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Led by INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH IN THE DRY AREAS (ICARDA)

ICARDA - DR. KAMEL SHIDEED
VISITED UZBEKISTAN

CIP OPENED A NEW OFFICE IN
GEORGIA

Dr. Kamel Shideed, Assistant Director
General for International Cooperation and
Communications of ICARDA, visited researcher
colleagues in ICARDA Tashkent Office to discuss
future strategic goals of the CAC program.
During his stay, Dr. Shideed also met with the
representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Water Resources of Uzbekistan, as well as
EU Delegation on future collaboration towards
sustainable agricultural research in the region.

International Potato Center (CIP) signed
Memorandum of Understanding with
Georgia that will launch a new project
promising a more food secure future for CAC,
strengthening capacity for potato production
at the regional level. Based on this, starting
from 2016 CIP activities will expand, now with
an office not only in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, but
also in the city of Tbilisi, Georgia.
January 26

NEW HEAD OF CGIAR-PFU
AND ICARDA REGIONAL
COORDINATOR APPOINTED
Dr. Ram Sharma, Senior Wheat Breeding
Scientist working in the CAC region since 2008,
was appointed as the Head of CGIAR Program
Facilitation Unit and ICARDA Regional Coordinator.
He is set to continue active networking, and
national and international collaboration with
research partners for the continuous success of
the CAC Regional Program.
February

January 18-20

NEW PROJECTS ON WATER AND AGRICULTURAL BIODIVERSITY

NEW VEGETABLE
VARIETIES
IWMI.
International
Water
Management
Institute
and
partners GIZ and Council for
Research and Economics in
Agriculture (CREA) have launched
European Union Programme
“Sustainable management of
water resources in rural areas in
Uzbekistan” for the period 20162020. In the context of changing
climate, the project will aim at
improving water supply and
efficiency of water management
at national, basin and farm levels.

ICBA. A new project on “Use of
Non-Conventional Agricultural
Water Resources to Strengthen
Water and Food Security in the
Transboundary Watersheds of
the Amu Darya River Basin”
was presented at the National
Academy of Sciences workshop in
Washington DC, USA. The project
will be implemented by the
International Centre for Biosaline
Agriculture (ICBA) in Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan.
February 5-8

BIOVERSITY Int. A new UNEPGEF Project “Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Agricultural
Biodiversity
to
Improve
Regulating
and
Supporting
Ecosystem Services in Agriculture
Production in Uzbekistan” has
started in 2016 and is coordinated
by sub-regional office of
Bioversity for Central Asia.
January-February

January 1
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Mohan Reddy J., Jumaboev K., Bobojonov I., Carli C. and Eshmuratov D. 2016. Yield and water use efficiency of potato
varieties under different soil-moisture stress conditions in the Fergana Valley of Central Asia. Agroecology and Sustainable
Food Systems. Vol. 40 (5).
Nuriyeva S., Akparov Z., Hajiyev E., Abbasov M. and Sharma R.C. 2016. Evaluation of wheat genetic resources of Azerbaijan
on normal and saline fields. Turkish Journal of Agriculture and Forestry. Vol. 40:186-193. DOI: 10.3906/tar-1502-84

The World Vegetable Centre
(AVRDC) submitted four new
tomato varieties (‘Yutuk’, ‘Fazilat’,
‘Rubin’, ‘Kurkam’), eggplant
variety ‘Parizot’ and sweet
potato variety ‘Khusbuy’ to the
State Testing Commission of
Uzbekistan. Two new varieties
of eggplant ‘Tukhfa’ and marrow
(patisson) ‘Gayrat’ were included
in the State Register. Varieties
were developed at the Research
Institute of Plant Industry.
CRP 1.1 allowed to multiply new
mungbean varieties (‘Durdona’,
‘Zilola’, ‘Marjon’ and ‘Turon’)
qualitative seeds in farms in Kuva
district of Fergana region in 2015.
Distributed in Jan-Feb mungbean
seeds will be sown on around
1000 hectares in various regions
of Uzbekistan in 2016.
January-February
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BIOVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZED
TRAINING SESSIONS

CACAARI ARRANGED
A MEETING WITH
STUDENTS

CACILM II PROJECT
LAUNCHED
KNOWLEDGESHARING ACTIVITIES

CAC REGION STAKEHOLDERS GATHERED
FOR INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE

Bioversity International organized
series of training sessions to six
project team members from
Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan
and
Tajikistan on survey conducting
methods for understanding
current status of fruit trees
management in households
and wild forests in Central Asia,
including field trips to Jenish
village in Issyk-kul province,
Kyrgyzstan.
January 14-17

Tashkent
State
Agrarian
University students participated
in the meeting on the role of
young professionals in the
development of agricultural
science (YPARD) organized by CAC
Forum for Agricultural Research
and Innovations (CACAARI).
Encouraging the new generation
of
agricultural
researchers,
young audience were provided
comprehensive information and
guidelines on YPARD.
February 16

ICARDA organized a training
workshop on “Creation and
editing of sustainable land
management (SLM) technology
videos for dissemination” within
the framework of Knowledge
Management in CACILM II
project.
Furthermore,
the
project launched educational
and practical video materials
about pistachio trees during a
roundtable event participated by
over 100 farmers and scientific
community of Uzbekistan.
February 22-25

International Conference on Eurasian
Food Security and Nutrition Network
and Eurasian Soil Partnership was
held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. Leading
a plenary session, Dr. Kamel Shideed
presented “ICARDA in Central Asia and
the Caucasus: History of Collaboration
and Achievements”. Dr. Botir Dosov
presented a new video production
on “What is an Innovation Platform”
to provide a better understanding
of the important roles that different
actors play in agriculture. CACAARI led
by Dr. Alisher Tashmatov addressed
“Transformation of agricultural
research and innovations to address
challenges of food and nutrition
security in the CAC region”.
February 29

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
IWMI Office in Tashkent hosted two Master students internship from Kazakh-German University (DKU) in Almaty, Kazakhstan for the
next four months from January, 2016. Mr. Isomiddin Akramov and Shovkat Khodjaev will learn knowledge and experience of IWMI in
implementation IWRM principles in the region and apply in their Master thesis.
Three postdoc students supervised by Dr. R. Mavlyanova continued research with using AVRDC germplasm and methodology. These topics
were approved officially by the Highest Attestation Commission of Uzbekistan:
•
Azimov B. (Research Institute of Plant Industry). “Main aspects of breeding of sweet and hot pepper in Uzbekistan”
•
Karimov B. (Research Institute of Vegetable, Melon Crops and Potato). “Elaboration of grafting technology for increasing of tomato
yield and quality”
•
Abdullaev F.(Institute of Genetics and Experimental Plant Biology of the Academy of Sciences). “Creation of National Information
System of gene fund of cotton and other crops for its’ effective using”

ABOUT US
CGIAR Regional Program for Central Asia and the Caucasus was initiated in 1998, and operates as a consortium of the Centers of the Consultative Group for
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), National Agricultural Research Organizations and advanced research institutions. The Program aims at reducing
poverty and hunger, improving human health and nutrition, and enhancing ecosystem resilience through high-quality international research, partnership
and leadership. It fosters cooperation among the countries in the Region and promotes their collaboration with the wider international community. Based
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, the Program provides policy, technical and administrative support for the implementation of the various activities and projects.
It operates under the legal agreement between the Government of Uzbekistan and the International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas
(ICARDA) on behalf of the consortium.
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