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GENDER-RESPONSIVE RURAL TRAINING ON MODERN
RESEARCH IN VEGETABLE
ADVISORY SERVICES
PRODUCTION

NEW INITIATIVE FOR
SUSTAINABLE WATER
MANAGEMENT

CACAARI and CAC-FRAS in collaboration
with INGENAES organized a threeday training workshop in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan. The primary goal of the
workshop was to offer a practical
guidance on how to make agricultural
extension and Rural Advisory Services
(RAS) gender-responsive and nutritionsensitive. The workshop was attended
by 37 participants from civil societies,
public extension organizations, NGOs,
Academia, Research and Gender
projects of the CAC Region. Each
participant received a jump drive
containing workshop materials. The
participants expressed commitments
in strengthening CAC-FRAS network.
1-3 May

International Water Management
Institute (IWMI) is a key partner in the
implementation of the European Union
initiative «Sustainable management
of water resources in rural areas of
Uzbekistan» for the period 2016-2020.
The project has 3 interconnected
components:
• Improvement of national water
governance policy and integrated water
resource management (led by GIZ in
partnership with IWMI, Italy’s Council
for Agricultural Research and Economics
Analysis (CREA) and the Austrian
Environment Agency (UBA);
• Technical capacity building (led by
UNDP);
• Awareness raising (led by the EU
Delegation to Uzbekistan).
The inaugural workshop was organized
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan,
the EU Delegation to Uzbekistan, UNDP,
GIZ Uzbekistan and partners.
30 May

Training workshops on «Modern
methods of scientific research in
vegetable production» for young
researchers were organized on 2325 May 2016 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan
and on 27-28 June in Dushanbe,
Tajikistan by the World Vegetable
Centre (WorldVeg). There were 58
participants, including 9 women
(16%). The aim of the training was
to train young specialists in methods
of an integrated approach for
scientific research, data processing
and compilation of materials based
on modern international program.
The training allowed participants to
improve their skills, get acquainted
with the research, set up experiments,
collect experimental data and conduct
statistical analysis.
23-25 May & 7-28 June

ACTIVITIES BY CACILM II PROJECT
On 7, and 17-19 May, the project organized
field days on resource-saving technology in
rainfed agroecosystem of Kyrgyzstan and on
cultivation of maize using raised-bed technology,
stakeholder meeting on land reform in Tajikistan
and presentation of children’s book on soils at a
Tashkent school. Around 200 researchers, farmers,
youth, and project teams visited the demonstration
sites.
On 22 May, the project team participated in the
celebration of World Biodiversity Day in Tashkent
Region and planted around 70 seedlings of pistachio
within the framework of public initiative «Revival of
Chimgan Forest».
On 28 May, the team organized presentations of
videos on cultivation of pistachios in arid lands of
Central Asia at Tashkent Agrarian University, which
was participated by around 80 students and faculty
members.
On 3-4 June, visualization of technologies, prepared by the project team, and video on no-till were
demonstrated for farmers of Djizakh, Syrdarya, and
Tashkent regions and presentation on cultivation of
true indigo was organized for entrepreneurs jointly
with Green Business Platform initiative at Inha
University in Tashkent.

COMMUNITY TRAINING ON IMPROVING
TRADITIONAL MILK PROCESSING

FARMERS FIELD DAY ON WHEAT VARIETY
SELECTION

A training was held in Sugd Province, Tajikistan on 31 May – 3 June
2016. The purpose was to reduce workload of women involved in
milk fat separation as this step being essential in labor-intensive
curd processing. The first day of the training with 9 women
and 6 men was carried out at a farmer house with the focus on
milking and milking management. The second day focused on
cheese processing which took place in the village school with 23
women and 4 men participants. On the third day of the training,
the processed products were evaluated by participants and by the
school pupils.
The participants were also exposed to milk fat separation technique.
In this regard, processing of the traditional curd from skimmed milk
was discussed and practiced. One part of the skimmed milk was
processed into white fat free cheese. An old manual mechanical fat
separator was used to demonstrate the participants how to use the
device and how fat separates from milk.
31 May-3 June

Farmer Field Day within the project «Integrated Land and Water
Productivity Improvement in Aral Sea Basin» was organized
jointly by ICARDA and KRASS (Khorezm Rural Advisory Support
Service) at Khorezm Experimental Station of Cotton Breeding,
Seed Production and Agro technologies Research Institute,
Urgench district on 5 June 2016. A total of 35 participants from
the local branches of Khorezm Scientific Production Center of
Agriculture, national seed programs, Academy of Agricultural
Science and Scientific Research Institutions attended the
Field Day. The participants visited the mungbean-wheat
trials at experimental sites where they observed promising
wheat variety ‘Elomon’ suitable for cultivation in raised beds
and optimum irrigation scheduling. Demonstration plots
included number of promising wheat varieties selected from
international nurseries as well as research plots with optimum
irrigation scheduling and raised bed planting.
5 June

WORLDVEG ORGANIZED A
WORKSHOP ON ECO-FRIENDLY
TECHNOLOGIES
Workshop on «Ecologically friendly
technologies for cash crops cultivation in
soil and climatic conditions of Bukhara
region» was held in Bukhara, Uzbekistan
on 28 June 2016. The event aimed to
increase knowledge on resource-saving
environmentally friendly technologies
and improve the fertility of degraded
land. This event allow participants to
familiarize themselves with advanced
technologies and techniques to improve
the fertility of the land for the practical
use in agriculture. The workshop was
organized by the WorldVeg.
28 June
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IMPROVED WINTER WHEAT VARIETIES
IN TAJIKISTAN

WHEAT BREEDERS TRAVELING
SEMINAR IN UZBEKISTAN

WHEAT FARMERS’ FIELD DAY IN
KARAKALPAKSTAN

For the last three years, ICARDA together with its
partners in Tajikistan have been promoting adoption
and on-farm seed production of the improved
varieties of winter wheat ‘Alex’ and ‘Ormon’ and
barley ‘Pulodi’. The activity was undertaken in
Bobojon Gafurov district in Tajikistan since 2014
within the framework of the CGIAR Collaborative
Research Program on Dryland Systems, funded by
the Russian Federation. In order to demonstrate the
performance of the improved varieties, a Farmers’
Field Day was organized on May 13, 2016 in Bobojon
Gafurov district in the Sughd region, Tajikistan.
The event attracted 70 participants (62 men and
8 women) that included farmers, seed producers,
researchers and policy makers from Tajikistan. Senior
wheat breeder and ICARDA Regional Coordinator
Dr. Ram Sharma together with the Vice-president
of the Tajik Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Prof.
Saidjamol Saidov, explained the salient features of the
wheat and barley varieties and their seed production
technology. They also answered various questions
raised by the farmers about wheat crop management
and seed production technologies.
There was a severe epidemic of wheat yellow rust
disease during the spring of 2016 that caused huge
reductions in grain yield of the local wheat varieties
susceptible to the disease. Many farmers had to spray
fungicides to control the disease on local susceptible
varieties. On the other hand, the farmers who
cultivated the yellow rust resistant varieties ‘Alex’
and ‘Ormon’ didn’t spray fungicide, saving around
USD 130/ha as cost of the chemical. There are 212
small wheat farmers who are part of the farmers’ field
based seed production of these two varieties in the
district. The field day participant farmers who were
not cultivating ‘Alex’ and ‘Ormon’ varieties inquired
on receiving seed to plant in 2016-2017 season.
13 May

ICARDA closely collaborates with the National Wheat
Improvement Programs in Uzbekistan by being
involved in capacity development, introduction
of improved germplasm, multilocational field
experimentation, and other activities related to
the development of new wheat varieties, and
seed production. ICARDA in partnership with the
Kashkadarya Branch of Research Institute for Grain
and Leguminous Crops, Karshi and Uzbek Research
Institute of Plant Industry, Kibray, organized
“Wheat Breeders’ Traveling Seminar” from 1921 May 2016. Twelve young wheat researchers
from different institutes together with ICARDA
wheat experts visited irrigated and dryland wheat
experimental fields in Kamashi, Karshi, Gallaral, and
Kibray. Several young researchers also visited wheat
experiments in Chimbay, Kegeyli and Karauzyak in
Karakalpakstan, and Urgench in Khorezm province.
During the traveling seminar the young researchers
had an opportunity to discuss with and understand
from the experienced scientists about different
steps involved in new varietal development. The
team of the participant researchers jointly selected
improved wheat germplasm for further evaluation
and identifying new wheat cultivars. Observation
and evaluation of wheat varietal experiments in
different agro-ecological zones provided the young
researchers a unique opportunity to understand the
requirements of new varieties suitable for diverse
farming systems in Uzbekistan.
19-21 May

ICARDA in collaboration with Kashkadarya Branch of
Research Institute for Grain and Leguminous Crops,
the district administrations, and Karakalpak Research
Institute of Crop Husbandry organized a Wheat
Farmers’ Field Day on 30 May 2016 in Chimbay,
Kegeyli and Karauzyak districts of Karakalpakstan
for demonstration of the performance of new
winter wheat varieties and their integration into the
practical production. The 35 participants included
wheat farmers, seed producers, researchers and
policy makers of above mentioned three districts
of Karakalpakstan. In addition, 7 national young
researchers involved in wheat research also
participated.
The wheat experts from ICARDA and from national
institutions provided the background information
about the experimental varieties. The participants
got an opportunity to observe and evaluate the
performance of new varieties and select the ones
that could be more suitable than locally grown
cultivars. The participants were highly impressed by
the superior agronomic characters of new varieties.
However, the farmers showed concern that due to
the mild winter months during this crop cycle, cold
tolerance level of the new materials could not be
judged. Therefore, superior new varieties evaluated
for the first time this year must be tested for cold
tolerance in the next crop cycle. It is well known
that Karakalpakstan and neighboring regions suffer
from soil salinity, winter colds, and drought during
the crop growth period. Hence, introduced new
wheat varieties are tested for at least 3 years under
local conditions in multiple locations to properly
evaluate their adaptation. Two new varieties (‘Aral’
and ‘Amudarya’), tested for three years in Aral Sea
region, have been submitted to the State Variety
Testing Commission. These new varieties would
help strengthen the production of wheat in the
Aral Sea region. Detailed discussions were held on
strengthening of seed production in the region to
supply high quality seed at lower price in comparison
with the present practice of bringing seed at higher
price from other provinces of the Republic.
30 May

ABOUT US
CGIAR Regional Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus was initiated in 1998, and operates as a consortium of the Centers of the Consultative
Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), National Agricultural Research Organizations and advanced research institutions. The
Program aims at reducing poverty and hunger, improving human health and nutrition, and enhancing ecosystem resilience through high-quality
international research, partnership and leadership. It fosters cooperation among the countries in the Region and promotes their collaboration
with the wider international community. Based in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, the Program provides policy, technical and administrative support for
the implementation of the various activities and projects. It operates under the legal agreement between the Government of Uzbekistan and the
International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) on behalf of the consortium.
CONTACT US
P.O.Box: 4375 Tashkent 100000, Uzbekistan.
Tel: +998-71 2372130, +998-71 2372169.
Fax: +998-71 1207125.
E-mail: pfu-tashkent@cgiar.org.
Web: www.cac-program.org

