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NEW OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CONSERVATION
AGRICULTURE

RANGELANDS
DEVELOPMENT IN
UZBEKISTAN

GENDER STUDIES
BY BIOVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL

CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT ON
VEGETABLE GRAFTING

ICARDA training course on no-till
technology with Karakalpak Research
Institute of Farming gathered 38
participants (33 men and 5 women)
During the practical sessions a new
locally modified no-till drill was
presented, which demonstrated
certain advantages over an imported
prototype. Given that purchasing
ready no-till drills from abroad may
be costly, it is not only an effective
economic solution, but also a great
prospect to speed up adoption of
conservation agriculture in the region.
March 14-15

ICARDA-led CACILM II project
organized a roundtable to discuss the
state and prospects of rangelands
development in Uzbekistan. It was
attended by rangelands experts,
officials, members of the parliament,
farmers and the local community.
The meeting identified the joint work
necessary to develop and adopt a
practical law on rangelands, raising
awareness of residents about the
need for sustainable use of natural
resources and economy of livestock.
The summary reflections were
submitted to the Centre for Support
of Entrepreneurship and Farming of
Uzbekistan for further consideration.
March 18

Interviews
and
focus
group
discussions have started within a
regional project “Conservation for
diversified and sustainable use of
fruit tree genetic resources in Central
Asia”. About 500 forestry specialists,
farmers and local residents (men
and women) will be surveyed in 20
forestry enterprises and 13 villages of
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan,
in order to understand the role of
men and women in the process of
domestication of fruit and nut tree
species, including economic, social
and cultural drivers of use of wild
germplasm of these species.
March 18

Twelve young researchers of the
Scientific Research Institute of
Vegetables, Melon Crops and Potato
were trained on vegetable grafting
technology, and the practice of grafting
tomato seedling. During practical
lessons the trainees recorded a high
percentage of survival rate of the
grafted seedlings. These technologies
are well suited for grafting not only
tomato, but also cucumber, eggplant,
melon and watermelon. The training
was organized by the World Vegetable
Center - AVRDC.
March 24

ENHANCING THE ROLE OF HOME-GARDENS

In Karauzyak, Karakalpakstan, ICARDA and AVRDC
conducted seminar on “Enhancing the role of homegardens in the diversification, healthy nutrition and
food security” within the framework of the CGIAR
Research Program on Dryland Systems. It was aimed to
spread the knowledge on new varieties of vegetables
and legumes, improved cultivation technologies for
high-quality products, and use of biological methods
of pest control in gardening. Seventy six participants
(24 women) were represented by the regional and
district administration, committees and women’s
organizations, vegetable specialists, farmers and
householders. Each participant received a package
with seeds of 10 vegetable species and cultivation
booklets.
April 1

In Andijan, Uzbekistan, ICARDA and AVRDC
conducted seminar on “Enhancing the role of homegardens in the diversification, healthy nutrition and
food security” within the framework of the CGIAR
Research Program on Dryland Systems. Attended
by 60 people (36 women), participants were
represented by the regional/district administration,
committees, women’s organizations, vegetable
specialists, farmers and householders. With Each
participant receiving a package of seeds of 10
vegetable species and cultivation booklets, the
seminar aimed to increase their knowledge on new
vegetables and legumes varieties, new cultivation
technologies, and use of biological methods of pest
control in gardening.
April 13

STRENGTHENING WUAS IN
TAJIKISTAN

Presentation of results of IWMI work from the
project “Impact of Water Users Associations on
Water and Land Productivity, Equity and Food
Security in Tajikistan” and a technical meeting
with USAID took place in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
The presentation covered key results concerning
the opportunities and constraints for resilience of
water user associations (WUAs) created by USAID,
focusing on ways to incorporate the results into
Feed the Future Initiative’s currently planned
activities for strengthening WUAs.
7 April
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FIELD DAYS ORGANIZED BY ICARDA-LED “CACILM II” PROJECT

Cultivation of alfalfa. A field day workshop on
cultivation of alfalfa using raised-bed technology
in mountain agroecosystem was held in Fayzabad
district of Tajikistan. Twenty people, including
representatives of the Institute of Farming of
Tajik Academy of Agricultural Sciences, local
administration and farmers took part in the
workshop.
March 9

POTATO FIELD DAYS IN
TAJIKISTAN

Two field days on techniques of early
potato production under plastic
film were held in Bohtar and Vakhsh
districts of Khatlon province of
Tajikistan within the USAID funded
project “Potato Production Support
and Research to Improve Food Security
in Khatlon, Tajikistan” implemented
by the International Potato Centre
(CIP). Field days and training, attended
by 50 farmers, took place at the
demo plots, where participants could
get acquainted with the practical
advantages of early potato production
technology developed by CIP for
farmers of Khatlon region.
April 21

Conservation agriculture. In Karauzyak district
of Karakalpakstan another field day workshop
on conservation agriculture demonstrated the
operation of direct seeder provided by ICARDAled Knowledge Management project CACILM
II. Fifty participants - representatives of local
administration, experts and farmers attended the
workshop.
April 14

PISTACHIOS FOR THE
FUTURE

Dedicating to the “World Earth
Day” CACILM II project organized
a grandiose pistachio tree planting
event
in
Bostanlyk,
Tashkent
region, Uzbekistan. Planting over
300 seedlings of pistachios on 1.5
hectares at a local farm, the event was
participated by more than 60 people:
farmers, parliament deputies, NGOs,
youth and mass media. Cultivation of
pistachio can be an investment in the
future - trees do not require special
care and watering; besides fruits, they
can be a source of forage for livestock,
can be grown on marginal lands, and
used for restoration of degraded lands.
April 23
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Winter chickpea. Twenty participants, including
a large number of local farmers attended the field
day organized in Kamashi district of Kashkadarya
region to observe the progress of the winter grown
chickpea. Cultivation of winter grown chickpea is
becoming popular due to 20-25% higher yield than
spring-planted chickpea.
April 16

IMPROVING LIVESTOCK
PRODUCTIVITY

ICARDA organized two field trips
to Koybak livestock cooperative,
Karauzyak, Karakalpakstan, within the
framework of “ICARDA - Livestock
Productivity Improvement” project,
with the support of Uzbek Karakul
Research Institute and Samarkand
State University. The fieldworks aimed
to provide technical/advisory support
for lambing season at elite Karakul Sur
sheep flock. Additionally, researchers
assessed seasonal pasture productivity
and are going to build a vegetative
map that helps to identify best areas
with palatable plants on rangelands,
including better organization of the
current grazing practices.
Aprils 5-11 & 25-27

NEW BOOK ON
PRESERVATION OF
DESERT PLANTS

Describing 120 plant species from 13
taxonomical families of flowering plants,
the new book presents data collected
during country-wide surveys of desert
and semidesert areas. This is the result
of research conducted over the last
40 years by the Institute of the Gene
Pool of Plants and Animals, Academy
of Sciences of Uzbekistan, Samarkand
State University, International Center for
Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA), and others. It
is hoped that the manual will be useful for
practitioners, farmers, agropastoralists
and researchers dealing with introduction
of wild desert plants into cultivation,
providing readers with the knowledge
essential for ecosystem restoration and
land improvement programs.
April
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ABOUT US
CGIAR Regional Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus was initiated in 1998, and operates as a consortium of the Centers of the Consultative Group for International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR), National Agricultural Research Organizations and advanced research institutions. The Program aims at reducing poverty and hunger, improving
human health and nutrition, and enhancing ecosystem resilience through high-quality international research, partnership and leadership. It fosters cooperation among the
countries in the Region and promotes their collaboration with the wider international community. Based in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, the Program provides policy, technical and
administrative support for the implementation of the various activities and projects. It operates under the legal agreement between the Government of Uzbekistan and the
International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) on behalf of the consortium.
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