as well as Regional Offices of the CGIAR Centers,
including CIP, CIMMYT, IRRI, ICRISAT, IPGRI and IWMI.
From 21-24 September, the delegation visited the
Haryana Agricultural University (Hissar), Central Soil Salinity
Research Institute, Directorate of Wheat Research and
Student Dairy Plant (Kranal), Punjab Agricultural University
(Ludhiana) and Regional Central Soil and Water Conservation
Research and Training Institute and Sukhomajri Watershed
Program (Chandigarh).
(Continued on page 15)

Dr. Mangla Rai and senior staff of ICAR with CAC delegation
14

CAC NEWS July-September, 2004

Human Resource Development-Miscellaneous
During these visits, the participants were welcomed by the Vice
Chancellors/ Directors of Universities/ Institute and had very
interesting discussions with their Indian colleagues regarding
the possibilities of strengthening research collaboration
between their institutions.
Though the traveling workshop program was abundant
in interesting research trials and new facts, all the delegates
agreed that the day of participation in Kisan Mela (Farmers'
Fair), organized by the Punjab Agricultural University
(Ludhiana) was the most remarkable and useful one. They were
highly impressed by the giant scale of the event, during which
most of the leading manufacturers of agricultural machinery,
equipment and fertilizers as well as seed production
companies, banks, processing factories etc. displayed their
activities and products. Farmers could see for themselves
various drills and tractors being used and hence they were able
to choose the most suitable ones. At the same time, various
University Departments also demonstrated to the farmers
application of promising technologies for adoption. During the
Opening Ceremony, Acad. Bobo Sanginov was honored as
Head of the CAC Delegation. In all, about 100,000 farmers had
participated in the fair.
In general, the participants were impressed by the
strong and effective linkages between education, research and
extension sectors in Indian agriculture. They got convinced that

these linkages, enhanced by partnership with International
Agricultural Research Centers and backed by the appropriate
policies of the Government would be the driving-force for a
similar Green Revolution in Central Asia and the Caucasus.

Acad. B. Sanginov visiting Farmers’ Fair in Ludhiana

Miscellaneous News
FIRST CACILM TASK FORCE MEETING HELD

F

irst meeting of the Central Asian Countries Initiative on
Land Management (CACILM) Task Force was held in
Almaty from 23-24 August, 2004. It was attended by the
members and observers from the five countries of Central Asia
as well as other partners in this initiative, including ADB, CIDA,
the CCD project of GTZ, Global Mechanism of the UNCCD,
Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Swiss Agency for
Development & Cooperation (SDC), UNDP, UNEP, the World
Bank and ICARDA. ICARDA was represented by Dr. Richard
Thomas, Director, NRMP.

The purpose of the meeting was to review both CACILM
concept note and PDF-B application, development of which
was initiated in February, 2004 by the ADB at the meeting of the
Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA). At the end of the
meeting, a summary of the proceedings was signed by all Task
Force members agreeing on the PDF-B proposal and activities.
This agreement will be the part of the submission to GEF on
October 1, 2004.

(Source: Mr. Yerken Azhigaliev, GM-Tashkent)

Hearty Congratulations

O

ur National Focal Point in Uzbekistan, Dr. Sherali
Nurmatov has recently been elevated as the new
Minister of Agriculture and Water Management of the
Republic of Uzbekistan. On this occasion, Dr. Paroda met with
him to congratulate on his appointment and to wish him every
success in his new position. During the meeting, they discussed
the opportunities for strengthening the cooperation between
CGIAR Centers and Uzbekistan. He in particular was
appreciative of on-going cooperation and desired to explore the
possibilities of extending useful farm technologies to larger
areas, paying special attention to soil fertility, efficient water use
and soil amelioration.
H.E. Sh. Nurmatov also assured Dr. Paroda of his
continued support for existing research cooperation with all the
International Agricultural Research Centers.

We are pleased to congratulate Acad. Bobo Sanginov,
President, Tajik Academy of Agricultural Sciences on having
received an Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)
Excellence Award for his outstanding research work in the
field of agriculture. The award was presented to him during
the 8th ECO Summit, held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan on 14
September, 2004.

Meeting with H.E. Dr. Sherali Nurmatov (left)
We are happy to congratulate Prof. Yuan Longping,
Director-General, China National Hybrid Rice Research
and Development Center and Dr. Monty Jones, Executive
Secretary, FARA as co-winners of the 2004 World Food
Prize. Both of them are pioneering rice breeders. The World
Food Prize will be presented to them at a ceremony on 14
October, 2004 during The World Food Prize International
Symposium in Des Moines, Iowa.
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Future Events
LUNCHEON MEETING ON CGIAR-CAC PROGRAM

GFAR STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

On 25 October, 2004, the CGIAR Ecoregional Program for
Central Asia and the Caucasus will organize a special
Luncheon Meeting during the CGIAR AGM'04 to be held in
Mexico City. The Luncheon Meeting will be co-sponsored by
USAID, the World Bank and EU.

The next Steering Committee Meeting of the Global Forum on
Agricultural Research (GFAR) will be held in Mexico from 22-25
October, 2004, prior to the CGIAR Annual General Meeting.
Drs. Sh. Nurmatov and A. Ajibekov have been invited to
represent CACAARI.

EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF APAARI

ICGI-2004 WORKSHOP

The Eighth General Assembly of Asia-Pacific Association of
Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) will take place from
30 November-3 December, 2004 in Bangkok, Thailand. On the
sidelines of the Assembly, Expert Consultation on Post-harvest
Technologies for Ensuring Food Security and Value Addition for
Enhanced Income will be organized along with the next
APCoAB Steering Committee Meeting.

A Workshop on International Cotton Genome Initiative will take
place from 10-13 October, 2004 in Hyderabad, India. The
workshop is organized under the auspices of the Indian Society
for Cotton Improvement (ISCI) with support of Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Department of
Biotechnology, Government of India, New Delhi.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN INDIA

DIRECT SEED CONFERENCE

The Indian Society of Soil Science will organize an International
Conference on Soil, Water and Environmental Quality - Issues
and Strategies during 28 January -1 February, 2005 at the
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), Pusa, New Delhi.

The Northwest Direct Seed Cropping Systems Conference will
be held at the Mirabeau Park-Spokane Valley, USA on 13-14
January, 2005 in conjunction with Spokane Ag-Expo. Dr.
Mekhlis Suleimenov, Assistant, Regional Coordinator,
ICARDA-CAC has been invited to present a paper on the
adoption of direct seeding and no-till practices in CAC.

TRAINING WORKSHOPS AT IFPRI-ISNAR
IFPRI-ISNAR Program will organize two training workshops on
“Monitoring, evaluation and impact assessment of R&D
Investments in Agriculture” and on “Writing and Presentation of
Scientific Research” from 1-12 November and in December,
2004, respectively in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. For more
information regarding participation in these training workshops,
you are invited to contact the Tashkent Office of CGIAR-PFU for
CAC or directly Ms. Crisitina Sette, Training Advisor and
Workshop Coordinator, IFPRI-ISNAR Program (e-mail:
c.sette@cgiar.org).

Publications
Proceedings of a Symposium held at the American Society of
Agronomy Annual Meetings at Indianapolis, USA from 10-14
November, 2002 has been recently brought out and is being
distributed among the CAC NARS. The title of the Proceedings
is “Agriculture in Central Asia: Research for Development”. For
more information, please contact the Tashkent Office of
CGIAR-PFU for CAC.

RUSSIAN LANGUAGE PLATFORM OF THE LEAD INITIATIVE
INVITATION TO JOIN A REGIONAL AND GLOBAL EFFORT FOR
SUSTAINABLE LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT
f you are a researcher, donor or policy- research and development institutions and individuals. The
maker, who is integrating the livestock project is financed by the Swiss Development Cooperation
and environmental approach into the (SDC) and supported by LEAD member organizations.
developing processes in the region and
This platform is an integral but largely independent
worldwide, then you may seek for gaining component of the LEAD Virtual Centre and concentrates on the
access to the appropriate information on key livestock and environment hotspots in the region: grazing
technologies and tools, for establishing and land degradation, pollution from industrial animal
relationships with other stakeholders in the production and global environmental effects (loss of
region and for getting involved in a global alliance working to biodiversity and deforestation). Using the latest information
develop the immense potential that livestock has to offer while and communication technologies to reach its audience, the
minimizing the environmental damage.
Platform provides thematic e-conferences, e-newsletters,
The LEAD Initiative, is working to turn the recognition of workshops, publications, a digital library, decision support
the livestock, environment and development interactions into tools, directory of institutions and country profiles, baseline
common practice and effective action around the globe by: data and analysis of the livestock and environment
providing baseline information, resource intelligence and interactions, maps, reports of pilot projects, links to existing
decision support tools; mainstreaming of livestock and networks in the region and promotion of experts via experts
environment issues in donor operations; assisting in the roster and consultations.
formulation of national action plans and; facilitating
The Platform offers the opportunity to use the synergy of
international pilot development programmes. These tasks are groups of various stakeholders by bringing a range of
coordinated by the LEAD Virtual Research and Development resources and skills together in order to find solutions to
Centre and implemented by regional Language Platforms in common problems and to produce a well-balanced and
English, French, Spanish, Russian and Chinese.
consolidated network. We wish to support your encouraging
The role of the LEAD Russian Language Platform is to new ideas and forms to validate local and global knowledge in a
rebuild the links for resource intelligence and knowledge way that is beneficial to the process of livestock development in
exchange and to increase the awareness of the livestock and harmony with the environment and society.
environment issues among a spectrum of policy-makers,
In order to participate in this effort, you may like to
planners and extension officers in the Commonwealth of contact Mrs. Svetlana Livinets: lead.ru@virtualcentre.org or
Independent States (CIS) and Mongolia; to assist in capacity visit the web-site of the Virtual Centre for Research and
building and to facilitate pilot development programs among Development: http://www.lead-ru.virtualcentre.org
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(Source: Svetlana Livinets, LEAD RL Platform Manager)

