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COMPLETION OF IFAD-SUPPORTED PROJECT ON KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT IN CACILM II

DISTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL SEED-NURSERIES AMONG
PARTNERS

ICARDA completed the project on Knowledge Management in CACILM - II,
supported by IFAD. The purpose of this IFAD-supported project Knowledge
Management in CACILM-II was to contribute to the building of a knowledge
platform to consolidate existing knowledge and to promote outscaling of
mature sustainable land management technologies (SLM). Four target agroecosystems (irrigated, mountain, rainfed, and rangeland) were selected
as target areas for interventions in participating countries Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. The project identified
knowledge gaps regarding SLM in agriculture and promoted best options to
fill these gaps and summarized activities in a publication “Achievements at
a glance” (available online http://www.cacilm.org/docs/CACILM_Final_low.
pdf).

ICARDA Regional Office in CAC coordinated its regular annual seed
distribution of new, improved germplasm accessions of different cereal and
legume crops for the crop production cycle 2016-2017 among NARS partners
from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan. Overall, 204 sets of different crops from 37 international
nurseries including 2,771 new, improved germplasm accessions of cereal
and leguminous were distributed. These included 58 sets of chickpea, 40
sets of lentil, 4 sets of faba-bean and 8 sets of grass-pea, and 33 sets of
barley, 9 sets of durum wheat, 17 sets of spring bread wheat and 35 sets of
winter and facultative wheat. These germplasm will be used in the national
breeding programs to identify new, high yielding varieties with biotic and
abiotic stress tolerance and eventually to be integrated into the crop
production systems in the CAC region.

July 2016

July 2016

COMBATING THE NON-STOP EVOLVING WHEAT YELLOW RUST
RACES IN CAC REGION
Yellow rust is a perennial threat to tinter wheat in the CAC region. The
mild winter in 20015-2016, followed by long, cool, wet spring resulted in
yellow rust epidemics in 8 of the 13 provinces of Uzbekistan. Five resistant
varieties developed through international collaboration had been planted
in farmers’ fields during 2015-2016 crop cycle in the areas considered as
hot spots of Uzbekistan for the yellow rust disease. Two varieties (“Gozgon”
and “Bunyodkor”) remained highly resistant to yellow rust in 2016, The
farmers who cultivated these two varieties in 2015-2016 didn’t have to spray
fungicide, thus saved the cost of chemical.
July 2016

IMPROVED WINTER WHEAT WITH YELLOW RUST RESISTANCE
IDENTIFIED THROUGH INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION IN
UZBEKISTAN
There were severe epidemics of wheat yellow rust during early months
of 2016. Released commercial varieties, pipeline varieties, and advanced
breeding lines were evaluated in Kibray, Uzbekistan. Out of 100 released
and pipeline varieties 77 were highly susceptible with >80% disease severity,
12 were moderately resistant with disease severity between 21 and 60%,
and 11 were resistant with disease severity <20%. Among 335 advanced
breeding lines obtained through international collaboration 123 (37%) were
highly resistant with <10% yellow rust severity. Based on resistance and
other characters, 42 genotypes have been advanced to further evaluation in
2016-2017 for new varietal identification.
July 2016
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CENTRAL ASIA CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE WORKSHOP
FAO, GACSA, CAREC, ICARDA, CACAARI, and CEU jointly organized a
workshop on climate smart agriculture (CSA) on 12-14 July 2016 in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan. The event was participated by a number of participants from the CGIAR
consortium members and CACCARI, and made 10 presentations at the meeting.
Besides, final outputs from the project “Knowledge Management in CACILMII” were shered with the participants. The event gave an excellent
opportunity for sharing knowledge on CSA available in the region which,
could be valuable for addressing the constraints posed by climate change.
The teams from different countries in Central Asia developed national CSA
strategies.
July 2016

NEW WHEAT VARIETIES SUBMITTED IN UZBEKISTAN
The Kashkadarya Branch of Research Institute of Grain and Leguminous Crops
Breeding and Seed Production identified four new, improved and high yielding
winter wheat varieties for submission to the State Variety Testing Commission in
Uzbekistan. These include ‘Ravon’ and ‘Gallakor-2016’ for rainfed and ‘Shukrona’
and ‘Taraqqiyot’ for irrigated conditions. These varieties have shown 15-25% higher
grain yield than the local commercial varieties and possess satisfactory bread
making quality. Besides, Shukrona’ and ‘Taraqqiyot’ are highly resistant to yellow
rust, the most devastating wheat disease in Uzbekistan and other countries in the
region.
August 2016

ICARDA IMPROVES LIVESTOCK PRODUCTIVITY
On 22-25 August 2016, ICARDA project team conducted a field trip to Karauzyak
district of Karakalpakstan. The field trip was initiated to monitor elite Karakul flocks
ranched at the Livestock Co-operative Enterprise “40 Let Karakalpakstana”. The
process of weaning and recharging GPS collars was successfully accomplished
in collaboration with the Uzbek Karakul Research Institute within the project
on improving livestock productivity.
August 2016

ABOUT US
CGIAR Regional Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus was initiated in 1998, and operates as a consortium of the Centers
of the Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), National Agricultural Research Organizations and
advanced research institutions. The Program aims at reducing poverty and hunger, improving human health and nutrition, and
enhancing ecosystem resilience through high-quality international research, partnership and leadership. It fosters cooperation
among the countries in the Region and promotes their collaboration with the wider international community. Based in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan, the Program provides policy, technical and administrative support for the implementation of the various activities
and projects. It operates under the legal agreement between the Government of Uzbekistan and the International Centre for
Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) on behalf of the consortium.
CONTACT US
P.O.Box: 4375 Tashkent 100000, Uzbekistan.
Tel: +998-71 2372130, +998-71 2372169.
Fax: +998-71 1207125.
E-mail: pfu-tashkent@cgiar.org.
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